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* Renault- Peugeot Plan 
: CouldBurdeh France 

; ^4s A AUacksDeficii 

By Barry James 

- ■ International Herald Tribune 

• - PARIS — France’s two major auto- 
makers want to radically downsize and 
rejuvenate their 'work ' forces, the 
companies said Wednesday, and they 
axe asking the government help to pay 
for it - 

Analysis said the move could rep- 
c resent an additional heavy financial bur- 
4 den for the governmental a time when it 
is Dying to contain its deficit to qualify 
for die European single currency. . 

Renault and Peugeot-Citroen PSA 
want to lay off 40,000 workers between 
them over the next six years as they pass 
the age of. 50 and replace them with 
14,000 younger workers, according to 
reports in French newspapers that were 
not denied by the two companies. The 
cuts would represent almost a third of. 
the work force employed in the compa- 
nies’ factories in France. 

A Renault spokesman declined to dis- 
cuss specific figures, but said Wed- 
nesday that the two companies had sent 
1 a joint letter to Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe, and were holding discussions 
with the government. It was too early to 
say how many jobs might be affected, he 
said. v : . 

At Peugeot, a spokesman declined to 
comment on the -existence of die letter, 
but said that reducing the size of die 
work force, and increasing its productiv- 
ity and competence is a permanent pre- 
" occupation of the management. 

At the same tune. he . said, many 
• workers in their 50s wene happy to take' 
early retirement hr switch to part-time ' 
work. ' * . • 

; TV prrmrlt 

not unusual for the industry id discuss - 


emment. This yen’, he said, Renault let 
go about 900 workers on such plans, 
party financed by the nafte. ' 

The Minister of Industry* Franck 
Borbtra, alluded to the discussions last 
month at the Paris auto show when "he 
said he was talking with industry leaders 
about the measures that would be nec- 
essary to help French automakers face 
die elimination of import quotas onJan. 
1 , 2000 . 

Under a 1991 agreement between the 
European Commission and Tokyo, Jap- 
anese and other Asian car manufac- 
turers will have open access to the Euro- 
pean market <m that date. 

The prospect of intensified foreign 
competition is amajor concern at a time 
when the domestic manufacturers are 
seeing their 'share of the home market 

See FRANCE, Page 9 . 
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Police removing bodies from the wreckage of the Kazak cargo plane near Charkhi Dadri on Wednesday. 


Air Control 
Not at Fault 
In Collision, 
India Insists 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

. Washington Post Service 

NEW DELHI — Indian aviation 
officials denied Wednesday that prob- 
lems in the air-traffic control system at 
the New Delhi airport had caused the 
world’s deadliest midair collision, but 
die officials left alternative explan- 
ations to public speculation and a ju- 
dicial inquiry. . 

PrimeMmister H.D. Deve Gowda 
and India’s civil aviation minister. 
C. M. Ibrahim, surveyed the wreckage 
Wednesday left by a Saudi Arabian 
Airlines 747 and a Kazak B-76 cargo 
plane that collided Tuesday night 
about 100 kilometers (about 60 miles) 
west of Indira Gandhi International 
Airport. 

There were no survivors among a 
slightly revised total of 349 passen- 
gers, 312 people aboard the Saudi air- 
liner that had just taken off from New 
Delhi and 37 on the Kazakstan Air- 
lines plane that was preparing to 
land. 

The authorities said they had re- 
covered the flight data recorders from 
both aircraft, but the cockpit voice 
recorder only from the Kazak plane. 
These recorders, the so-called black 
boxes, are to be delivered to an Indian 
judicial commission being established 
to investigate the collision. 
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Relatives of victims mourning at the New Delhi airport Wednesday. 


Senior aviation officials denied that 
the collision had been caused by a 
miscomm uni cation with the Kazak pi- 
lot. or because the flight path is used 
both for takeoffs and landings, or by 
outdated air-traffic control equipment. 
Those theories have been propounded 
mainly by associations that represent 
India's civilian pilots and air traffic 
controllers. 

“Whatever air traffic control did 
was absolutely right." said Yogesh 
Chandra, the top bureaucrat in the 
Civil Aviation and Tourism Ministry. 
"Everything was according to 
guidelines. ” 

To support the government’s de- 


fense of its air traffic control system. 
Mr. Chandra read a transcript of the 
last radio transmissions between New 
Delhi’s control tower and both pilots. 

The transcript indicated that the 
Kazak pilot understood he was to des- 
cend to 15.000 feet on his approach to 
New Delhi and that the Saudi pilot 
acknowledged an instruction to hold 
until further notice at 14.000 feet after 
takeoff. 

The pilots were informed they were 
headed toward each other on the same 
flight path at different altitudes and 
instructed to “report when insight” of 

See CRASH, Page 9 


Cuban Crackdown Leaves 
Dissidents in Disarray 


n&T 


By Steve Faiuaru 

Thr BtmaaGiabe / 

HAVANA -r- Nine months after a 
government crackdown on opposition 
leaders and indepeodenr journalists. 
Cuba's dissident movement has yet to 
recover. Several prominent leaders re- 
main in jail or have left the country, 
delaying attempts to launch an umbrella 
organization- that was squashed by Cu- 
ban authorities.' 

Since the February crackdown, in 
which state security agents arrested 
* more than 100 members of the incipient 
dissident group Coitcilio Cubano, at 
least 60 opposition figures have genie 
into exile, according to dissidents who 
thus far have been unable to convene the 
first meeting of the or ganiz ation 

State -sponsored repression ^ has 

leveled off in recent weeks, dissidents 
interviewed here said. But die lingering 
effect of the crackdown has been to 
close a brief, but unprecedented, open- 
ing of political space that occurred in the 
weeks before Cuban fighters shot down 
two small planes belonging to a Miami 
exile group that had maintained ties 
with the dissidents. 
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“We’re still regrouping," said 
Manuel Cuesta Morua, president of a 
group called the Cuban Social Demo- 
cratic Current. 

- Human rights monitors said the de- 
velopments had been a significant blow 
- to those attempting to bring about polit- 
ical change in the Communist-ruled na- 
tion. 

Rather , than, encouraging dialogue, 
the Cuban government has continued to 
restrict activity: denying access to com- ■ 


lines, seizing documents and preventing 
opposition figures from attending meet- 
ing, dissidents say. 

Many observers believe President Fi- 
del Cairo had relaxed political restric- 
tions in an effort to improve his gov-' 
emmew's image abroad. 

Bra the government now appears to 
be focusing its attention on the Roman 
Catholic Church, ^Sowing that insti- 
tution; greater political freedom while 
preparing forme first-ever visit to Cuba 
by Rope John Paul H sometime next 
year. ■ . ••• 

Sarah DeCosse, who monitors Cuba 
See CUBA, Page 9 


No. 35,368 


Clinton Agrees 
To Commit Forces 
For Zaire Mission 

1,000 Ground Troops Foreseen , 
But U.S. Demands Conditions 


By Thomas W. Lippman 

Washington Post Senirc 

WASHINGTON — U.S. troops will 
join a Canadian-led international mil- 
itary force that will go to Zaire to help 
the delivery of emergency food and 
shelter to hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees, provided several 
conditions are met. die While House 
announced Wednesday. 

The operation could involve as many 
as 5,000 Americans, of whom about 
1 ,000 will be on the ground in Zaire to 
secure a key airport and a road from the 
embattled town of Goma to the 
Rwandan border, said the White House 
press secretary. Michael McCurry. He 
said the operation would last about four 
months. 

Mr. McCrary said President Bill 
Ginton agreed “in principle" to the 
U.S. role, but “reserves the right to 
review" his decision after a further 
planning session with Canadian offi- 
cials. scheduled to be held in New York 
on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien of 
Canada has said that the first 350 Poops 
could be in the region within 4S hours of 
a UN Security Council resolution ap- 
proving the operation. The Security 
Council is scheduled to take up the issue 
Thursday. 

Mr. Ginton ’s decision followed sev- 
eral days of intense discussions within 
the administration about the advisab- 
ility of sending U.S. troops into an un- 
stable, remote land where the United 
States has few. if any, major interests. 
The president and his advisers were 
under intense pressure from Canada. 
France and the UN secretary-general, 
Boutros Boutros GhalL who has said 
repeatedly that a major humanitarian 
catastrophe was unfolding as the 
refugees ended their second full week 
without supplies or shelter. 

The refugees are mostly Rwandan 
Hutu who fled into Zaire after the ethnic 
slaughter that wracked that tiny nation 
in 1994. According to U.S. officials and 
relief agency workers, most of them are 
innocent civilians who could safely re- 
rum home, but they are under the control 
of Hutu militants believed responsible 
for the massacre of up to a million Tutsi 
and moderate Hutu and are using the 
refugees as human shields. 

Mr. McCrary said the international 
relief force would not attempt to sort out 
the legitimate refugees from the militia 
leaders and would not force any 
refugees to return to Rwanda. The pur- 
pose of the military mission, he said. 


would be to secure Goma airport and 
nearby roads, to make it possible for 
international private relief agencies to 
help the refugees. 

Among the conditions required for 
U.S. participation. Mr. McCurry said, 
are a firm understanding that the force 
be rruly multinational, thar an agree- 
ment be reached on who is to pay for the 
planned African contingents, that the 
duration be limited to four months and 

See ZAIRE, Page 9 


Intervening 
In Civil War 
Risks Pitfalls 
For Rescuers 


By James C. McKinley Jr. 

New York rimes Sen ice 

GOMA. Zaire — Any interven- 
tion force that would wade into the 
conflict here would face a quandary 
not unlike the one American sol- 
diers faced in Somalia two years 
ago when they tried to help the 
United Nations stop a famine there 
— how to avoid fueling a war. 

The issue under discussion about 
such a force at the United Nations is 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

how an intervention force could 
feed refugees without also feeding 
the thousands of Hutu guerrillas 
living among them, who have res- 
isted all efforts for the last two 
years to return the refugees home. 

Even if the United Nations sol- 
diers could disarm the guerrillas 
and separate them from die rest of 
the refugees, aid organizations 
would find it difficult to avoid set- 
ting up permanent camps like the 
ones that had become bases for the 
guerrillas and had helped create the 
current crisis. 

On the face of it. the idea of 
See FORCE, Page 9 
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Netanyahu’s U.S. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Neian- V 
yabu of Israel has canceled a trip to u 
the United States in order to lead the n 
negotiations with Palestinians over Is 
the West Bank town of Hebron, ac- si 
cording to Israeli television. He was “ 
scheduled to travel Wednesday to n 
Seattle to attend a- Jewish meeting. 

The talks on Hebron have entered a p 
critical phase, and there were a num- u 
ber of meetings and consultations on o 
the issue in Israel on Tuesday and p 

Trip May Be Off 

/ednesday. The main sticking point 
Israel’s long-delayed plan to pull 
lost of its troops ora of Hebron is 
trael’s demand that it be allowed to 
md soldiers back into the town in 
hot pursuit" of terrorists. It is also 
•ported that Yasser Arafat, the Pal- 
stinian leader, is asking for a written 
ledge from Mr. Netanyahu that Israel 
dlJ keep to its commitments. Iji spite 
r the fluny of activity, no one was 
red ic ting an agreement. Page 4. 
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Confident on Inflation, 
China Gears for Growth 


By Alan Friedman 
and Kevin Muiphy 

International HiruIJ Tribune 

BEUING — Top Chinese officials 
signaled Wednesday that they were de- 
termined — after two years of inflation- 
cooling austerity measures — to push 
once again for high-growth policies that 
would stabilize the economy and stave 
off an increase in unemployment. 

In a series of interviews, policy- 
makers indicated that they were more 
confident of their ability ro keep in- 
flation in check even with a level of 
economic growth that remains four to 
five times faster than the rate in the 
United States or the European Union. 
Their optimism is based on a series of 
stricter measures to limit speculation in 
financial markets, to maintain stability 
in the stale banking system and to nur- 
ture the development of more mature 
capita] markets. 

The officials indicated that they were 
easing off the brakes on lending — 
which had been in place for two years — 
in order to keep the country's debt- 
ridden slate enterprises afioai and thus 
avoid a potentially destabilizing spike in 
the level of unemployment- 

If China had continued its credit 
squeeze, the country's growth rale 
would probably have risked slipping 


well below the 8 percent to 9 percent 
annual rate that officials now forecast 
for the next several years. 

“This year the macroeconomic situ- 
ation has improved, the adjustment of the 
economic structure has been 
strengthened and inflation has been 
brought under control much more ef- 
fectively than expected,” said Deputy 
Prime Minisrer Zhu Rongji, who has led 
China’s drive to reduce the flow of bank 
credit ro the economy since 1994. Dial 
policy led to die longest slowdown in 
economic growth since Beijing began its 
shift toward a market economy in 1979. 

Mr. Zhu. addressing a conference of 
Chinese government officials, interna- 
tional business executives and diplomats 

See CHINA, Page 9 


Hong Kong’s Future 

China has pledged that 
“everything will be normal" in 
Hong Kong after next July's hand- 
overT but it also indicated it would 
introduce anti-sedition laws once il 
retains power there. Meanwhile. 
Governor Chris Patten had some 
advice for Beijing. (Page 61 


UAir de Jordan: Be Like Mike , Smell Like Mike 


?70294«8d504 


- By Richard Sandoinir 

- • ' New fort Times Strvice , , • 

You don’t only take a quick whiff. 
You saver this fragrance. You let h 
invade your sinuses.- Groove oh the 
scent . -_So light. So refreshing. It wUl 
not precede you .into a room, like a 
noxious dond. 

' ••The name behind if? Brad Pitt? No. 
Isabella Rossellini? No. Hunk of a tali 


man in a tank top. baggy shorts and 
sneakers who sweats for a living, a man 
who can more easily walk on a movie set 
with Bugs Bunny than on city streets 
with his public. 

You've already tried to score, soar, 
dribble, drink and be like Mike? 

You want to smell like him, too? 
Smell the way he does, not drenched and 
gamy after 50 points, but the way you 
imagine he does after $50 millioril 


Just when yon thought he was over- 
marketed and overexposed. Michael 
Jordan is in the olfactory business, 
hawking Michael Jordan Cologne, 
which was introduced on Monday. 

You can spray on the scents that 
define Mike and that he defines as the 
very essences of his zest for life: the 
lavender and juniper of golf fairways: 
the suede and dove evoked by base tell 
glove leather, the tropical, lemony soul 


of Costa Rica; and the crisp cypress and 
rosewood of North Carolina and the san- 
dalwood sensuality of the private Mike. 

A joke? Not ai all. This is the further 
marketing of the Jordan persona away 
from sport and the first time that a 
product has carried his full name. In a 
venture with the sublime Chicago Bull, 
Bijun Fragrances has shipped mass 

See MIKE, Page 9 
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Michal Jordan in full-court bloom. 
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Working-Class Hobby r / Horse Ownership Faces Limits 


Dublin to Rein In Teenage Ghetto Cowboys 


By James F. Clarity 

New York Times Service 


D UBLIN — For decades, the 
young people in Dublin's grimy 
public-housing ghettos have had 
one exciting advantage over chil- 
dren in more affluent neighborhoods: 
horses, about 3,000 of them. living out- 
doors, where the otherwise underprivileged 
urban cowboys gallop them bareback; 
shouting with glee, over sparse grass 
parches and scrubby fields. 

The horses are often the only joy for 
children in drab working-class areas where 
unemployment runs as high as 90 percent 
and heroin addiction is rising. 

But many of the young riders, mostly 
boys, and their parents fear that the gov- 
ernment is about to round up the horses, 
asserting that many of them are abused, 
emaciated and diseased and that they are a 
public nuisance, trampling gardens, foul- 
ing soccer fields and trotting out on to busy 
roads. 

This year, more than 100 of the horses 
have died of maltreatment or in road ac- 
cidents. according to the Dublin Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Last month, the Senate gave final ap- 
proval to a proposal that grants local coun- 
cils rights they have long been calling for 
— to prohibit children under 16 from own- 
ing horses and to confiscate horses living 
on public land. 

President Mary Robinson is expected to 
sign the proposal, which would take effect 
at the end of the year, after many children in 
public housing have received horses and 
ponies for Chnstmas. 

"Ntrooe knows how many horses will be 
taken away, but for people in the gray high- 
rise complexes, the disappearance of the 
animals would stifle a way of life known to 
the outside world mostly through movies 
like "The Commitments” or “Into the 
West. ’ ’ which showed the horses and riders 
in the Ballymun complex on Dublin's north 
side. 

‘ ‘Those films glamorized the situation.” 
said Therese Cunningham, the director of 
the Dublin Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals for 25 years, adding that 
no other city in Ireland, or Europe for that 
matter, has a comparable horse problem. 

Ms. Cunningham, who is reviled as “Sl 
T herese" by the horse lovers of Ballymun, 
said that many of the horses are abused. 
Recently, she said, a group of boys ter- 
rorized a horse near one of Dublin’s prime 
tourist attractions. Christchurch Cathedral, 
by setting off fireworks at its feet 
She said her inspectors have been 
threatened and pelted with scones when 
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The horses are often the only joy for underprivileged children in drab tcorking-dass areas of Dublin, 


they have tried to confiscate sick horses, 
adding that young boys set the ambulance 
van of one of die inspectors on fire outside 
his home. 

Though most of the families of the young 
horse owners survive on modest welfare 
payments, Ms. Cunningham said, they pay 
as much as $500 to buy the animals, usually 
at a monthly horse market not for from the 
city center. 

“It's not that I’m a gains t children having 
horses,” she said. “These poor kids will 
never have a job. But there's got to be a 
controlled environment where they're 
treated properly." 

On a recent afternoon at Ballymun, ex- 
uberant teenage boys galloped their horses 
across grassy areas with skill and con- 
fidence. bouncing high, without benefit of 
saddles. 

“It keeps me out of trouble.” said Niall 
Quinn, a 16-year-old high-school dropout. 
“If you take away the horses, the kids are 
going to wind up on drugs.” 

He said a previous owner had named his 


horse Schindler, as in Oskar Schindler, the 
German savior of Jews made famous by the 
film "Schindler’s List.” 

“My brother died, strung out on drugs.” 
said Daniel Murphy, 13, whose own horse 
was named Hitler. This had nothing to do 
with the presence of Schindler, but was to 
reflect the a nimal ’s wild nature. 


Wi 


‘atching diem were Janet 
Murphy and her 6-year-old 
son, Lee. “He has every toy 
imaginable,” she said of her 
son. “But he won’t play with them.” She 
was planning to buy him a horse, she added, 
saying: “It’s their hobby. If you haven'tgot 
the horses, they're going to turn to crime, 
whichever." 

Local police say, however, that horses 
are no guarantee that the owners will not 
use drugs, particularly heroin, which is 
readily available. 

Vicky McEUigott, a Ballymun resident 
with a clipped Dublin accent, is an eloquent 
defender of the local horse culture. For 14 


months she has been running a stable, con- 
verted from a community center that once 
housed a pub. 

The 23 horses and pomes she minds for 
the boys are well cared for, so will probably 
not be taken away, officials from the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals say. 
But Ms. McEUigott fears that semes, per- 
haps hundreds, of other horses will be con- 
fiscated under the new law. In some ways, 
she said, the law reflects a class conflict 
between those who can afford to pay others 
to shelter and care for tbeir horses and those 
who cannot and must keep them outside. 

Ms. McEUigott acknowledged that there 
have been a few incidents of horse abuse 
and intimidati on of inspectors from the 
society. 

“But why don't they send people in to 
teach the kids how to handle hoises?” she 
said. “Cruelty! Cruelty! Cruelly! If they 
stem saying this, they're out of a job.” 

“We’re digging in our heels for a show- 
down,” she said, “a showdown at Bal- 
lyraun corral.” 


ETA Is Suspected 
In Disappearance 

Businessman’s Son Feared, Held 


* 


The Associated Press 

MADRID— Efforts to re- 
solve violence in Spain’s 
Basque region were dealt a 
blow Wednesday with suspi- 
cions that the aimed separat- 
ist group ETA may have kid- 
napped a wealthy 
businessman's son. 

ETA has not claimed re- 
sponsibility in the case. But 
the government said “all in- 
dications” were that Cosine 
Delclaux Zubiria, 34, was 
kidnapped Monday after- 
noon. Mr. Delciaux’s father, 
owner of a large glass com- 
pany, is reported to have been 
told by ETA that he had to pay 
a “revolutionary tax” or risk 
the consequences. 

The younger Delclaux’s 
car was found abandoned 
Wednesday afternoon in the 
Basque town of Derio, near 
Bilboa in northern Spain. 

The conservative govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Jose 


Maria Aznar has repeatedly 
with ET/ 


stud that talks with ETA 
would be impossible if die 
group was holding hostages. 

Since January, ETA has 
been holding a prison official 
to add force to demands that 
Basque inmams held 
throughout Spain be moved 
to jails in the Basque region- 
Chema Urquijo of the 
Basque pacifist group Ges- 
tures for Peace, said that die 
Delclaux kidnapping would 
“harden positions on both 


sides and shut off whatever 
little communication had ex- 
isted.” 

ETA. whose name is de- 
rived tram the Basque words 
for Basque Homeland and 
Liberty, has killed nearly 800 
people in its 28-year cam- 
paign for the creation of an 
independent Basque nation. 

“ETA wants to frustrate 
Basque society until people 
jwnanrf fhat the government 
negotiate with them,” said 

Tnalri Anasagasti, spokesman 
for the Basque Nationalist 
Party, which heads the 
Basque regional Parliament 
“People are sick and tired of 
these threats.” 

Topically, ETA calls the 
local news media after an at- 
tack or kidnapping, but the 
group's political arm. Hem 
Batasuna, noted that ETA had 
not claimed responsibility for 
Mr. Delciaux’s disappear- 
ance. Herd Batasuna accused 
the government of trying to 
use Mr. Delclaux’s disap- 
pearance to besmirch Basque 
nationalism. 

“We’ve seen this before, 
that without any proof the 
government blames ETA,” 
saida Hern Batasuna spokes- 
man, Josu Telieria. 

Nonetheless, Interior Min- 
ister Jaime Mayor Oreja said 
that the police were "treating 
this as a kidnapping.” 


Did Jets Have System 
For Alerts in Midair? 


By Matthew L. Wald 

New York Times Service 



TRAVEL UPDATE 


WASHINGTON — Reli- 
able technology to avoid 
midair collisions has been in 
place in big passenger planes 
in the United States since 
1993, in the form of a cockpit 
computer that gives pilots a 
last-minute warning when 
human error is leading to 
what aviators euphemistic- 
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Venice May Limit Tourism in 2000 

VENICE (AFP) — The mayor of Venice, Massimo Cac- 
ciari, has proposed limiting access to the city during cel- 
ebrations to mark the year 2000. 

About 10 million tourists visit Venice annually, over- 
loading transportation facilities and folly reserving accom- 
modations within a 100-kilometer radius during peak times. 

“Some forecasters warn that 15 million extra people will 
come, and some say that the total number of visitors might be 50 
to 60 million,” Mr. Cacciari said. He said he had asked a 
research institute to estimate how many tourists the city could 
accommodate and to propose ways to control their numbers. 


aviators 

ally call “conflict;” 

But the system is not cur- . ler or the crews. 


maintain one-five thousand.” 
Mr. Armstrong said, using 
controller jargon for 15,000 
feeL “The pilot hears five 
thousand and says ‘Roger, out 
of one-six thousand for five 
thousand,’ and die controller 
doesn’t catch the bad read- 
back, or the pilot may not read 
back and just say 'Roger. , 
leaving one-six thousand. ' ’ i; 

The problem is compoun- 
ded when English is not die 
first language of the control - 
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Smog Prompts Car Ban in Prague 

PRAGUE (AP) — The authorities banned most car traffic 
from central Prague on Wednesday after smog levels ex- 
ceeded standards . 

Main roads were blocked, and only taxis, buses and motorists 
who live in the center were granted access. Levels of nitrogen 
oxides reached nearly 1,000 milligrams per cubic meter, the 
CTK news agency said, more than twice the standard. 


There’s a new climate in New Jersey — a New Jersey that is 
open for business. 


In New Jersey you’ll find immediate access to capital, foreign 
and domestic markets, top-notch R & D talent, a well-trained 
workforce and business friendly-government support 


French Guyana’s main labor union called a general strike 
Wednesday, and international flights were canceled after the 
police put down rioting by students demanding better school 
conditions, news organizations in France repented. (AP) 


So come join the more than 1200 international companies 
who conduct business operations in New Jersey. 



New Jersey Department of Commerce 


Look for the New Jersey Supplement in the 
April 17, 1997 issue, published in partnership 
with The International Herald Tribune. 



A rail strike that has disrupted traffic for several days in 
parts of southern France halted service between the Atlantic 
and Mediterranean coasts, as well as to and from Barcelona on 
Wednesday, and looked Likely to spread to Montpellier, muon 
officials said (AP) 


Denmark, Finland and Sweden could be given until J une 
30. 2002, to phase out limits on the amount of alcohol and 
tobacco products that travelers can bring home, the European 
Union's internal market commissioner, Mario Monti, pro- 
posed Wednesday (Reuters) 


rently required elsewhere, 
and even planes around the 
world that happen to have die 
equipment — as they must if 
they ever fly to the United 
States — can be stymied by 
aircraft from the old Soviet 
Union, because many of those 
planes cany electronic equip- 
ment of a different standard 
that makes them invisible to 
the anti -collision system. 

Reports are not clear on 
whether the Saudi Airlines 
Boeing 747 that collided in 
India on Tuesday with a So- 
viet-built Dyushm-76 carried 
the American system, called 
Traffic Alert and Collision 
Avoidance System, or TCAS. 
But several people in the avi- 
ation industry said that they 
believed it did not Nor was it 
clear what equipment was 
carried by (he Ilyushin, 
owned by Kazakstan Air- 
lines. 

“Midair collisions are al- 
ways a result of human er- 
ror,” said Herbert Arm- 
strong, a former air traffic 
controller and airspace plan- 
ner and assistant dean of avi- 
ation at Dowling College in 
New York. 

“It’s not unusual for a pilot 
to misunderstand die altitude 
instructions,” Mr. Armstrong 
said. “An air traffic control- 
ler tells a pilot to descend and 


Or controllers themselves 
may err. 

The avoidance system 
works by having each plane's 
computer query others in die 
sky about their altitude and 
direction. The collision 
avoidance equipment sends 
an electronic question to the 
transponders of die other 
planes, the same transponders 
that identify each plane to 
controllers on the ground. 

On the pilot's screen,' 
traffic that is either six naut- 
ical miles away or different in 
altitude by at least 1,200 feet 
(360 meters) appears as a 
white diamond with a hollow 
center; as it gets closer ho- 
rizontally or vertically it turns 
into a filled- in white dia- +■■ 
mood- If it gets close enough, ^ 
the signal will change to a 
yellow circle, indicating that 
a collision could occur m 35 
to 45 seconds, and a computer- 
synthesized voice will say. 
“Traffic, traffic.” 

On the newest systems,’ 
when a collision is within 20 
to 30 seconds, die screen 
shows a red. square and the 
voice will say to climb, or 
descend, or maintain altitude? 
The new systems, called 
TGAS-2, consult with tfie 
other plane to insure that each 
pilot gets different instruc- 
tions. 
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North America 

The Eastern Stales will 

remain much colder than 

normal through Saturday, 

then turn a M milder Sun- 
day. Chicago wSI have a 
warming trend, perhaps 

with weekend showers. 

San Francisco and Los 

Angelas wffl probably have 

showare for the weekend 

wtnle the Mend mountains 
haw snow. 


Europe 
More rain Is headed for 

recently drenched areas of 

northern Italy, but Roma 

and southern areas wQI be 

quite mild with no more 

tan a tew showers. A few 

Btowem may spread horn 
London through Amster- 
dam to Copenhagen and 
Berfin over me weekend. 
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The Dole Affair : A Campaign Story That Whsn’t 


By Howard Kurtz 

Washington Post Service 


. WASHINGTON — in 
their instant histories of the 
1996 election, news organi- 
zations have been putting the 
■Spotlight on a story that most 
of them studiously avoided 
while the campaign was ra- 
ging. Two majorpabli cations 
•dug out the facts during the 
ifall, then .anguished over, 
•whether to publish them in an 
.episode that preoccupied Bob 
.Dole’s campaign for weeks- 
The story — which quickly 
-became an open secret in 
.Washington — was that Mr. 
Dole had had an extramarital 
^affair that began in 1968, 
"while he was married to his 
first wife. Reporters for The 
■Washington Post hnd Time 
magazine conducted extens- 
ive interviews- with the. Vir- 
ginia woman involved in the 
relationship, which was even- 
tually made public by. a su- 


permarket tabloid, the N*- 
tional Enquirer. 

Now, following Mr. Dole's 
defeat, three lengthy 
magazine reports have em- 
blazoned the story into the 
history of the camp aig n. 

Newsweek repotted that 
Mr. Dole's operation was 
“obsessed with the potential 
Post story'* and regarded it as 
a ’ ‘mortal threat/’ Time 
offered a s imilar account, as- 
serting that Mr. Dole re- 
frained from attacking Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s character 
because he “was worried dial 
a story would break about his 
character/' And The New 
Yorker said that “Dole feared 
a media frenzy that would 
doom his candidacy/' 

For ah foe heated debate at 
Time and The Post over how 
to handle foe story, news of 
Mr. Dole's long-ago affair 
landed quietly when it was 
finally published in the last 
week of October. Reaction to 


POLITICAL V O 7 E S 


Absentee Votes Doom Doman 

SANTA ANA, California — In a stunning turnabout. 
Loretta Sanchez, a Democrat took an apparently in- 
' surmountable lead over an outspoken Republican, Robert 
Doman, in the race for the 46th Congressional District in 
California as absentee ballots were counted 

Ms. Sanchez, who had been behind by 233 votes after 
the Nov. 5 election, moved 929 votes ahead of Mr. Doman 

■ with only about 1,000 left to count. Ms. Sanchez bad 
46£70 votes, or 46.7 percent, to Mr. Doman’s 45,341, or 
45.8 percent. Orange County officials said Wednesday. 

, Site claimed victory but Mr. Doman refused to concede. 

Mr. Doman, who has held the seat for 12 years, said it 
would be difficult to make op the vote deficit but added 
that he had no intention of surrendering without a fight 
He also said that Ms. Sanchez “ran a dirty campaign ’’ and 
that she was “unqualified*' 

Mr. Doman, a Republican whose district has become 
mostly Hispanic, said he would ask Newt Gingrich, 
speaker of the House, to have “every registered voter in 
the district" checked against citizenship files. He said he 
suspected fraudulent voting by noncitizens. (CAT) 

Lawmakers Play ‘Room Draw’ 

WASHINGTON — Armed with detailed floor plans 
1 and the square footage of every House office on Capitol 

• Hill, Lisa Weigle pored over her scouting report and 
' assessed her chances. 

“We have a big office with a view of the Capitol now, 

- but we want better," said Ms. Weigle, office manager for 
Representative Bill McCollum. Republican of Florida. 

■ who has been in Congress for 16 years. 

In a decades-old biennial ritual. House members and 
their aides met in a wood-paneled hearing room to kick 
-off Capitol Hill’s equivalent of toe National Football 
League’s college draft; Room Draw. - 
For the next several days and into next week,' returning 
lawmakers will vie for quarters that have more room of 
better views or are more convenient, offices that will soon 
be vacated by retiring or defeated colleagues. More than 

■ 70 newly elected freshmen in the House will pick last, 
fighting over cramped, broom-closet-like offices. 

As many as one-third erf the 435 House members will 

- have new addresses when the 105th Congress convenes. 

House administrators said. (NYT) 

Political Ads: Tale of the Tube 

WASHINGTON — To watch every repetition of every 

■ Democratic presidential commercial broadcast from die 
beginning of .April through last week's election, you 

■ would have to sit glued to foe set. all day and all night for 
-an entire month.' 

Combined, the two campaigns, and the two major 

• parties, broadcast roughly 1 397 hours, or 58 days, worth 
of commercials in the 75 major U.S. media markets. ’ 

It gels worse: those ads — 167,714 of them — ac- 

■ counted for fewer than 1 in 5 of the 752,891 total political 

television commercials broadcast in that period, from city 
council races on up. (NYT) 

Quote / Unquote 

John S baHman, the campaign manager for Loretta 
Sanchez: * ‘Go liath has been slain, and David, in the n a m e 
of Loretta, is oh the way to Washington/’ (CAT) 


the Enquirer report was 
muted in comparison with foe 
frenzies sparked by similar 
tabloid tales. One newspaper 

— the New York Daily News 

— confirmed and published 
the story. Some news orga- 
nizations — The Boston 
Globe, Newsday. foe New 
York Post, foe Orange 
County Register, Newsweek 
and CNN — gave foe matter 
brief mentions. Many others 
ignored it, including The New 
York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, Wall Street Journal, 
USA Today. NBC, CBS and 
ABC. 

The Washington Post, hav- 
ing decided against publish- 
ing foe story on its own, men- 
tioned the Enquirer report and 
the newspaper's own role in 
several paragraphs deep in a 
routine campaign story. 

Andrew Rosenthal, Wash- 
ington editor of The New 
York Times, captured foe re- 
action of many news exec- 
utives in saying: “This was a 
story about an alleged affair 
that happened 30 years ago. 
Big deal." 

But behind the scenes, it 
surely seemed like a big deal. 
Though Nelson Warfield, Mr. 
Dole’s press secretary, called 
foe Newsweek and Time ac- 
counts of a paralyzed cam- 
paign “far overblown.” cam- 
paign officials acknowledge 
that they expended consider- 
able energy on the matter. 

“It froze our ability to do a 
number of things,” one of- 
ficial said last week, “most 


importantly to have foe can- 
didate commit to television 
interviews" because of fear 
that he might be questioned 
about the story if it was pub- 
lished. 

The Dole camp dispatched 
its general counsel. Doug 
Wurth, to meet with the wo- 
man. Meredith Roberts, and 


This was about an 
alleged affair th at 
happened 30 years 
ago. Big deal. 9 

learn how much evidence she 
had of foe affair. (Plenty, it 
turned out; she kept detailed 
date books and told several 
friends at the time.) 

Some campaign strategists 
considered having Mr. Dole 
break the news himself in an 
interview with a friendly tele- 
vision reporter. And they 
made sure his wife. Elizabeth, 
and his daughter from his first 
marriage, Robin, were avail- 
able for a possible news con- 
ference. 

To argue that the story not 
be published, Mr. Dole’s 
communications director, 
John Buckley, visited Time's 
managing editor, Walter 
Isaacson, while Mr. Warfield 
and a Dole adviser. Mari Will, 
sat down with top Post ed- 
itors. Mrs. Dole called foe 
Post ’s publisher, Donald Gra- 
ham. to urge that the story not 
be printed Mr. Graham said 


he merely notified the paper's 
executive editor, Leonard 
Downie Jr., of foe call. Mr. 
Dole, meanwhile, was kept 
apprised of foe situation. 

It is not clear whether con- 
cern about foe story affected 
Mr. Dole's message as well. 
AfteT foe first presidential de- 
bate. a senior Dole campaign 
official asked Bob Wood- 
ward, one of two Post report- 
ers pursuing foe story, to re- 
mind Mr. Downie that foe 
candidate had not criticized 
Mr. Clinton on character. 

A top campaign official 
denied that the story had 
thwarted plans for Mr. Dole 
to anac k Mr. Clinton's char- 
acter. saying that Mr. Dole 
never planned to criticize Mr. 
Clinton's personal life and 
that “you can’t pull a punch 
you never intended to 
throw.” He said the call to 
Mr. Woodward was an effort 
to say. “See? You guys 
should not be motivated to do 
foe story on a ‘relevance* 
basis." 

Caught in foe middle of this 
high-stakes maneuvering was 
the Australian -bom Ms. 
Roberts, an editor at a Wash- 
ington area trade association. 
Her main goal was to avoid 
becoming tabloid fodder. She 
was dismayed to see the En- 
quirer break foe story after her 
extensive conversations with 
Time and the Post. 

“I am appalled at how foe 
lines of distinction between 
the tabloid and mainstream 
press get blurred. And how 


they use innocent people as 
pawns.” Ms. Roberts, 63. 
told The Boston Globe. She 
said she had shown “ridicu- 
lous naivete" in dealing with 
reporters and that ”1 lost three 
months of my life.” 

Mr. Downie said that foe 
story did not meet his longtime 
standard that to be news- 
worthy. an instance of private 
behavior must involve the 
politician's conduct in office. 

As for Mr. Dole’s criticism 
of Mr. Clinton on matters of 
character, “It was all about 
the president's conduct of of- 
fice. not about his personal 
life.” he said. “So I don't feel 
he was engaged in hypo- 
crisy.” 

Time's Mr. Isaacson said 
he ‘ * wasn T comfortable” 
with the story, particularly 
late in the campaign. “The 
bar is a little higher a couple 
of w eeks before foe election 
because everything is more 
explosive." hie said. He was, 
however, willing to publish 
foe information as part of 
what he called a “broad con- 
text story” after foe election. 

Steve Coz. the editor of foe 
National Enquirer, sees it dif- 
ferently. 

"It's news, period." he 
said before the election. 
“This is a guy who’s got a 
family values campaign, 
who’s constantly pointing a 
finger at Bill Clinton on ethics 
issues. 

He says. T keep my word.' 
What about his marriage 
vows?" 


> * Winnull 



Ron Konti/RrflrcTs 

DIGGING OUT — A Chardon, Ohio, man clearing 
three feet of snow from a vehicle sales lot Many 
northeast Ohio schools and businesses remained 
closed Wednesday, but a four-day storm eased. 


Away From Politics 

• A routine complaint about a crying child led New York 

police to stumble on the headquarters of what they called a 
heavily armed leftist cult that had been living quietly in 
Brooklyn for 20 years. Police officials said that the 30 people 
arrested in foe raid late Tuesday night were followers of the 
late Eugenio Perenie -Ramos, who had created a mythological 
persona as a radical labor organizer. Police officers recovered 
26 rifles. 5 shotguns and 2 working replicas of Thompson 
submachine guns from the buildings where foe group 
lived. (NYT l 

• The Supreme Court made it easier for foe government to 

deport some immigrants who entered the country through 
fraud. Ruling unanimously in a California case, the court said 
immigration authorities can deny waivers to some people who 
entered through fraud even though it has a general policy of 
disregarding such acts. ( AP\ 

• The Washington financial control board has given the 

public school system in foe national capital “an absolute F.” 
issuing a scathing report that said the city's school board and 
Superintendent Franklin L. Smith have wasted hundreds of 
millions of taxpayer dollars and cheated foe District’s school- 
children out of a decent education. (WPl 

• An army drill sergeant was sentenced to five months in 

jail and dishonorable discharge for having had sex with three 
female recruits. As Staff Sergeant Loren B. Taylor pleaded 
guilty, army officials announced that two other instructors at 
Fort Leonard Wood. Missouri, faced similar charges and that 
seven others had been suspended. (API 


9 Die, 13 Missing in Peruvian Quake 


Commerce Aide’s Calls 
To Lippo Face Scrutiny 


mr** 


By Stephen Labaton 

Ne*‘ York Times Service 

"WASHINGTON — The 
inspector-general at the Com- 
merce Department has begun 
a review of a series of contacts 
between John Hoang, a fanner 
trade official, and the large 
Indonesian financial group for 
whom he had once worked, 
administration officials said. 

Mr. Huang was a trade of- 
ficial at foe Commerce De- 
partment from the summer of 
1 994 until foe end of last year, 
when he became a fund-raiser 
for the Democratic National 
Committee. He was suspen- 
ded from that post last month 
after reports foal he had so- 
licited several large, ques- 
tionable contributions. 

The Commerce Department 
said Tuesday that government 
documents “appear to present 

a oestians concerning foe con- 
dot** of Mr. Huang when he 
was a deputy assistant secret- 
ary for international economic 
policy. The documents have 
been turned oyer to foe in- 
spector general’s office. 

‘ Officials who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity said foe 
t documents included toll re- 
• cotds of telephone calls made 
from Mr. Huang's office at foe 
Commerce Department to ex- 
ecutives of foe Lippo Group- 
Before arriving in Washmg- 
ton. Mr. Huang worked as a 


senior American executive of 
foe company. The records do 
not indicate the content of the 
calls and the inspector general 
will try to determine whether 
they were proper or involved 
confidential information or 
any work he may have done on 
behalf of Lippo. 


Reuters 

NAZCA, Peru — Rescue 
workers tried Wednesday to 
reach remote mining villages 
in southern Bern, where at least 
13 miners were feared trapped 
underground after an earth- 
quake left nine people dead 
and more than 500 injured. 

Tens of thousands of 
people spent the night on the 
streets after their houses were 
destroyed by the quake, 
which shook southern Item at 
midday Tuesday and rocked 
Lima for a minute. 

The hardest-hit towns were 
along the Pacific coast: at 
Nazca. which is 460 kilome- 
ters south of the capital, Lima, 
and where 300 people were 
injured, and at Tea, 150 ki- 
lometers to the north, where 
200 others were injured of- 
ficials said Wednesday. 

The army and police flew 
tents, blankets and food into 
Nazca, where six of the 
deaths occurred The quake 
left 25,000 homes uninhab- 
itable, Mayor Luz Tones Ze- 
garra said. 

Otacar Lucar, who is 
Nazca’s fire chief and was co- 


ordinating rescue operations, 
said there were reports that the 
13 miners were trapped in 
three gold mining zones in foe 
department of lea at Incas, 
Salamanca and Ingemo. 

One miner died in Moy- 
ofaauca, 600 kilometers south 
of Lima, and 10 more were 
seriously injured said Celso 
Cahachahua, a community 


leader in foe mining village. 

President Alberto Fujimori, 
speaking from Japan during a 
nine-day official visit to Asia, 
said early reports that 300 
workers were trapped at the 
Huanca gold mine. 500 kilo- 
meters somh of Lima were 
false. 

“I made the decision to re- 
turn when I was informed 


about 300 miners trapped in 
tunnels. But this news has now 
been discounted” Mr. 
Fujimori said, adding that he 
would continue his mp. 

The quake measured 6.4 on 
the Richter scale, and its epi- 
center was 100 kilometers 
southeast of lea. Luis Vilcaof 
the Peruvian Geophysics In- 
stitute said. 



Now, there's 
a callback service 
you recognize. 


The New AT&T International Call Plan 


Get all the savings of a Callback 

service combined with the quality 

connections and dependability only 

AT&T can offer To find out more; ask ^ 

your local operator to place a collect i 

call to AT&T on + 44 171 505 6580. ’ 

Note; Not available in all countries, AFsT 
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The sensation of lime 



CONCORD 

’. valclirid- -srs -Sbv. ■? i 

SWISS 


CONCORD 
SARATOGA* SL 

Pure pleasure 
on the wrist .. 

Guki 
rich, solid, 
eighteen karat 
(coup M with 

stainless steel), 

milled by hand, 
link by link, 
into n timepiece 
that quickens 
the pulse 



Ghatila Je*eoers 
London Graal Bnlam 
Tel. ^44 171 49 39 833 

Salran Jwllterte 
Paris. Franc* 
TeL+331 J5 63 ia It 



The Japanese work ethic even extends 
to the schedule of Japan Airlines. 
Across Europe, no one offers as many 
evening departures to Japan as JAL Our 
late flights from London. Paris, Frankfurt, 
and Amsterdam allow a full day’s work 
before travelling to Japan. 

And because you arrive in the afternoon, 
you’ll have time to property prepare 
yourself lor business the next morning. 
To book a ticket call your local JAL 
office or contact your travel agent. At 
the end of the day, it’s the only way 
to fly to Japan. 



Japan Airlines 


A BETTER APPROACH TO BUSINESS 
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Netanyahu Is Said to Cancel U.S. Trip 


By Serge Schmemann 

New fori Tunes Service 


JERUSALEM — Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu canceled a trip to 
the United States on Wednesday to per- 
sonally lead the elusive search for an 
agreement on Hebron, Israeli television 
reported. 

While intensive meetings were re- 
ported late into the night Tuesday and 
throughout Wednesday, Mr. Netanyahu 
continued issuing statements that he still 
intended to fly to Seattle to address a 
Jewish meeting. That trip would have 
effectively delayed a Hebron settlement 
by a week. 

In an unusual development, the chief 
Israeli negotiator. Abu Mazen, visited 
Mr. Netanyahu in his office Wednesday. 
Other meetings were held in Gaza and in 
the Jerusalem offices of a lawyer as- 
sisting Mr. Netanyahu in the negoti- 
ations, Yitzhak Molho, and in the even- 
ing the chief negotiators gathered at the 
Tel Aviv residence of the U.S. am- 
bassador. Martin Indyk. as they had the 
night before. 

The United States' Mideast coordin- 
ator. Dennis Ross, was scheduled to 
make a stopover in Tel Aviv, en route 
from Cairo to Washington, and there 
was speculation that he would look in on 
the negotiations. 

While Mr. Netanyahu's reported 
change of plans raised another round of 
speculation that an agreement was im- 
minent, diplomats close to the nego- 
tiations sard there was still no telling 
whether the talks would be concluded 
Wednesday night, next week or later. 

The diplomats said the problems were 
on several levels. In the agreement it- 


self, Palestinians were still resisting Is- 
rael's demand that its troops be allowed 
to re-enter areas ceded to Palestinian 
control to pursue potential terrorists. 

On a political level. Yasser Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader, was said to be 
iasisting on a written pledge from Mr. 
Netanyahu to honor other commitments 
in the Israeli -Palestinian agreements, in- 
cluding further transfer of West Bank 
territory to Palestinian control. There 
were reports that the Israelis were coun- 
tering with a demand from Mr. Arafat to 
keep his commitments, including mea- 
sures against militant Islamic organi- 
zations. 

Finally, there were reports that the 
relative inexperience of the Israeli ne- 
gotiators. coupled with the distrust of 
the Palestinian team in the new Israeli 
government, were seriously complic- 
ating the negotiations. 

Despite the fact that Israeli officials 
have regularly claimed over the past 
month that an agreement was imminent, 
new anticipation welled again this week 
for two reasons. One was that the Amer- 
ican election was now over, and Israelis 
who have assumed that Mr. Arafat was 
holding out until after President Bill 
Clinton was re-elected believed be 
would now settle. The other was Mr. 
Netanyahu's planned trip, which placed 
something of a deadline before the ne- 
gotiators. 

Military preparations for redeploy- 
ment in Hebron appeared virtually con- 
cluded. New Israeli military bunkers 
stood at critical junctures around the 
Jewish enclaves in the hedit of the city, 
home to about 450 zealous Jewish set- 
tlers. and the military headquarters was 
freshly painted and all but empty. 


Former Israeli positions on die bills 
overlooking the center were empty, but 
a large new contingent of Israeli police 
were evident in the Jewish enclaves, 
prepared to cope with any resistance by 
the residents. 

Israeli officials said die army was 
prepared to move out Saturday night, 
and that the actual handover would be 
done quickly. 

According to details of the agreement 
that have emerged, Israeli troops will 
withdraw from most of Hebron, a city of 
120,000 Palestinians, bur will retain 
control over the Israeli enclaves, as well 
as some roads, vantage points and Arab 
neighborhoods that they claim they 
need to ensure the safety of the Jews. As 
a result. Israeli soldiers will continue to 
have direct control in areas inhabited by 
about 12,000 Palestinians. 

As the talks have dragged on week 
after week, Hebron has become increas- 
ingly contentious as an Israeli political 
issue. Ardent rightists feel Mr. Net- 
anyahu is betraying the conservative 
cause by agreeing to withdraw from 
Hebron, while other Israelis have be- 
come increasingly concerned about die 
potential for violence posed by the 
Hebron Jews. There were reports that 
the settlers bad built up a cache of arms 
in their compounds. 

Noam Amon, a spokesman for the 
settlers, scoffed at the notion that Israeli 
withdrawal would be a step toward 
peace. “You can see how the army now 
is preparing itself for die new peace that 
is going to come , how many walls and 
sandbags and bulletproof positions, ’ ' be 
said. “What we say today is that there is 
a potential massacre and pogrom again 
in Hebron.” 


JASPER JOHNS: 
Privileged Information 

By JiU Johnston. 336 pages. 
127 J0. Thames and Hudson. 


Reviewed by 
EBen Edwards 


F OR anyone following the 
monumental career of 


X monumental career of 
Jasper Johns, at once the most 
enigmatic and brilliant of con- 
temporary painters, every ex- 
hibition, every new direction, 
is a revelation. But most of 
those revelations come from 
what die viewer sees in the 

work. 

JIU Johnston’s ambitious 
book undertakes, with mixed 
success, to change all that. In 
pursuit of Johns's story, she 
has made betself into some- 
thing of a private detective, a 
relentless seeker of informa- 
tion about an uncooperative 
subject But at times she loses 
sight of her goal in a swirling 
mass of details chat she seems 
unable to son out by impor- 
tance. 

Johnston’s principal theme 
is dial Johns should not 
simply be seen as creating 
painting about painting, sur- 
face for the sake of surface. 
His is emotional work, she 
says quite convincingly, in a 
way many Johns aficionados 
might never have suspected: 
demanding , diffi cult and ul- 
timately rewarding. 

Johns has been an artistic 
force of enormous power ever 
since his first “Flag” in the 
mid-1950s, and that contin- 
ues today with the opening 
last men til of his major career 


retrospective at the Museum 
of Modem Art. He wouldn't 
be interviewed for the book, 
and refused to let any of his 
works be reproduced in iL He 
instructed friends and relat- 
ives not to talk to Johnston; 
some obeyed his command, 
others did not While his work 
has helped define the para- 
meters of contemporary 
American pointing, Johns is 
rarely available for inter- 
views in the general press. 
When he is, he reveals tittle. 

So Johnston had her work 
cut out for her, and she has 
produced an impressive crit- 
ical biography mat broadens 
the reader's understanding of 
the artist's life and work. Its 
single most annoying flaw is 
that there is way too much 
“how I got this story” — 
extraneous details about 
Johnston and her difficult 
pursuit of her subject. 

This is not a book for the 
casual reader. If you can gpt 
past the self-indulgent tidbits 
about Johnston, she is still 
writing for an audience 
already interested in and aware 
of the subject. 

Her great revelation, among 
the images Johns has hidden in 
his pictures and tbe sources for 
his ait. is the inspiration he 
took from the Isenheim Al- 
tarpiece, created in tbe early 
1500s by Mathias Grueoe- 
wald. Johns fust saw tbe Al- 
tarpieceml976.nl a church in 
Colmar, France, and he visited 
it again in 1979. Soon he was 
hiding a figure of a soldier 
from it in his paintings. 

Johnston makes tbe case 


that his fascination with the 
meaning of the Altarpiece 
and his appropriation of it are 
a key to much of his work, and 
indeed it is a fascinating thes- 
is. But it is frustrating, too, 
because of the lack of repro- 
ductions, and will send you 
scrambling for Johns's pic- 
ture books in a sort of 
“Where’s Waldo?” search to 


find the figure in the pamt-^ 

m But for those interested .in j 
Johns’s work — and that, 
would have to include anyone 1 

interested in art in the second: 

half of the 20th century— this ; 

is enormously intriguing. ■ 

Ellen Edwards is on the \ 
stag of The Washington Post, j 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 


O N the diagramed deal, 
from the World Gham- 


v/ftom tiie World Cham- 
pionship semifinal, East- 
West for Denmark were per- 
mitted to play in four hearts, 
just making , after using a hy- 
penhoderh “Eudding device: 
West opened ewa -spades, 
which sho wed a weak hand 
with length in an unspecified 
suit. North -South were unable 
to enter the bidding. 

In the replay, as shown, In- 
donesia readied four hearts 
tty a natural route. When his 
partner's four spades was 
doubled. South bid four no- 
trump to suggest a minor-suit 
contract West then doubled 
the retreat to five diamonds. 

Tbe singleton spade was 
led, and when dummy played 
low the Indonesian East 
played the jack. 

South won with the king 
and led the diamond jack. 
When West played low. 
South made the winning 
guess by playing low from 


dummy. When he followed j 
with another diamond. Heoky j 

Lasut for Indonesia pump bis : 

ace. He noted that his partner j 
discarded the heart deuce, 
suggesting three cards m that ! 
suit rather than two. He then • 
underfed his hearts, allowing i 
his partner to win with the-; 
jack and return a spade to j 
score the decisive niff. I 


NORTH CD) 

♦ AQ864 
0 86 
OK64 

♦ J 10 7 

west EAST 

* 2 AJ10953 

7AKQ10B93 0142 
0*03 * 8 

It? +Q532 

SOOTH 

♦ K7 
07 

e J 10 9 7 5 2 
+ AK64 


to 'swart 


-vMfl 


Neither side was vulnerable. The bid j 

North East South W«’ J 
pus Pass 2 o 

4 ♦ DbL «N- T - 

5$ Pass Pass DfcL. 

Pass Pas* ***** n ■ 

West tenth* spade twa 


INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFIED 


Personals 


Auto Rentals 


SACRED HEART OP JESUS and Si 
-beta My tavig drafts for ansaeng my 
prayers KTSR 


BARBIE AS 24 


RENT AUTO DERGI FRANCE 
24 ttJURS: FF185 - 7 DAYS FF 150G 
Tat 01 45 87 27 W 


SINCERE THANKS. Sacred Hear oi 
Jesus & St Jude for help granted. 
Please confine protecting us. GJ.S 


Legal Services 


OUR NEXT SPECIAL HEADN& 

REAL ESTATE 
Vi & AROUND PARIS 


PrtrHm TVA an dm u taste 
t Mducjton dap ontete su r darat te) 
rten placa tes basses antErteus 



Offshore conpames. For use bro- 
om or states Tat London 44 1ST 741 
1224 Fate 44 181 748 B55B/633B 
mwoppetoacaufc 



THANK YOU SAINT JUDE and Sacred 
Head of Jesus lor prayers answered. 
ADJC. 


DIVORCE M 1 0AY. No trawl. Witte: 
Box 377, Sudbury, MA 01778 USA Tet 
50BM43JQ87. Foe 50BM4M1B3. 


(Sales and Mate) 
■4 be appeangon 
Friday, Nomrabre 22nd. 


FRANCE (one Q en FFd - TVA 2Dj% 
GO: 3,77 F0D*: 2J90 

SCST 12 fl SCSP: 5,18 


MSURANCE BANCS 
COUP AMES & TRUSTS 


Business Sendees 


UK one Ben Ul -TVA 17,5% (fad 8%) 
GO: ngwft fOO*: 0,3453 


Moving 



DIVORCE n 24 his. Lawyer. No Travel 
Since 1969. Tet ++9729.7718292, Fax 
9723.7718294. Htip://wwwJre1lo-i$ra- 
eLxmtfmns. CanfiJenal 8 ffecrete 


For more deals cteese eortat 


AULJE1UGNE (zm I) DM - 1VA 15% 
ZONE I ■ E: 




PARE Tel: (01) 41 0 83 85 
or Fac (01) 41 O 93 70 
E-mat cfessfiedOhLasn 


Announcements 

FEEUNG tow? - 1 
(CLP erns-bne 
llpjn. Tat Paris | 

retina protians7 SOS 
in EngfsA 3 p.m - 
01) 47 23 60 BO 


GO: 1JS 

ZONE I - / : 

GO: 1,10 

2 UE B-F: 

GO. 1.08 
ZUEN-F: 

SCSP: 138 
ZONE N -G: 
GO. 1J09 



Contact the Paris office: 

1^(33-1)41 4893 85-Boc (33-1) 41 43 93 70 

E-mail: cLasraBed@ihLcom 




Business Tteraf 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 


SCSP: 1,40 

scsp \m 


FDD: 035 


TRUSTEES LTD 

19 P* Road, Dooffae, tie of Mw 
Teh OtBM 826591 
Ac 01824 625128 
London Tab 7771) 223 an 
Fee (Irtf 2311511 
E IM No. ateonGentapriauist 


CONFERENCES & EXHIBITIONS 


BBiSQUE en FBI - TVA 21% 

ea 2234 foci ii.li 

SC97: 'Q'n SCSP 


fallback 

Offers 

Lowest Rates 
Ever! 


laMtoatoaxs Clan Fiequart Tmefere 
Wbfidtede. Up to 50% eft No oowons, 
no restrictions. Imperial Canada Tel: 
1-514-341-7227 Fax: 1-51 *-341 -7896. 
e-inti address mnerid®k»in,Det 
MpJtawwJofln J raf ftiip srite 


Fumfeted apartments. 3 reentos or more 
re iriumished, restate* areas 


25 32 25 

3 63 37 09 


Capital AvaBabb 



33 rd SALON DE LA 

PISCINE 


29 November- 9 December 

PARIS EXPO - Porte de VERSAILLES - Hell 2.2 


H0UANDE (zonti) NLG4 - TVA 17,9% 
GO: 1268 


HSH NON-RESDENT 
COMPANIES £225 


COttlSrCLAUBUSUfcESS FINANCE 
avafebto far any viable projects wrid- 
wide. Fax Mat synapsis in EngSsh to 
Corporate Adwnce6Tf+)44-1 273621300. 
Quote Refere nc e Tt 


Enjoy even greater savings on 
totemafional cafe. Benefit from toe 


LUXEMBOURG an LUW - TVA 13% 
GO: 20,00 


E5PAGNE fan A) an PTAS4-7VA 16% 
GQ 86,12 

SC9T. 101 £4 SCSP: 103.2B 


IdeeJ taxewkfence nhfcfea: 

Low profia, tax baa European. Stable 
far Yacfr g. eonate ncy 8 other 
acMioL For mnadtea saris coreaft 


htemarionai cafe. Benefit from toe 
same tow rates 24-houre a day. We 
secure toa dearest and most ratable 
Enas. Use Ktiback from home, wok 
or holsb and saw. 


Cti now and ana am todayl 


* lisaga ragtooiens 


Sih Morphy. Director, Sovereip 
Company Srericaa, 99 FRzwdfaB 
Square, Dubft) 2, kateod. 


Tel 1-206-2S4-8800 



AT HOME M PARS 


Tet + 353 1 6618490 Fac 6618493 


Fax 1-208-282-6666 
Unas open 24 Ixus. 
Agents taqwies wefcoma! 


Even- day 10.30 am - S.OO pm 
Late Evening Friday 6 : ' until 11.00 pm 

Crc:.- : :3!:cn. ?,=-) OF - i- £ :rm3:. : :r; 03 36 63 CC 5' 
Minrie:: 36 16 $ALCN$ iF?;.2?F.-T.r,. sxc!. ter 


Attention visitors 


SS^PARIS BOAT SHOW 

30 NOVEMBER - 9 DECEMBER 96 
PARIS-PORTE DE VERSAILLES 

Welcome aboard l 


Breiyday 

I 0 . 30 am-Bp.nl. 


Late evening B^december 
until 11 pjn. 


Chard!*, v. fittir.gs. 
accessories 

Rc.vinc and c 2 rice;ng : 
kayaks 
Moxrbcats 
Racing 

’/arics des-jnat.ons 
Finishing - The press 
Various '/ghl erzt 
Federate ns and 
associations 


Ferial. 

hire-chahe: 

Motors, engines 

D'ving 

!nf!atcb : es 

Tra.. : ?rs 

Ser/icas 
Inland were- 
tourism 
Sailboats 


se?5 r:.V 1-2.22 !r. i-n, fc T-r. C3 Zi 62 CO 5 ’ 

3 6 !C 0~LQ::$ (1.2-3 fr rr.ni- '2- 



READY IW0E C04, FULL AH6N 
TRADE DOCIABfTE AM) L/C 
BANKNS A ACCOIJUTWG 
CHMA BUSME95 SBTVKXS 


ConBB Ste ta Ho tor hmsrfiate 
sencas 6 naw brochure 
MACS LTD, Room 906, Ation Ptea 
2-6 Gan* Road, TST, Kotin, 
Hong top. Mtt nacsiWcsapgjret 
Tet 852-2724122! Fax 2722073 



• Ftiy bsvteai modem oficas 
ad conference rooms to ret by toe 
Ixv. itey, isonfli ct 

’ Yore tactical or premanam ban 

* Presfioe rating addon. Al santoas 

8 BE — 

91, Ffl SFHoaore 75009 Paris 
Tfe (0) 1 4471 3636 Fax (0) 1 4266 1560 


PARK PROW) 

Apartrans to rent bnishod re not 
Sties A Pmpady HretagoresS Services 
25 Av Hocharawi to hi 1-45611020 .. 




Tet (01) 45 63 25 60 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Area Furnished 


Band Street - Iteti, Rrons, Fax, Telex 
Tat 44 171 409 9182 Free T7l 489 7517 


feh, CBfTRAL PARS. Begot 9SBjra. 
2 bads, 2 batos, cow. brigftl« 3.0CB 
montfe from Dec. •* Tat m 4000 003 




International 
HeraM Tribune 
ads woric. i;. : 




SA IX ) N 


Escorts 4 


BELGRAVIA 

ORCHIDS 

LONDON - PARIS 


ViP. 

FtaCtan Escort Seraice in toeCEpU 
of Scope. Any state any language awBl- 
abie ter d occaarea : tfanas, eranng- 
psrtes, wetirends. wticomtog at toe ate 
port 6 teousine nfih driver. Al credit 
cants accepted. 24NM, 7 dan a week. 


TeL ++3V2MZ7 28 Z7 
ZisictaGanaraBaseMamaRaMat 
IB* LONDON - BRUSSELS - V1EIMA 
COSMOS Escort Agency. CiecS Cards 


PHONE: (+32J8 646«L93 
FAX: (432^64L71A6 
E-raaidrtBnetjWfwetewpeintoboanLbB 


WIBWATKJNALTOUQl 

Execattve Escort Senrice 
Gremany, Pare, New Yak, Union 


INTERNATIONAL RECRUITMENT 


You will find below a selection of employment offers published in last Mon da/ s International Herald Tribune 
For a copy of last Monday's paper, please contact Fred Ronan on Paris 01 41 43 93 91 


MANAGEMENT 


International Public 
Affairs - Manager 

Based in Brussels - Ref: 2912 NT 
Company / Commercial 
based in Ireland - Ref: 2922 NT 
Project Finance / Energy 
based in Singapore - Ref: 385 DL 
Junior In-House Attorney 
based In Munich - Ref: 821 NT 
Company / Corporate 
based in Hong Kong - Ref: 261 DL 
Banking / Aviation Finance 
based in Paris - Ref: o58 DL 



Laurence SIMONS 
International Legal Recruitment 
Craven House 
121 Kingsway 
London WC2B6PA- UK 


Training & Recruitment Manager 

Ref: HRUK/1 196 


A large, diversified 
trading Company 


Fax CV to: 

Director of Personnel 
Kuwait: (+965) 484 7244 
or (+965) 4846819 


Chief of Unit 
Electronics Engineer, P-4 

based in New York City 


United Nations 


United Nations 
Office of Human 
Resources Management 
Support Staffing Section 
Room S-2535 
New York, NY 1 001 7 - USA 


THE FieST Jt THE HOST SINCERE 
16-88t HTBUttTfONAL 
BEAUTFUL A ELEGANT STUDENTS 
SECRETARES, AH HOSTESSES 8 
unnHg + 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


BEVERLY HILLS 
NEW YORK 


SERVICE WORLDWIDE 

Escort Agncy Cratt Cards Vticoree 


TEL LONDON ++ 44 (0) 


0171 589 5237 



Tel: London 0171 2S6 1033 




R I 


llfiTFOMOME Ii 

TWStJCs*. I- 


M 


18NOVFM! 
\ INTI.1 n 






STAR1HS& ACTRESSES 

■AITROm-COTE ITAZUR*PARE* 
■AttWWUSSasiBJMCHllW 

UIGJW310KXW Exeat Serrfre 
Tri: 66^0) 335 G32326B. CmB arris. 


FRANKHJRT-COLOGteOUSSBDORF 
WBBADBMWKZ-HBSSflfflS 
Gabft Escort Satis +49(0)171-5311835 


11 i 

if - i 




FRANKFURT 8 REGION 

Hrti Class Estsrt, Dtooer 6 Date Sretia 

Tet 069 * 610 686 


TIE ULTUATE ESCORT SBIVICE 


LONDON IEATHR0V 

TEL 0171 34S 0637 


FRANKFURT Hfta-a Escort Santa 
fatal. French + Bigfeh nctem 
0172 - 72 86 565 


"htXEYA INT’LT 
Escort Sanies - - 

Tet 0227 731 63 52 - 089603 35 16 


«SJS HIGH SOCBrVBUVMm 
COTE D'AZUR l ZURICH ’ GENF 
.totem afanti Escort & Travel Santee 
Vtena 4443-1-5354104 U awM 


GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN 
BASS, LAUSAN4E, H0NTTHJX 
Ctij ^348 00 89 Escort Agmcy 
ZURICH UJZBS4 OU4832334 


ATLANTIC 


MIBVIATKMAL TOP MODELS 
SK.VER GOLD PLATWUM SBIVICE 


lECBtCLE 

THE ESCORT AGENCY 
LOWXJN 


GUH0UH WTEffllATKWAL 

LONDON BC0HT SSWCE 
0171 724 6771 


BGH 50CETY 
WotoBe Escort Satie 
ftead Office lreidon 
Tab London 0171 266 1033 


NEW YORK 

EVSIYIIAJOR OTf USA & CANADA 


++ (1) 2t2 785 1919 


0171 *6 0059 

SbptrBmbttthttmwold 

CMCMAnpu 


TTj, 

Vi : l . 


”«ADW HAiaONY “ 

Top Escort Satia Entikti 

Ttie 434 1 30g 35 M nr 906 61 89 64 


jWBWBLAH* R01FVBW 
fflCVATURJCH' tinta GBWANY 
G* Sortie Vienna +43-1-21204 31 


*W«SOR club - VBOA ESCORT 
Serve* 5., Ream* Wfenzata 2a 

0223580 68 84 


LONDON PARIS 

EVBTY MAJOR CITY VORLDteDE 


++ 44 (D) 7000 77 04 1U22B3 


hOpAnfi^ewta- 
hodreicati tafe BBcJ Ui 
E-NAl: tifeaBctiref— jcaai 


Twmr miMr 

TIP WTL PRVATE ESO0RJS 
■AID l ROME 439 83462257787 
MMX « 0772 6902786 

jtaS 7 


CHaaAKCORTSaWICE 
51 Setadw^Haca, Lnadon SWl 
Tat 0171-584 8513 


faCKY Chatanafic, Besfll 
bi&BEBnit Sente 
tanfaigtotOin 792 0061.- 


L0ND04FS MOST EWTW6 24 W 
■nawrauL escort service 


VENUS IN FURS 


0171-362 7000 

Al caafe * Manes boatenst aebxm 




ROllfcKDAM WWTFS 

&WtS«ti8. 

RofWtan. Tst *81 cm 6 32036030 


■SHOr.WJWliFHSElLY 
fiRart Satie. London ffl; 
Tot Q17HH5 2525 


* . 'Mm 


t-i 


rauN-HAHioirs' 

W«fe Escort Santa 
T* 0172 - 30145 SB 


VBHA^UAHrvigiU 
Ki.KTOPMODaffiCOflTtTtati 
Sawe U Bnpe ++43-1-71B 7355 


BUCK ORCHDS ESCORT SBIHCE 

STSkfiTi SfiT" 


naWAS BBT ESCORT saws. 
JtaKSy tiegart,' atoaettw, smug 
™pre A VtetfB: H+43 1) 5335044 


g«CT-6«A 
Escort Sawoe 
2taadi 079 350 60 65 
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VOC5S Back to Jail 

German CourtRulingCited 

The Associated Press 1 

BERLIN — A "former East German military official, 
convicted in the deaths of East Germans attempting to 
■flee- to the West, was jailed Wednesday after being freed 
-on appeal, a day after Germany's highest court made it 
■ easier for the verdict to stick. - - • 

Klaus-Dieter Baumgartm, a deputy defense, minister 
- and once commander of East German border troops, was 
'convicted of manslaughter and attempted manslaughter 
■ ; in September for his role in enforcing East Germany's 
-shoot-to-ldU policy. He was sentenced to 6VS years. 

Mr. Baumgarten had been freed on appeal, but Berlin 
justice officials said without elabor atin g that they jailed , 
him because he was likely to flee. 

• Although officials could have taken the step earlier, a 
decision Tuesday by -Germany's- Constitutional .Court 
provides greater legal authority to jail former East Ger- 
man officials whose appeals on similar convictions are 
pending or whose trials are under way. 

Under that ruling, fanner East German officials who 
ordered that people attempting to flee to the West be 
killed cannot use a& a legal defense that they -were only 
upholding Easr German law. 

In rejecting the appeal of three former hi gh - rankin g 
Communist functionaries; the court said the shoot-to-kill 
orders that resulted in the deaths of more than 500 people 
during East Germany's 41 -year existence violated basic 
A human rights. 


- \ Financier Shows Up 
For Prison in Milan 


11 W the 

ribunc 

2*i* r ngj 


’.V t!"5 

* — * i. 

• • •’ -- 5 


T * -”I7 

* : if£ 
r r ? *t 

. - s, •• -va 

'.-zrx 

- r ^Vs £ 
V-"“‘ r 

*.. *• i; : 2 a 


. r -. -Aj-ri 


* • Reuters . - • 

. * ROME — ■ The financier 
Sergro Cusani, who helped 
expose rampant con-option at 
the heart of Italy’s political 
old guard, turned himself into 
prison authorities Wednesday 
to begin a four-year sentence 
fbrfaribeiy. ; . 

. Mr. Cu&ani the first major 


Italy’s “Tangeraopoir 
(Bribesvilk). scandals, ar- 
rived at Milan’s San Vittore 
prison, suitcase in hand. 

“I am at peace with my- 
self. .1 will by to buDd 
something useful for people 
inside prison, where life car- 
ries on even if it’s not a very 
good life,** he said. 

Mr. Cusani was convicted 
two years ago for his part in a 


Hugo Buchtfaal Dies; 
Art Historian Was 87 


. The Associated Press 

LONDON -r- Hugo Buch- 
thal, 87, who escaped from 
Nazi Germamr and became an 
acclaimed New , York Uni- 
versity art historian and spe- 
cialist in medieval. Summa- 
tion, died here Sunday. 

He pioneered research on 
fee illustration of Christian 
books feat were hand-copied 
6y European*^ fee 12th and 


13th centuries in Jerusalem 
under the Crusaders. 

In 1958 be published an 
radairaed book, “Miniature 
Painting in; fee Latin King- 
dom of Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Buchtbal also won 
praise for his study of the fee 
fell of Troy as it was retold 
during the Middle Ages and 
as it appeared in 14th century 
illuminated manuscripts. 
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An Algerian soldier patrolling in the village of Douar Ben-Salah on Wednesday after the overnight raid 
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bv 20 to 25 attackers. 


12 Algerians Die 
In a Rebel Raid 
South of Algiers 


PARIS — A group of 20 to 25 men 
killed 12 Algerians, including four wo- 
men and three children, in an overnight 
raid on a village south of Algiers. Al- 
gerian security forces said Wednesday. . 

The 12 were “assassinated in a cow- ; 
ardly way." the official Algerian press 
agency, APS. quoted security forces as 
saying. Algerian authorities use the 
term when civilians have been slain by 
Muslim guerrillas. 

An official said the attackers struck 
Douar Ben-Salah, 50 kilometers (30 
miles) south of the capital, just before 1 
A.M. Wednesday. ; 

“Those killed were 10 from one fam- 
ily and two other people,” he said. 
“Some were killed with knives, others 
were shot.” 

The killings were carried out two 
weeks ahead of a Nov. 28 referendum 
on altering the constitution. Among oth- 
er provisions, proposed changes would 
ban political parries based on religion. 

More than 50,000 people are estim- 
ated to have died in violence since the. 
authorities canceled 1992 elections that 
Muslim fundamentalists were poised to 
win. President Lamine ZerouaJ has 
promised to hold general elections in the 
first half of 1997? 


scandal over bribes pmS by 
the insurance firm SAI to win 
contracts from ENL fee en- 
ergy conglomerate. He was 
the central figure in another 
major corruption trial 
centered on ENl that is under 


. . Italy's highest court con- 
firmed Mr. Cusani’s jail term 
- Tuesday and also upheld sen- 
tences onformer Prane Min- 
ister Bettiao Graxi and nine 
others. 

A Mr. Ccaxi is in sfelf-im- 
. posed exQe in Tunisia and is. 
unlikely to return , home to 
face'prison. 

He received a jail term of 
554 years for the SAI affair 
and has more than 25 years of 
prison sentences accumulated 
against him from other trials. 
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Appears every Friday. 
Tb advertise contact 
FredRonan 

Tel: + 33 141 43 93 91 
Fax: + 33 141 43 93 70 
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Unlike my computer, 

I don’t understand the meaning 

of the word ‘no’. 
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The wp«i ‘failure’ isn’t part of our vocabulary. And 
‘can’t* is a four, letter word we never use. 

My^. name is VVerner Hoellerbauer and I'm Chief 
technology officer for Philips Speech' Processing. 

J work in the field of speech recognition. Our goal 
is to not just invent something then leave tt in the 
l^oiTfeory, but to make it worik out in the real world. 

Hence die world's first continuous speech recognition - 
system for text creation. . 

Burdo6%*ixpect us to stop ’there. One day we will develop an even better 
^isyitBmi.Y^fiave our word on it 
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Q &A /Chris Patten 


Advice to China: Stay 
Relaxed on Hong Kong 


In his four years as ihe 28th and final 
governor of the British colony of Hong 
Kong, Chris Patten has repeatedly 
clashed with the Chinese over his plans 
to make democratic reforms in the 
colony. On Wednesday, he spoke with 
Michael Getter and Erik Ipsen of the 
International Herald Tribune in Paris. 

Q. Will basic freedoms and the rule 
of law survive the handover? 

A. There should be no requirement for 
reassurance on this. The undertakings 
given in the Joint Declaration [agreed 
between Britain -and China in 1984] 
about protecting die freedoms that ail of 
us associate with a plural society living 
under the rule of law are clear. 

But yet reassurance is required be- 
cause some of the things that Chinese 
officials and leaders have said recently 
give the impression that they do not 
understand what makes a free society 
tick, and don't in particular understand 
what it is they have signed up to in the 
Joint Declaration. 

Q. What have they failed to grasp as 
you see it? 

A. Take the example of my opposite 
□umber, the head of the Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office. He recently gave 
a television interview in which he said 
that of course Hong Kong would have 
free speech after 1997, but he said that 
the concept needed to be defined. He 
said it would be all right to report 
objectively, but it would be wrong to 
advocate. 

Another Chinese official recently 
suggested that free speech would be 


fine but you could not criticize Chinese 
leaders, and that freedom of assembly 
was fine but nobody in Hong Kong 
would be able to commemorate the 
killings in Tiananmen Square. 

Q. What advice do you have for 


A. The best way the Chinese can 
avoid anybody's being upset is by re- 
laxing about Hong Kong. Chinese of- 
ficials have to let Hong Kong get on with 
its own life and its own autonomy. I 
suppose you can say that they are used to 
exercising political control over 
everything, but they have promised that 
that will not be the case in Hoag Kong. 

Q. What can and should Europe and 
America do to help? 

A. It is important that they should not 
turn a blind eye. America and Europe 
have a huge economic stake in Hong 
Kong's well-being, but also it repres- 
ents precisely the sort of Asian city 
which they should want to see. It is 
open. It is a free market. It operates 
under the rule of law. It has all the 
decencies which are identified with 
universal values. 

Q. Are some of those values, as some 
say, actually Western notions that may 
in fact be incompatible with Asian val- 
ues? 

Q. I think the Asian value debate is 
piffle. What are these Asian values? 
When you hone in on what one or two 
Asian leaders mean by them, what they 
actually mean is that anyone who dis- 
agrees with me should shut up. 

Q. Will Asia in the long run be hurt 
by the lack of democracy? 
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Governor Chris Patten, who will turn over power to China In July. 


A. Yes. I think that quality growth — 
of knowledge-based industries and ser- 
vice-based economies — in die future 
will increasingly demand the sort of 
infrastructure of values with which you 
and I would feel comfortable. How can 
you have a successful service-based 
economy and try to censor the Internet 
or e-mail? It is impossible. 

Q. Speaking of cultural differences, 
your critics charge that as governor you 
never grasped the Chinese affection for 
compromise and abhorrence of con- 
frontation? 

A- The problem for those people is 
that they dunk that ultimately in dealing 
with China you cannot have a bottom 
line. It is a teal cop-out to say well of 
course we agree with his objectives, 
but of course he went about it in the 


wrong way, that he was too aggressive. ' 

Q. Your critics say that as a result of 
your inflexibility the people of Hong 
Kong will have fewer freedoms than 
were previously planned. Specifically, 
they point to China's pledges to abolish, 
the Legislative Council and the Bill of 
Rights. 

A. The threat to tear up the Bill of 
Rights was made long before I arrived 
in Hong Kong. On the Legislative' 
Council, what amid we have gotten the 
Chinese to settle for? For arrangements 
specifically intended to reduce the 
number of democrats in the legislature? 
So what people are actually saying is 
that if you had done China’s work for 
theta and if you bad established a* 
flawed legislature then that would have 
survived. Well thanks a million. 
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But Beijing Hints at Anti-Sedition Laws 


■ By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 


BEUING — China pledged Wed- 
. nesday to preserve freedom of speech 
and a free press after it takes over 
control of Hong Kong on July 1. 

But Beijing’s top official m charge 
of the handover refused to -make any 
concessions to the democracy move- 
ment led by the Hong Kong legislator 
Martin Lee. - 

The official, Lu Ping, also said that a 
provisional legislature, whose memr 
bers will be named next month by a 
Beijing-controlled committee, - would 
probably introduce, anti-sedition laws 
that- Hoag Kong democracy campaign- 
ers fear could be used to clamp down on 
civil rights. 

“Everything will be nonxtaL 
Everything wu be (he same," Mr. Lu, . 
director of the Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office, said in an interview 
here. . 

Jtn a speech to several hundred busi- 
ness, executives- and diplomats atteud- 
. irig an International Herald Tribune 
conference Wednesday, Mr. Lu said 
the existing laws of Hong Kong would 
remain . unchanged "except for those 
amended by the legislative-organ of the 
Hong Kong Special Autonomous Re- 
gion.” 

These .amendments, be conceded, 

. would include . what Beijing . calls 
“anti-subversion** rules. 

Mr. Lu, who is seen by China-watch- 
ers as a moderate among those setting 
Beijing's Hong Kong policy, tried to 
reassure delegates ax the conference that 
Beijing would honor its promise that 



In the interview, Mr. Lu ao 
Lee of exaggerating fears tto 

might ban protests m Hong * 

said Mr. Lee was “impracnc 
Mr. Lee, who is in London 

a parliamentary debate on 
that is scheduled tor TOun 
suggested that China is in wt 
Hong Kong handover accord 
plans to name the proviso 
latino that will start prepai 
subversion laws more than si 
before tire handover next sun 
Mr. Lu said that both Hen 
new chief executive and tire p 
legislature would be elected * 
ballot" as part of a process 
fair. Nominations for the cl 
utive to replace Governor Ch 
will be announced Friday. 

■ But when pressed on tin 
being used to choose the r 
executive ami provisional le 
Mr. Lai acknowledged they w 
be. "elected” by a 400-mc 
lection c omm ittee that has b> 
picked by a 150 -member “pi 
committee” appointed by Be 
Commenting on the dissu 
paign of Mir. Lee, who fast w« 
for a broader democracy cai 
mainland China as well as 
Kong, ML Lu said, “Our do- 
open for a meeting” But he « 
Beijing would refuse to wel 
Lee for a meeting unless feed 
campaigner first ended his 
-and agreed to join Beijing’s 
committee. 

Mr. Lu said he had give 
assurances of Beijing’s wilh 
Hong Kong's 

during a meeting l 

nesday with Senator Dianne 
a California Democrat. 


China Vows to Curb Tibet Relig 




ONE OF THE REWARDS AWAITING THOSE WITH 
A PASSION FOR LIFE'S UNEXPECTED PLEASURES 


“I return ro Spain with my list of favourite haunts. In the certainty of discovering a hithecto 
hidden gem like Madrid's Musco dc las Descalzas Reales to quicken the pulse. And add to the list" 



Compiled trf Otr SaffFram Oaparha 

BEIJING — China has signaled a dramatic 
tightening of its religious policy in Tibet, 
saying religion would have to bow to com- 
munism. 

A full-page article in the Tibet Daily, seen, 
here Wednesday, called for “large-scale” 
changes to existing policy, which tire article 
criticized for allowing religion to exert too 
powerful an influence in the Himalayan re- 
gion. 

'‘Without large-scale reform and readjust- 
ment, it will be impossible for religion to 
conform to. fee hew socialist system in. 
China,” the signed article said. 

While criticizing tire violent crackdowns 
during fee 1 966-76 Cultural Revolution when 
religion was considered a “wild animal,” 
the article said .that religion was currently 
being given too free a rein in Tibetan so- 
ciety. 

More money is spent on monasteries than 
on Communist Party buildings, it said. 

“In the basic interest of the Tibetan people, 
further development of temples, monks and 
nuns cannot be without restrictions,” the 


Seoul Aide 
Quits Over 
Bribery Case 

Com/MtfOwrSeffFnimDt^mha 

SEOUL — South Korea’s 
health minister stepped down 
Wednesday -in fee -second 
bribery scandal- to rock the 
cabinet and embarrass Pres- 
ident Kira Young Sam in less 
than a month. 

Lee Sung Ho, minister of 
health and welfare, quit amid 
reports in the state media that 
bis wife had accepted a. 160 
million won ($193,000) pay- 
ment from an opticians' trade 
association. 

Hours after the announce- 
ment of his resignation, Mr. 
Lee appeared for questioning 
at the Seoul prosecutor's of- 
fice. No charges have been 
brought against Mr. Lee, and 
he has not made any public 
statement. 

Last month. President Kim 
dismissed his defense minis- 
ter, Lee Yang Ho. Mr. Lee . 
was formally charged 
Monday with accepting 
bribes and disclosing state 
secrets. 

The scandals are a blow, to 
Mr. Kim, who has staked bis 
reputation as an anti-corrup- 
tion campaigner. 

“Noone round involved in 
corruption will be pardoned, 
irrespective of their positions 
and rankings,' ’ the chief pres- 
idential spokesman, Yoon 
YeoJoon, quoted Mr. Kim as 
saying. 

Mr. Lee's wife. Park Sung, 
Ae, was questioned by pros- 
ecutors Wednesday about al- 
legations that she had received 

the payment Last year from fee 
Korean Optometric Associ- 
ation. Later in the day, pros- 
ecutors questioned Mr. Lee 
about whether he was aware of' 
a payment to his wife. 

. The Optometric Associ- 
ation was seeking changes in 
the law to give members a 
monopoly over the sale of 

eyeglass frames, a television 

report said. 

Mr Kim appointed a mem- 
ber of Parliament from fee 
governing New Korea Party, 
Sqhn Hak Kyu, as Ms feaftfr 
minister. (Reuters, AP) 


article said. “Satisfying the ba: 
believers will do.” 

There were 1,787 temples in T 
1996, with 46,000 monks and i 
ceeding the number ofhigh schoc 
the region, Tibet Daily said. 

.It gave no comparative figure: 

China has closed many temple 
recent years to uproot ihe influ 
Tibetan spiritual leader, fee Dala 
fled to India in 1959 after an abor 
against Comniunist rule. 

“International anti-Chinese fc 
Tibet issue to contain China's dm 
fee article said. The issue, it 2 
important means to ‘Westernize’ 
China.” 

“Some temples are directly < 
controlled by ihe Dalai Lama 
become the headquarters and vi 
arafist forces at home and abr 
Daily said. 

“Since 1987, elements creat 
ances and sabotaging stability 
mainly [aw breaking monks and i 
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Bhutto Fights Ouster in Ct 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Benazir Bhutsc 
fight against her dismissal as. prime minister 
preme Court on Wednesday, tiling a petition 
tained blistering criticism or President Farooq J 

.The petition argued that Mr. Leghari’s acti 
missing Miss Bhutto's government of three yea 
5 was illegal and unconstitutional.. 

It added that Mr. Leghari believed that Mis: 
husband, Asif Alt, Zardari,had disclosed evide 
president’s alleged links to a; crooked land dc 
opposition used against him. The petition said d 
Muss Bhutto nor Mr. Zardari had released surf 
against the president. • 

Marcos’s Jail Term Is Affi, 

MANILA — A special Philippine court n. 

. nesday that Imelda Marcos, fee widow of for 
ident Ferdinand Marcos, must serve up to 24 yi 
after fee court affirmed her 1993 corruption cc 

But Justikte Francisco Gardiitorena said h 
order her immediate arrest because she could s 
appeal with the anti-graft tribunal or the Supre 
1 There is no indication that she has any in 
probably jumping bail,” he addecL 

Students Protest in East T 

JAKARTA — - Students -in East Timor den 
for a second day Wednesday over criticism b 
sians of a Nobel Peace Prize winner, Btshi 
Ximenes Filipe Belo. The bishop has condc 
donesia’s military rule over East Timor. 

Witnesses said some protesters stoned fee 

under control. It is calm and normal again.” 

A Rally Over Disputed Isl 

MACAU — Activists opposing Japan's c 
group of East China Sea islands ended a three- 
mg here Wednesday wife a call to form a i 
tmmese alliance to further feeir cause. 

The islands are claimed as the Diaoyus by i 
Taiwan and as fee Senkakus by Japan. 

Tk organizer of fee meeting, Lo Sio, said, 
to ah fee Chinese in fee whole world to prep, 
establishment of a woridwide Chinese afliaS 

proteaion of fee Diaoyu islands.” The 13 acti 
jromHong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Canada, Ah 

. VOICE^^rorr^sia 

Tonj Tan Keng Yam, fee defease 
P 0 ? 1 ' a £ er saying Wednesday feat the issue 
nghts, bitter trade disputes and violations of it 
property rights would not lead to a break in tie 
Washington and Beijing: “But China will gd 
Taiwan declares independence. This is an issue 
fo dear ‘ /niis “ 311 that is nom 
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* By JohnPomfret - 

1 Kan PDESAJC Bosnia- 
Herzegovina — Serbian po- 
ke© officers toting automatic 
^capons look up positions on 
toads leading to. the 
headquarters. .of General 
Ratko Mladic on Wednesday 
$ficr cutting most of the 
Army’s communications and 
detaining several generals as 
of the Bosnian Serb 
political authorities to unseat 
6 k indicted genera] appeared 

abroach a climapc. 

* The drama around this 
inountain redoubt m 'eastern 
Bosnia had intensified Tues- 
day when Bosnian Serb army 
6fficers seized the Bosnian 
Serb mmiatfir of defense and 
Other p oliticians, tailing Over 

important TY relay, station 
and issuing a statement warn- 
ing of a “fratricidal 'war” 
$mong tbe,Searbs,Jlbe pqUt» 7i 
eians were apparently tolerre- 


i The chaos sunouudmg the 
future of General Mladic, a 
ruthless oomrnander- and a 
Symbol of the last five violent 
years in the Balkans, under- 
scored the significance of ef- 
forts to unseat the man. Gen- 
eral Mladic, is accused by the 
International Tribunal fig War 
Crimes in die framer 
Y ugoslaviaof ordering die ex- 
ecution qf thousands of un- 
armed Musfim men after fee 
fall of the former UN “safe 
haven” of : Srebrenica in 
1995. 

General Mladic’s depar- 
ture would-be a watershed in 
the Bosnian conflict, although 
Bosnian Serbs cautioned that 
it would not mein he would 
beextraditedte T^eHague. 

-• The confusion over the fu- 
ture of : the Bosnian . Serb 
Army came at an nnfcfftunate 
time for the Serbs. On Tues- 
day, Serbian .policemen 
dished -wife- hundreds of 
MiBlims wto woreirpmg to 
return to their old homes in a 
Serbian-held village in norths 
eastern Bosnia, settingoff fee 
worst firefight since fee sign- 


Police Move bi on Mladic’s Base 


mgof the Dayton agreement. 

.The clash, which left St 
leak one Mtuslim dead and 10 
people wounded, prompted 
fee Bosnian Serb Army to 

- mobilize men in Bijeljina, fee 
Serbian city closest to fee 
clash. Bat partly, became of 

. fee -chaos surrounding Gen- ' 
' era! Mladic's future, only 10 
men showed up for tho-call, 
Bosnian Serbs said. 
r That uncertainty began Fri- 
day, whenthe president of the 
Bosnian Serb entity, Biljana 
Plavsic, announced .she' was 
replacHig General MHuticand 
his general staff because of 
interoafirmal pressure. Mrs. 

* Plavsic appointed a little- 
known colonel, Pero Colic, to 
take his place. 

Busman Sobs said - Wed- 

- nesday that it appeared feat 

other, more, senior officers 
. could end up replacing Gen- 
eral Mladic if he agreed .to 
step down. . ; _ - 

President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic erf Serbia, the chief Serb 
power broker in the region, 
appeared to back General 
Mladic’s ouster. On Tuesday, 
Deputy Prime MmisterNikola 
Sainovic of Yugoslavia vis 1 

- ited Pale, the headquarters of - 
the Bosnian Serb political au- 
thorities, and said he hoped a 
compr omis e . could be-, 
readied. Last week, a state- 
run Belgrade daily, PoHtika, 

. issued a rare criticism, of the 
Bosnian Serb Army, saying it 
should keep oat of Bosnian 
Serb politics. 

- Mra. Plavsic's aimounce- 
ment was the latest attengjt by 
Bosnian Serb political author- 
ities to get rid of the general. 
The Bosnian Serb political 
boss, Radovan Karadzic, who 
is also wanted by the war 
. crimes tribunal, formally re- 
moved General Mladic from 
his post in 1995 but backed 
down, in face of threats of an 
army mutiny. This time, 
ho w ever, Serbian political an- 
ftorities have been backed up 
by troops from fee powerful 
Interior Ministry — a weli- 

- armed force that isbdievedto 
remain loyal to Mr. Karadzic. 
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Musfimsnt Gajevi protesting as NATO troops kept them feom crossing into Serbian territory on Wednesday. 
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Russian Budget Compromise 

MOSCOW — The Russian Parliament and government 
readied a comp ro mise over the draft 1997 budget Wed- 
nesday, agreeing to reduce revenue projections by nearly 5 
percent and planned expenditure by a similar amount. 

The comraomise was announced after a meeting of par- 
liamentary dq)uti« and govenmieoi: ministers, set up after the 
draft budget was rejected in the lower house, or State Duma, 
last monifo The revised draft still faces a Duma vote. 

The document envisages a budget deficit running at 3.5 
. percent of gross domestic product (AFP) 

EU Delays on Engineered Com 

BRUSSELS — The European Commission said Wed- 
nesday that it would delay a decision on whether to allow 
' genetically -modified com to be imported into the EU, citing 
consumer concern. 

The commission said it would wait on a decision until it 
had advice from three EU scientific committees, which it 
wifi probably receive by December. 

. But die commission president Jacques Santer. raised fee 
possibility of an even longer delay, saying the commission 
should have a fresh debate on the genetic modification of 
food. (AFP) 

Bulgaria Foreign Minister Quits 

SOFIA — The Bulgarian foreign minister resigned Wed- 
nesday after his rival. Prime Minister Zhan Videnov, sur- 
vived a challenge to his leadership. 


Analysts said Foreign Minister Georgi Pirinski would 
probably have replaced Mr. Videnov if fee prime minister 
had failed to win a vote of confidence Tuesday held by a 
caucus of fee Socialist Party. Mr. Videnov has presided over 
two years of economic troubles, and his party's candidate 
for president was beaten handily this month. (AP) 

Berlusconi Assails Prodi Tactic 

ROME — Former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi said 
Wednesday that the government was trampling democracy 
as it pushed its 1997 budget through Parliament. 

Mr. Berlusconi's opposition center-right Freedom Al- 
liance walked out of fee parliamentary budget debate earlier 
this week in protest of fee package. 

Prime Minister Romano Prodi, taking advantage of fee 
rare calm that has fallen over die lower house since the 
boycott, has hastened the reading of fee bill and attached 
disputed decrees to fee budget package to speed their 
passage into law. 

“We’re at red alert,” Mr. Berlusconi said. “The country 
and its democracy are in serious danger.” ( Reuters ) 

Journalists’ Tax Break in Peril 

PARIS — A French parliamentary committee backed 
plans to scrap tax breaks for journalists and about 1 00 other 
professions Wednesday, the eve'of a strike by journalists. 

A Gaullist deputy, Philippe Auberger, said the gov- 
ernment would compensate journalists for fee increased 
taxes with extra subsidies to the news media. He said fee 
scrapping of fee tax breaks for these professions would earn 
the state 2 billion francs ($400 million). (Reuters) 


Romania Runoff: 
Past Looms Large 


By Ron Popeski 

Reuters 

BUCHAREST — The Ro- 
manian opposition's drive to 
topple fee former Communist 
president. Ton Diescu, has ex- 
posed deep, unhealed wounds 
in the Balkan country. 

Two questions dogging Ro- 
manian society since the fall of 
communism in 1989 have 
burst into the open in the final 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

stages of Mr. Iiiescu’s in- 
creasingly grim attempt to 
beat back his challenger, Emil 
Constaniinescu, in fee runoff 
presidential election this 
Sunday. 

Was the upheaval against 
the executed dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu a revolution, or a 
coup to put Mr. Iliescu and 
other aides in power? And 
who was responsible for later 
riots by miners in Bucharest 
targeting opposition parties 
and market reforms? 

“It was a true revolution 
based on discontent aimed at 
dismantling an ailing sys- 
tem,” Mr. Iliescu said Tues- 
day night of the upheaval in 
1989. during the candidates' 
second television debate. 

“1 don't know where Mr. 
Constaniinescu was then.” he 
added. ‘ T was in the middle. I 
could have been among those 
now in their graves.” 

Mr. Constaniinescu replied 
that the truth had yet to be told 
abour why 1,500 people had 


been killed, most of them 
after Mr. Ceausescu was ex- 
ecuted by firing squad, and at 
whose hands. 

Mr. Constaniinescu, a geo- 
logy professor, was four 
points behind Mr. fiiescu in 
fee first round of the pres- 
idential contest- Since then, 
however, he has won support 
from fee third-place candi- 
date, former Prime Minister 
Petre Roman. 

The first opinion poll pub- 
lished before the runoff 
showed Mr. Constaniinescu in 
the lead wife 53 percent, and 
Mr. Iliescu with 47 percent 
But it said that a quarter of 
those polled were undecided. 

An array of patties has 
lined up behind Mr. Con- 
stantinescu. including former 
nationalist groups once allied 
with fee president 

Mr. Coostantinescu’s 
Democratic Convention 
promises to carry out faster 
reforms, tax cuts and im- 
proved social benefits to 
close the growing gap in liv- 
ing standards wife other 
former Communist states. 

In the debate Tuesday, Mr. 
Constaniinescu said fee pres- 
ident had tried to isolate rivals 
and slow reforms by encour- 
aging miners who wrecked 
buildings and beat up hun- 
dreds of people in Bucharest 
in 1990 and 1991. 

“This was the most despic- 
able aspect of fee Iliescu re- 
gime.'' he said. '‘AD human 
rights were trampled under- 
foot." 


Denmark Hails Rushdie 


The Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN — The 
Danish prime minister wel- 
comed Salman Rushdie on 
Wednesday after an embar- 
rassing controversy over 
whether the British author 
would be allowed into Den- 
mark to accept a literary 
prize. 

“I admit it has been a hor- 
rible week,” said Prime Min- 
ister Poul Nynip Rasmussen 
at a joint news conference 
wife Mr. Rushdie. 

In late October, fee gov- 


ernment said it would bar Mr. 
Rushdie from coming to Den- 
mark. because of a threat to 
fee author's life. The late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini of Iran in 1989 had 
ordered Mr. Rushdie killed 
for blasphemy. 

The Danish decision was 
widely criticized, and fee 
government relented last 
week and apologized to Mr. 
Rushdie. On Wednesday, Mr. 
Rushdie said, “I’m not con- 
vinced there is a specific 
threat.” 
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The Next Innovative Step 

Half a century ago, 
inspired by a challenging spirit and 
an unyielding desire to succeed, 

Hyundai took its “first pioneering step” 
into the rapidly changing world of technology. 

Since then, Hyundai has made leaping advances 
to position itself as a global force 
in such diverse industries as automobiles, 
electronics, iron & steeL, shipbuilding, 
engineering & construction. 

enthustesm and commitment machinery and petrochemicals. 

Cbimg, Mong-koo 

Chairman 

Today, Hyundai is ready 
to take its “next innovative step” 
into the new technologies and industries 
that will shape the 2 1st Century - 
aerospace, telecommunications satellites, 
pollution-free transportation systems. 
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And we expect to be at the cutting-edge 
of tomorrow’s new product development 
guided by a renewed sense of commitment 
to improving our living environment 
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Hyundai - 

Committed to the challenge to explore. 


HYUNDAI 
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What were you 
doing in 1971? 



25 years ago. President Clinton was taking the 
very first steps on his journey to the White House. 
Maybe you too were just beginning to climb the 
ladder of success. Greenpeace was taking 
non-violent direct action to halt environmental 
destruction for the very first rime. 


: 25 years on, borh we and the world 
■ we live in look very different, bur 
, the threats still remain. Greenpeace 
> is still only as strong as rhe 
- individuals who give us 
their support. WUl you be ^ 

one of them? ~ 


Ul \ 
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What will you do today? 




I YES, I'D support Greenpeace 
1 □ 05. $25 □ 05. $50 
[ □ Other 05. $ 
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At Summit, Pope Rejects Hunger-Population Link 


4 


By Celestme Bohlen 

New York Times Service 


ROME — In his opening address 
at the World Food Summit here 
Wednesday, Pope John Paul 11 in- 
terjected a hint of old controversies 
as be chided those who link hunger 
with overpopulation. 

“We must renounce the sophist 
view which holds that to be many is 
to condemn ourselves to be poor," 
the 76-year old pontiff said, return- 
ing to the contested issue of pop- 
ulation control that had pitted the 
Vatican against the United States 
and other Western countries at earli- 
er conferences held by the United 
Nations. 

But the World Food Summit — a 
five-day conference that by week's 
end was expected to draw more than 
50 heads of state — has been billed 
from the start as a noncontxoversiaJ 
gathering, where delegations from 
173 countries were expected to ad- 
opt a prepared document that will 
avoid any late-hour clashes. 

Convening in the shadow of the 
unfolding humanitarian crisis in 


Central Africa, delegates were 
urged from all sides not only to 
come to the rescue of those who 
have been made hungry by war and 
disaster, but also to work to give 
them what they need to sustain 
themselves. 

“At the very moment this summit 
is taking place, over a million 
starving, frightened refugees are 
wandering helpless in the mountains 
and forests of eastern Zaire," said 
the UN secretary-general, Boutros 
Boutros Ghali, calling on all nations 
to take part in “collective action” in 
the region. 

One of the guiding principles of 
this summit conference — where 


challenge those who argue that pop- (feted the developed ^andcat 

illation control is a key weapon m ectly by pointing to die listen to me. less 

the fight against hunger. ^ stifling burden of «£t the inhah- 

- - debt" on poorer turnons, and to the urn ? percent ui cauta £ 

excess useofewnoaric embargoes. touts 

The Vatican has been a persistent spend each o® -ffectof 

critic of ^bargees — sirch as the products m counter the effect of 

U.S action against Cuba— which it overeating. _ i«ho are ex- 

audience 

Wednesday at Sl Peter’s Square, developing world, including C jana, 
the Pope also urged world leaders to 
intervene quickly in the worsening 
situation in eastern Zaire. 

He said that “no uncertainty, no 
excuse, no calculation" could jus- 
tify any further delay. . 

Jacques Diouf, director general of 
growth was also the UN Food and Agricultural Or- 
ganization, which is bolding the 


‘It would be illusory to believe 
that an arbitrary stabilization of the 
world population, or even its re- 
duction, could solve die problem of 


governments will take a nonbinding banger directly,'’ be said, adding 

-1^1^ .f alen 


pledge to halve the number of 
hungry people by the year 2015 — is 
not to reopen debates over such is- 
sues as population control and abor- 
tion rights tfaar had dominated pre- 
vious UN conferences at Cairo and 
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c We must renounce the 
sophist view which 
holds that to be many 
is to condemn 
ourselves to be poor.’ 
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leaders to 
gap be- 


Bc U 


the Pope, a strenuous de- 
fender of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s ban against artificial birth 
control, rook the opportunity to 


that ‘‘unlimited 
not desirable. 

InsftPMiri-, the 

close the “intoleral 
tween rich and poor, between 
“those who lack the bare necessities 
and those who squander freely.” 

John Paul, whose expected meet- 
ing with the Cuban leader, Fidel 
Castro, has given the conference its 
only element of suspense, also cri- 


conference, echoed the Pope’s chid- 
enbe\ 


mg. impatient tone when fie warned 
de i p ff atra that issues of food and 
water could lead to conflicts in the 
next millennium if world leaders did 
not pay heed. 

Mr. Diouf, who is from 
pointed out that the annual 
for the UN food agency amounted to 



The leading industrialized countries. 
— with the exception of Italy — vnll 
be represented only at the mitaf 
terial level. The U.S. delegation is. 
headed by Dan Glickman, the sec- 
retary of agriculture. 

At a press briefing Tuesday. As^. 
sistant Secretary of Stare Timothy 
Wirth, a veteran of previoos UN 
conferences, said this meeting’s 
main contribution would be to focus 
attention on ways of helping the 
world's population feed itself m the 
future. 

And, he joked, “for sumnut- 
watehers, it will be the first ame. 
there is complete agreement between 
the Vatican and the United St at es. . 
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Can China Keep Bowls Filled? 

Competition for Food Could Harm Poorer Nations 


By Elaine Kurtenbach 

The Associated Press 


YONGLEDIAN STATE FARM, China — 
Where will this nation get all the rice it needs 
to feed 1.6 billion people in 2025? And how 
will Yongledian’s yellow roses help? 

The answers matter not just to China, but to 
a wider world facing tighter balances between 
food supplies and global demand. 

The outlook is troubling enough, in Africa 
particularly, for the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization to hold a global 
summit meeting in Rome to search for new 
ways to help poor nations grow, buy or oth- 
erwise get more food. The meeting opened 
Wednesday. 

New figures from the agency show that the 
global grain harvest — forecast at 1,821 mil- 
lion tons for 1996-97 — will have increased 
by just 2.3 percent since 1990. while the 
world's population was growing 10 percent. 

Lester Brown, president of the Worldwatch 
Institute in Washington, said that fertilizers 
and high-yield grain varieties had been 
pushed to their limit in many places. 

Worldwatch sees China as a huge problem. 


Shrinking croplands, rising incomes and a 
growing middle-class appetite for meat — an 
inefficient means for passing along the cal- 
ories of grain — have combined to turn China, 
almost overnight, into the world’s No. 2 grain 
importer, behind Japan. 

Mr. Brown contended: “It is only a matter 
of time until China’s gram-import needs over- 
whelm the export capacity of the United 
States and other exporting countries.'’ 

Others dispute his pessimism. A key fore- 
caster for the UN food agency, Nikos Al- 
exandra! os, said Mr. Brown had relied on 
shaky Chinese statistics. 

Besides, he said, “you cannot visualize the 
co-existence of a country like China advan- 
cing in income and consumption at the same 
time as its agriculture, which supports 60 
percent of the population, goes into perma- 
nent decline.” 

The Chinese Communist Party staked its 
fortunes on an agrarian revolution that, for all 
but a few years since it came to power in 1 949. 
banished mass starvation from an often fam- 
ished land- 

Its leaders believe that self-sufficiency is 
the answer. They remember the famines that 


FOOD FOR ALL 


The role of plant nutrition and crop praiecnon n 
published during the FAO World Food Summit 


in sustainable agriculture: a series 
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JFemfcujthn and crop protection tillage. This preserves tfie firm up- 
benefit the environment by al- per soil layer with its organic con- 
lowing framers to produce more tent. Wind and water erosion, as 
food per unit area. Their use well as loss of ground moisture, 
therefore saves our planet's most can all be decisively reduced, 
limited resource - available land. Among other purposes, tillage 
These products help preserve the between harvest and sowing is 


If India had to produce its current wheat volume with the technology of 
25 years ago, an additional 40 million hectares [99 miUkm acres] would 
t?e needed. 

SirEftMAitOMAL M/uze and Wlt&cr fcowovEHan - Carrot, CUI1IYT 
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fertilization improves 


Fertilization and crop p rote ction 
merai affordable food 
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Low productivity uses mare 
land: 1 1on of cereals is 
produced per hectare. 

SowacBagw 


high productivity allows 
conservation of nahmd habitat: 
3 and more tons of cerecds 
are produced per hectare. 


Judicious fertilization and high Like every other economic sector. 


yields improve soil fertility. Fertil- agriculture must fcAe into consider 
izers increase the volume not only ahon not — 1 1 r l ‘ r 


of visible 


le plant growth, but of 
roots as well. The roots remain in 
the earth after -harvest, where they 


its production methods, but also 


natural habitat of animals and 
'plants, therefore they contribute to 
the maintenance or biodiversity. 


Herbicides protect against ero- 
sion 

Soil loss through erosion is one 
'of the greatest problems world- 
wide. 

. With the technique known as 
conservation tillage, seed is sown 
straiah' ! 1 ~ /_ 

shjbblf 


■straight into the previous crops 


with no intermediate 


designed to combat weeds. In 
conservation tillage, this role is 
played by herbicides. Only these 
products make this environmen- 
tally-friendly method possible. In 
vulnerable areas, conservation 
tillage has reduced 1 erosion by up 
to v5 percent. Conservation 
tillage is estimated to increase the 
soil^s organic content by 3 to 4 
percent per decade, mis con- 
tributes to a continuous improve- 
ment in soil fertility. 


Comparing different 
cultivation methods 


Soil erosion t/ha 
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H C u nwnfonal wJ flogt p« ploughing, 2 » hanw wn g) 
(U Cbitwtatade^ijangbBifaidiH 
Source: Como] 


In the agricultural context, 
r/ sustainable" means farming 
in such a. way that future 
generations will also be able 
to satisfy their food and 
natural resources needs. 
Farming must be economic , 
land-saving and 
environmen tally-friendly. 
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decay to "humus," which im- 
proves water retention, stores nu- 
trients and provides stable soil 
structure, thus improving overall 
soil fertility-. This in turn reduces 
erosion. Soil fertility must be ur- 
gently restored with a fertilization 
program appropriate to each 
particular site. 


their immediate economic cost. 
Farmers must achieve adequate in- 
come without consumers' paying 
more than is necessary. Integrated 
forming involves the proper use of 
fertilizers, organic materials, crop 
protection products and improved 
seeds after evaluating bdh ecolog- 
ical and economic aspeds. The in- 
tegration of these factors combines 
high productivity with high food 
quality at affordable prices. Inte- 
grated crop management is fea- 
tured in tomorrow's IHT. 


It’s not intensive agriculture thatls causing environmental degradation 
in the developing countries; /ft a lack of it” 


-Phi Pinsthup-Andcrson, DwecTon, 
hrmwnowu. Food Poutrr Research Institute 


Far a free copy of the brochure from which Hie above text is adapted, 
please co nt act IFA or GCPF. 
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Protection 


IFA 

28 rue Marbeuf 
75008 Paris, France 
Tel.: +33-1-53930500 
Fax: +33-1-53930547 


Federation 

GCPF 

1 43 avenue Louise 
1050 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel.: +32-2-542 <Ml0 
Fax: +32-2-5420419 


ed in tomorrow's IHT 
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A wo man harvesting melons at the Yongledian greenhouse bnHt by Israelis. * 

24. acknowledged that concern and reiterated 
Beijing’s determination to limit impests to 5 
percent of consumption. National stability, 
depends on keeping China’s 900 million peas- 


iriUftH at least 30 milli on people after Mao 
began a disastrous industrialization drive, the 
Great Leap Forward, in 1958. 

But Kang Xiaoguang, an economist at the 
statenrun Chinese Academy of Sciences, said 
simple economics suggested another solution. 


ants employed, it added. 
To help China’! 


s farmers grow more food c» J 
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feeds more* 3 than one-fifth of die less laruTtlie government has vowed to spenS ^ - 

ion on 7 percent of its arable more on irrigation, stOTagc. transpon and other " j ’1^ . 


world's population 
land, some of which is fast giving way to 
housing, roads and other development 

China should use its comparative advan- 
tage to import grain and export industrial 
goods, Mr. Kang said, adding: “It is absurd to 
pretend China does not need to Import grain. 
China should import' ' 

China expects a record harvest of rice and 
other grains of 480 million terns this year, up 
from 465 miflioa tons in 1995. Net imports are 
predicted on remain at about 17 million tons, 
or about 3 percent of total demand, according 
to official statistics. 

But Mr. Kang predicted that Beijing even- 
tually might need to import more than one- 
fifth of die grain it consumes. 

The government estimates that in 2025, 
when the population is expected to reach 1.6 
billion, China will need about 640 million 
tons of grain a year. 

With foreign exchange reserves of $95 
billion, it can afford to buy more grain. But if 
a richer China consumes an ever-larger part of 
world grain exports, poorer nations could go 
hungry. 

The Agriculture Ministry, in a report Oct 


infrastructure and to curb the loss of farmland 
to development erosion and shifting deserts^ 

Above all, farmers need improved tech,- 
nology, said Yoav Sang, agricultural coun- 
selor at the Israeli Embassy in Beijing. I. 

Masters of the art of coaxing luxurious' 
crops of fruit and vegetables from seemingly 
barren deserts, the Israelis spent S2_5 million 
to build a farm to demonstrate their techr 
nology to the Chinese. 

The climate-controlled Israeli greenhouses 
at Yongledian State Farm. 30 miles southeast 
of Beijing, are full of tomato plants and fat 
roses — red, salmon pink, yellow. 

Roses have more to do with growing 
enough grain than one might think, said Erer 
Cohen, an Israeli agricultural expert at the 
185-acre farm. 

The more vegetables grown per acre of 
farmland, die more land is left over for grain.' 
The more efficient the irrigation, the more 
water there is, too. The more roses farmers can 1 
sell to the market, the more money they, can 
invest in better farming. 

“You can’t separate one issue from the „ 
others,” Mr. Cohen said. ' 
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Palace Hofei. Madrid. November 2E & 2?. mac 


TV Internal ionaT Herald Tribune's Spain Summit **ill be u unique fnrum for dismuMioii 
between the new government and the international tannest community. 

We are delighled to announce that the opening keynote addreu wiD be given by 
Pnme Mineler Jose Marfa Anar. The Prime Minister will be joined by bis key ministers and 
some of Europe's moat influential busine*» and finance leadea for two days of high level 
debate and networking. Speakers will include Rodrigo Ruo, Vice-president and Minister of 
Finance. Javier Arenas. Minister of Labour and Social AfFuira. Abd Matutm. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. Jordi PbjoL President of Catalonia, Juan Jos£ (barretae. Vice-president of the 
Basque Comment, and Peter ScrffeerW, Chainnan, CokhnanSoclm international and farmer 
Diiwiur GeneraL GATT. 


For rwther infornuiMii a boat attending tbe Spain Snmmiu 
pfease contact Fiona Cowan at the lotenutimal Herald Tribnocio JUndoo 

on (44) 171 836 4802 or fax (41)171 836 B717. 
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1 Zairian Rebels and XHV 

Agree on Food Delivery 

Goma Residents Will Be First to Benefit 


\ 


7V Associated Press 

• - ' . . * !r "V « GOMA, Zaire — The United Nations 
:.v. 4 ^0. J? a fj? eac ^ e ^ agreement, with rebels 
holding a strip of eastern Zaire that is 
expected to speed delrveiy of food and 
. medical aid — at least to residents of 

this border city. ' 

411 '■>. ■, But the Tutsi rebels’ hold on the 

temtory came under threat Wednesday 
as heavy artillery was fired into Goma 
l.> , “9^. *1* 31163 where Rwandan Hutu 

r »j. militia are believed to be camped, about 
T2 kilometers northwest of die city. 

’ • , It remains uncertain -how rnuch- 

' 7 - 7.-. needed food and medicine will reach as 
ihany as 700,000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees, who fled their camps when 
: fighting broke out three weeks ago be- 

tween the rebels and the Zairian Army, 
■vr’ . The agreement reached late Tuesday 

• between the UN Department of Hn- 

"* manitanan Affairs and Laurent Kabila, 

head of the rebel Alliance of Detno- 
— -v. cratic Forces for the Liberation of the 

Congo (Zaire), lays out principles for 
hu manitarian operations. 

■ The pact covers only the area around 
Goraa atthe north aid of Lake Kivu, but 
, a UN spokesman, Ben Parker, said the 

• , agency hoped to extend it south to in- 
ri: I elude the cities of Bukavu and Uvira, 

which are also under rebel control. 
sA Momentum was growing Wednesday 

• V. for a multinational force that could belp 
; !!/ refugees who have fled deeper into - 

. :■■■: Zaire. Canada said Tuesday that.it . 


would lead the force, which is expected 
to include troops from France. Spain 
and several African nations. 

A rebel commander, Andre Ngandu 
Kissasse, said Wednesday that his 
group welcomed Canada's offer, but 
reiterated that Frencfaparticipation was 
unacceptable- Mb’. Kissasse said his. 
troops -might shoot French soldiers. 


Hours later. President Jacques Chirac 
of France stressed that a “politically 
neutral'’ multinational force should in- 
tervene in Zaire. 

“He time for unilateral intervention 
is over” because such missions are no 
longer accepted, Mr. Chirac said. 

Mr. Kissasse said his forces were 
" ‘just outside' ' the Rwandan Hutii camp 
northwest of Goma. 

“We wfll facilitate corridors so the 
international intervention force can go 
into the camps,” he said. “We will not 
go in." 

A 37-member U.S. military team and 
an undisclosed number of french sol- 
diers arrived , in Uganda on Wednesday 
on a mission to assess what kind of 
security would be necessary for par- 
ticipation in the UN mission. 

A statement issued by the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Kampala said the Americans 
consisted of medical, engineering and 
civil affairs personnel as well as security 
officers: They were to travel to neigh- 
boring Rwanda on Thursday and to re- 
turn to Kampala on Friday. 


FORC Yil Pitfalls of Zaire Intervention 


• Continued from Page 1 

intervention is simple enough: send in 
about 5,000 troops to re-establish se- 
curity along protected highways, and 
then repatriate the refugees, using tbe 
food and medicine to entice them back 
to Rwanda. Canada has volunteered to 

lead tbe force. 

r The trouble is that many of the 
refugees are not innocent victims of the 
dvil war in Rwanda, which Jed to a 
takeover by a Tutsi-led government two 
years ago. 

Along with a million women, chil- 
dren and peasant farmers who fled 
Rwanda in 1994, there are tens of thou- 
sands of militia members and at least 
40,000 former soldiers who took parr in 
massacres of Tutsi in Rwanda as tbe 
previous government crumbled. 

These militia members and soldiers 
have nothing to gain by returning to 
J Rwanda, _ where they would certainly face 
prosecution or reprisals for war crimes. 

’ Under the leadeishipof these men, the 
refugee camps became, in foe words of 
one diplomat “a nation in writing” — 
aii entire population, complete with an 
army said a government structure, sitting 
on foe Rwandan border, biding its time 
and waiting to retake foe country. 

■ Over the last two years, die guerrilla 
leaders in the camps have fought to pre- 
vent refugees from retaining home, using 
propaganda and intimidation. In essence, 
they have held their own people hostage, 
playing on the sympathies of aid or- 

WHO Dismisses 

■ Cholera Reports 

Agencc France-Pmae 

; GENEVA — The UN World 
‘ Health Organization said Wednes- 
day that it could not confirm reports 

■ of cholera running rampant among 
4 the refugees in eastern Zaire. 

“Although all foe dements seem 
present for an outbreak of this sick- 
ness due to bad sanitary conditions, 
there are no indications of any chol- 
era cases,” a spokesman, Philippe 
Stroot, said here. The organization 
is in contact with doctors from sev- 
eral organizations who have not 
confirmed any cases, be said. 


ganizations for the refugees. 

They have also rearmed themselves, 
raising '‘war taxes” by exacting pay- 
ments from people working for foe aid 
organizations and selling stolen food aid 
for weapons, according to a recent UN 
report 

“Had foe ex-army been separated 
from the camps, we would be looking at 
a very different situation,” said Paul 
Stromberg, a UN refugee agency 
spokesman. ' 

Now, in the civil war that has en- 
gulfed eastern Zaire, the former 
Rwandan soldiers and militia members 
have thrown their lot in with foe Zairian 
military against the rebels. 

The Tutsi rebels, wbo are native to 
Zaire, have captured three major cities 
in eastern Zaire, including Goma, which 
had been the headquarters for relief ef- 
forts. But the Hutu forces still control the 
region west of Goma, with their check- 
points beginning about akflometer from 
the largest refugee camp, Mugunga. 

•The vast majority of refugees are 
scattered in the countryside behind the 
Hum guerrilla lines. Any relief convoys 
wouMhave to pass through territory they 
now control, which is why UN officials 
are trying to make contact with them. 

Even without having to rely on the 
Hutu guerrillas’ goodwill, an interven- 
tion force would face a nearly im- 
possible task of trying to separate tens of 
thousands of well-armed troops from a 
million refugees who desperately need 
food and clean water to stay alive. 

But with the guerrillas controlling the 
temtory, even if they allow aid orga- 
nizations to reach foe refugees, the mil- 
itary camp leaders are likely to refuse to 
let the refugees leave for Rwanda. 

This would force the humanitarian 
organizations to set up new camps 
farther inside Zaire. 

This would defeat tbe broader pur- 
pose of the mission. A consensus has 
developed among UN officials that the 
■only way to stop the spiral of ethnic 
violence between Hum and Tutsi in tbe 
region is to close down the camps and 
return the refugees to Rwanda. 

In private, some diplomats and aid 
workers say that the only way to bring 
the refugees home is to starve (hem out 
— to allow the situation to become so 
bad that the military camp leadership 
loses control and the refugees begin to 
drtft back. 


CUBA: Dissidents Thrown Into Disarray 
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for the independent group Human 
Rights Watch in Washington, said the 
Cuban government had reverted to 
“very heavy-handed control.” 

“And its impact has been felt,” she 
said. 

She said that the dissidents were 
* ‘losing their leaders either to prison or 

to exile.” .. - 

7 Concilio Cubano was founded in Oc- 
tober 1995 in an attempt to bring to- 
gether some 5,000 dissidents who work 
in Cuba. 

About 130 organizations were ex- 
pected to attend foe group's first con- 
ference, a four-day forum where mem- 
bers had planned to draft a declaration 
of principles and a resolution calling for 
political change on the island. 

The organization never conv ened. 
Two weeks before the conference, state 
security agents began de t ai n i n g leaders 
and confining others to their homes. 

On the day the conference was to 
begin, Cuban fighters shot down two 
small’ planes piloted by members of 
Brothers to the Rescue, a NGami exile 
eroup that, according to some dissid- 
ents. had partially funded Concilio 

^Dis^denis said four founders of Con- 
cilio Cubano remain in prison: Leonel 
Morejon Ahnagro, a 33-year-old lawyer 
who was serving as the group s pres- 
ident and who is serving a 15-montn 
sentence for “disobedience ; Lazaro 
Gonzalez Valdez, 36, a member of the 
organizing board sratenced to 14 
months for “disobedience and res- 
isting authority; Jose Ramon Maraote 
Pozo, a 37 -year-old doctor sentenced to 


a year for illegal sales of medical sup- 
plies, and Roberto Lopez Montanez, 46, 
sentenced, to 15 months for “slandering 
die Maximum Leader.” 

In addition, tbe government has ap- 
plied pressure against several independ- 
ent journalists. a burgeoning group that 
also suffered during the crackdown. 
' Among them is Rafael Solano, a well- 
known radio journalist who recently 
moved to' Spain after being threatened 
with imprisonment 

Mr.' Cuesta, of the Cuban Social 
Democratic Current, said that despite 
the setbacks most dissidents have 
exuded into a “tacit pact not to abandon 
the island.” • • 

Although many dissidents have fled 
to the United Stales or Spain.” he said, 
“the majority have decided to stay in 
Cuba, to continue with our struggle.” 

“There is still a strong consensus,” 
he said, “that there is no possibility to 
bring about a political transformation 
from outside the island.” 

- Some observers believed that the re- 
cent developments had shown that U.S. 
policy. toward encouraging democracy 
in Cuba had ■backfired. 

In August, die Cuban government 
expelled a mid-level U.S. Foreign Ser- 
vice officer, Robin Meyer, who had 
distributed pro-democracy literature, 
American newspapers and magazines to 
dis sid ents and driven them to meetings 
in vans provided by the U.S. Interest 
Section. 

Hizardo Sanchez, Cuba's leading 
dissident, said in an interview that Mr. 
Meyer’s' activity, although supportive, 
might have worked against foe dissident 
movement by drawing attention to iiand 
. linking it with tie U-S. government. 
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A Zairian woman in Goma struggling to be freed from tbe grip of a crowd desperate for food Wednesday. 

ZAIRE: Clinton Agrees to Contribute Troops to Mission 
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that the force not be used to police any 
existing refugee camps. 

■ Chirac Accepts Constraints 

Joseph Fitchett of the International 
Herald Tribune reported from Paris: 

As the United States prepared to join 
die mission. President Jacques Chirac 
was quoted Wednesday as saying that 
France was no longer in a position to act 
alone in foe region, conceding that 
France has decided to shed any am- 
bitions of guaranteeing stability there. 

As a result, a French government 
spokesman said. U.S. participation, in- 
cluding ground troops, was essential to 
ensure that the intervention force was 
seen as politically neutral — and there- 
fore acceptable in Africa. 

In seeking international action, 
French officials have said that Paris 
wanted a partnership with Washington 


in dealing with the crisis, but the latest 
comments marked the fust time that the 
government has stated publicly that the 
United Stales was indispensable, not 
only for its technological capacity but 
also its international authority and 
stature in Africa. 

Coming amid talks in Paris with 
Secretary of State Warren Christoph- 
er, Mr. Chirac's statements appeared 
aimed at mollifying Washington after 
recent gibes by French officials 
against U.S. efforts to play a larger 
role in Africa. 

France, in trying to mount a rescue 
mission, has encountered opposition 
among rebel forces in eastern Zaire — 
and therefore reticence among other 
European countries — that only U.S. 
influence appears strong enough to 
overcome. 

As a result. Mr. Chirac appears to 
have relinquished any hope that France 
might be able to act largely alone — as it 


did in 1994 to halt fighting in Rwanda. 

France’s economic and strategic in- 
terest in Africa have always been con- 
centrated in its former colonies in West 
Africa, in such countries as Gabon and 
Ivory Coast, where French influence 
remains strong. 

But a cornerstone of France's zone of 
influence has always been Tain * — foe 
vast, fractious and francophone former 
Belgian Congo, whose eastern 
province. Kivu, is the center of the cur- 
rent crisis. In a series of interventions 
since the 1960s. France has taken foe 
military lead with logistical support 
from the United States. 

This time proved to be sh3iply dif- 
ferent As Defense Ministry officials 
cited the readiness of two paratroop 
battalions. France's traditional inter- 
vention flcroe in Africa, Mr. Chirac was 
quoted as telling a cabinet meeting 
Wednesday that "foe time for unilateral 
intervention is over." 


FRANCE: Renault and Citroen Seek to Sharply Cut Work Forces 
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slipping — from three-quarters a decade 
ago to about 56 percent in foe first 10 
months of 19%. 

Nevertheless, foe French' car man- 
ufacturers have made big advances in 
quality and productivity ' and have 
slimmed down their labor forces in the 
past decade. Peugeot's auto division in 
nance employed 122.600 workers last 
year, down from 157,000 in 1985. 
Renault employed 72,000 workers in its 
French factories last year, down from 
about 90,000 five years ago. 

Spokesmen at both Renault, which 
was privatized in 1994, and Peugeot 
said that tbe companies have a dis- 
proportionate number of workers in 
their 40s and that they need to bring in 
more younger workers accustomed to 
dealing with computers and complex 
machinery, and who are better adapted 
to working in teams and taking personal 
responsibility. The officials said older 
workers tended to view new production 
methods as a threat to their jobs. 

The Peugeot spokesman said, for ex- 
ample. that his company bad more than 
doubled foe proportion of engineers and 
managers in the work force to 9 percent. 


from 4 percent, in the last 10 years. 

The auto sector exemplifies a struc- 
tural rigidity common in French in- 
dustry. For foe last 20 years, companies 
have slimmed down their work forces 
by-sending older employees into early 
retirement and freezing the hiring of 
younger workers, rather than resorting 
to layoffs. This has resulted in a bulge of 
workers in their 40s in the work forces 
of many large companies. 

Only 5 percent of the workers in 
companies with more than 200 employ- 
ees are under the age of 25. which is 
reflected in France’s widespread youth 
unemployment. 

Small enterprises do much better at 
employing workers both in their 20s and 
in their 60s. 

Workers in France can routinely lake 
early retirement at the age of 57. Al- 
lowing them to leave at an even earlier 
age would impose heavy costs on the 
government’s social welfare budget. On 
top of foe cost of paying pension ben- 
efits to foe workers up to J 0 years before 
they reach normal retirement age, foe 
government would also lose their tax 
and social security contributions. 

Giving way to demands from the car 
industry could also touch off a wave of 


demands from other sectors, analysts 
said. 

In addition, the government is in- 
tensely wary of any move that could be 
seen as an aggravation of the country's 
postwar record of 12.6 percent employ- 
ment. When the country's two largest 
insurance companies announced their 
merger Tuesday, they were careful to 
assert that this would not lead to job 
losses. The government also recently 
announced that it was postponing a pre- 
viously announced plan to split up the 
state railroad, citing the need to prepare 
the way more carefully through talks 
with labor unions. 

The Peugeot spokesman said the 
French car industry faced increasing 
competition from newly established 
manufacturers in South Korea and else- 
where, with younger, cheaper and more 
flexible work forces using just-in-time 
manufacturing methods. 

"We have old factories. The oldest is 
at Flins. which dates from foe war. and 
therefore foe average age is rather 
high.” a spokeswoman at Renault said. 
“The average machine operator in a 
Renault factory is around 45 years old. 
Asian car workers average somewhere 
between 25 and 30.“ 


PAGE 9 


CRASH: 

Not Air Control 
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the other aircraft. The collision occurred 
inside clouds, according to some wit- 
nesses. 

The Kazak pilot sought confirmation 
of how many miles separated the two 
planes, a distance that the tower said in 
foe next to last transmission was foe 
equivalent of 15 miles. 

“Repeat how many miles.’* foe 
Kazak pilot requested. 

Aviation officials appeared uncertain 
about the exact time of foe final message 
from the Kazak pilot acknowledging the 
tower's second repetition of foe Saudi 
plane's altitude and distance. Ran j an 
Chatterjee. acting chairman of foe Air- 
port Authority of India, at first said 6:40 
P.M. and then 6:41 P.M. The precise 
time could be significant because the 
collision occurred within a minute or 
two of the Kazak's final transmission. 

Neither pilot said anything to indicate 
they knew a crash was about to occur, 
according to H. S. Khola. director-gen- 
eral of civil aviation. 

Mr. Chandra denied that the New 
Delhi airport's practice of using foe 
same flight paths for takeoffs and land- 
ings had caused foe crash. 

"There are many countries in foe 
world where you have unidirectional 
approach for landings and takeoffs,” he 
said. "Not many countries can afford 
double runways." 

A. K. Bhardwaj, a leader of the Air 
Traffic Controllers Guild, partly attrib- 
uted the collision to radar equipment 
purchased in foe 1 970s that cannot in- 
dependently verify that pilots are flying 
at assigned’ altitudes. 

“It doesn't give any information re- 
garding height." Mr. Bhardwaj said. 
“This is definitely a very old radar.” 

The aviation officials defended the 
traffic control equipment as adequate to 
assure safe air travel, but said it was 
being modernized with the help of Ray- 
theon Corp. 

Since foe liberalization of India's 
economy in 1991, air traffic in and out 
of Delhi's airport has increased five- 
fold with foe formation of several 
private airlines. This year, about 300 
flights a day in and out of Delhi will 
carry an estimated 5 million passengers 
through the international airport. 

■ Witnesses Praise 747 Pilot 

Witnesses said they were convinced 
the pilot of die 747 averted an even 
worse disaster by steering his blazing 
aircraft away from their villages, Reuters 
reported from Charichi Dadri, India. 

Parveen Kumar of Charkhi Dadri, 
which has a population of 50,000. said: 
"The plane turned into a fireball and 
separated into three fireballs and fell 
into Dadri. 

"I think the pilot deliberately went 
over the town and tried to land in 
fields." 

The United News of India quoted 
witnesses in a nearby village as saying 
the plane had turned away from houses 
just before it crashed. 

"I strongly felt that the pilot tried to 
save the people," it quoted Karan Singh 
as saying in Dahni PhaboL “We had a 
miraculous escape.” 

The wreckage of foe Saudi plane 
smoldered all night. Tbe main section of 
the fuselage, its roof ripped off, was 
barely recognizable. 

Aboard the Kazak plane were 25 
business people who had chartered the 
craft to fly to Delhi. 

They had intended to fill it with In- 
dian woolens for sale at home, said foe 
Kazakstan Airlines airport manager in 
Delhi, Rajiv Bbaskar. 

Only the tail section of the Saudi 
aircraft carrying mostly Indian workers 
and pilgrims to the Muslim holy land, 
was reasonably intact after it plunged to 
earth, leaving a six-meter (20-foot) 
crater. 


CHINA: Confident It Can Hold Back Inflation, Beijing Pushes Anew for Faster Growth 
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here, predicted a 1996 growth rate of about 10 percent, 
nearly even with the 10.2 percent in 1995. But he said 
the inflation rate would be cut to around 65 percent by 
the end of the year, down from nearly 15 percent in 
1995. He also touied Beijing’s buildup of foreign ex- 
change reserves to more than $100 billion, the highest of 
any country in the world- 

inflation has dropped after two years of austerity 
policies that were aimed at cooling an overheated econ- 
omy. After several years of growth that hovered be- 
tween 10 percent and 12 percent a year, officials here are 
hying to engineer an economic "soft landing.” In fast- 
growing China, that means that by earing credit they 
expect to keep growth at a sustainable average annual 
rate of 8 percent to 9 percent over the next decade. 

The move to allow renewed credit expansion rep- 
resents a bid by policymakers to preserve jobs and thus 
keep growth at a diminished but still relatively high rate. 
Thai would serve as a something of a social shock 
absorber in a society whose official unemployment rale 
is just 3 percent, but where economists and officials 
estimate that roughly 200 million people are under- 
employed out of a population of 1 2 billion people. 


Although there are signs of increased buoyancy in 
foe Chinese economy, such as booming local stock 
markets, some officials and economists noted that for 
many domestic businesses, foe immediate future re- 
mains difficult 

“The macroeconomic numbers are looking very 
good, but it doesn’t yet mean good profits for many 
companies,” said Wang Boming. vice chairman of the 
Stock Exchange Securities Commission, citing a matrix 
of operating challenges faced by Chinese enterprises in 
both the public and private sectors. 

Speaking on the margins of a conference co- 
sponsored by the International Herald Tribune and 
China's State Commission for Restructuring the Eco- 
nomic Systems, Mr. Wang said, “It may be a soft 
landing for the economy, but it’sa hard rock bottom for 
many companies. ' ' 

Restrictions on state-allocated credit, new taxes, 
competition from foreign entrants in their markets and 
the urgent need to modernize their operations have left 
many of China's thousands of industrial companies in 
a seriously weakened stare. 

Those relatively few Chinese companies that have 
listed their shares on domestic or international stock 
exchanges have largely been forced to release a string 


of disappointing statements about their short-term 
prospects. The bad news, in turn, has only heightened 
foreign investor wariness of Chinese stocks. 

Relatively healthier Chinese businesses are increas- 
ingly frustrated that the state steers capital to its largest 
but often weakest enterprises in a bid to keep them 
afloat rather than allocating it to businesses capable of 
new growth. 

“Yes. the macroeconomic numbers are much im- 
proved,” said an industrialist who asked not to be 
named. ‘ 1 But they are being paid for by us. the individual 
enterprises, who are the ones that feel the pain." 

Gao Shangquan. a senior economist and former 
deputy minister of a reform agency, said Beijing was 
reopening the credit spigot to state-owned enterprises. 
Acknowledging that it would like to accelerate the 
reform of the sprawling, money-losing industries, he 
noted, 1 ’The speed cannot be as fast as expected because 
foe state enterprises play an important role in society, 
employ a lot of essentially redundant workers and still 
cany foe burden of historically heavy debts.” 

Most of foe bad debts, he added, were related to “the 
inefficient operations of state enterprises, where in 
some cases the banks cannot recover loans, or even get 
them to pay interest on loans.” 


MIKE : Jordan Hopes Smell of Success Isn’t Sweat, but Juniper, Clove and Sandalwood 
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quantities of the clear, scented Jordan 
“juice” in a flask-like bottle with a 
sneaker tread on the bottom to depart- 
ment stores and sporting goods chains. 

So you want tube socks, a Yankee 
World Series cap and 1.7 ounces of $23 
Michael Jordan Cologne Spray? Step 
right up. You want foe $ 1 5 Joraan shower 
geI,$l2Jofdan body soap and $12 Jordan 
deodorant? Wait till next year. 

“Michael’s got a great sense of fash- 
ion.” said David Falk, his agent. | ‘The 
cologne is unisex, sporty and will be 
around for a long, long time. It’s him.” 

Bijan Fragrances hopes to lure 16- to- 
34-year-old men. foe most fervent Jord- 
anaires, the ones most likely to buy his 
sneakers, his battery, his sports drink, his 
sunglasses. Iris hot dog and his cereal. 

Yet Bijan Fragrances thinks that mar- 


ket also harbors secret desires to be foe 
off-court Mike, of the sleek, tailored, 
expensive suits and shaven bean. 

The sweat-soaked Jordan — the one 
who does not smell like the cologne — 
is a stigma that Bijan fast breaks from. 

“He looks incredible,” said Bren 
Neubig, a Bijan Fragrances spokesman. 
And he does not mean in his warm-up 
suit 

Bijan wants Jordan to be the Eliza- 
beth Taylor of men’s fragrances, — not 
the now-retired Gabriela Sabatini, 
whose Gabriela perfume is no Chanel 
No. 5. 

“There are 60 to 70 new fragrances a 
year, and you need a strong personality to 
pull away,” said Annette Green, pres- 
ident of foe Fragrance Foundation. “Mi- 
chael Jordan crosses a lot of lines . He may 
sweat, but he’s a good-looking, well- 
dressed fashion tnaven. 1 buy this.” 


No less an authority on fragrance than 
Mike Ditka. another Chicago icon, ex- 
pects the fragrant Jordan to succeed. In 
1986, the former football coach had Iron 
Mike cologne. 

“A refreshing smell with a hint of 
citrus,” he said. “I have a half bottie 
left.” 

(Yes, you could have smelled like 
that Mike!) 

Ditka said Jordan has assets Iron 
Mike did not: global recognition, large- 
scale distribution and national advert- 
ising. 

"People say, ’Why?’ ” Ditka said. 
“I say, ‘Why not?’ He’s got a name in a 
class with Bill Blass and Versace.” 

Still, you wonder whether the co- 
logne ana Bijan’s $20 million ad cam- 
paign (the black silhouette of Jordan's 
head on a red background will be as 
familiar as scenes from his new an- 


imated movie. “Space Jam," which 
opens Friday) will coerce Jordan's fans 
to make foe buying leap ro cologne. 

“He can tell me about sneakers, he 
can tell me about how to quench my 
thirst," said Marty Blackman, whose 
Blackman and Raber firm matches ath- 
letes with corporations. "That's all 
credible. But his personal decision on an 
aftershave, I don’t know. You have to 
question it.” 

Don’t expect Gaiorade to help Jordan 
market his cologne. Gatorade loves 
Mike but prefers its drinkers malodor- 
ous. So there will be no joint promotions 
with Bijan. 

As P. J. Sinopoli, a Gaiorade spokes- 
woman. said, “We want his fans to 
sweat and smell so bad they’ll need 
Gaiorade.” 

Well, Jordan will have deodorant 
next year. 
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An African Emergency 


The United States has raised legit- 
imate objections to an international 
plan to protect and assist hundreds of 
thousands of refugees in Zaire, but 
Washington must be careful not to 
obstruct the provision of urgently 
needed food and medicine to these 
people. Before the week is out, the UN 
Security Council should try to secure a 
cease-fire in the area and then au- 
thorize a temporary military interven- 
tion aimed at bringing in enough food 
and fresh water to head off the im- 
mediate threat of starvation and chol- 
era. Beyond that, diplomats must work 
toward a more lasting solution based 
on the voluntary and safe return home 
of most Hutu refugees to Rwanda. 

The Security Council is divided over 
bow to respond to the crisis. Canada 
has lined up more than a dozen coun- 
tries willing to contribute to the 10,000 
to 15,000 troops of an international 
force that would seek to re-establish 
security in the area and resume regular 
relief deliveries. But Washington 
seems prepared to block any inter- 
vention until a clear and achievable 
military objective has been spelled out 
Washington also insists dial any relief 
operation contribute to a longer-term 
solution of the refugee problem. Spe- 
cifically. it wants to use the incentive 
of food and safety to draw Hutu 
refugees back to Rwanda. 

It would be reckless to throw a mod- 
est-sized international force between 
two larger warring armies that have yet 
to negotiate a cease-fire and that vi- 
olently disagree about where these 
refugees should be fed and settled. But 
it should be possible to arrange a truce 
in advance and obtain agreement from 
both sides not to interfere with an 
armed relief mission. 

The United States should not be so 


rigid in linking relief to the immediate 
return of refugees that it ignores the 
dimensions and urgency of the situation. 
Starvation, disease and the threat of 
aimed attack put the lives of himdredsof 
thousands of refugees in imminent dan- 
ger. Those Hutu who warn to go home 
should be encouraged- Those afraid to 
do so should be helped in Zaire. 

That said, the United Nations’ un- 
fortunate habit of dealing only with the 
short-term manifestations of the 
Rwanda crisis and not the underlying 
problems is no longer tenable. In 1994 
it looked away from the ethnic po- 
larization and massacres of Tutsi in 
Rwanda and turned instead to shel- 
tering and feeding the Hutu refugees 
who subsequently fled fearing repris- 
als. In doing so it made no effort to 
separate the 1 00,000 orso Hutu fanatics 
responsible for the massacres from the 
much larger numbers who were not. It 
was these fanatics who kept die conflict 
alive with deadly forays back into 
Rwanda and who forcibly discouraged 
innocent refugees from returning home 
to Rwanda to live in peace. 

The problems today are basically doe 
same as they have been for the past two 
years, only more intractable for having 
been ignored. The United Nations 
must now respond promptly but 
prudently to the humanitarian emer- 
gency it inadvertently helped bring 
about. Then it should withdraw its mil- 
itary forces and shift gears to dip- 
lomacy aimed at creating a lasting 
cease-fire and establishing a long-term 
peacekeeping mission to monitor the 
Zaire-Rwanda border. It must also sep- 
arate those responsible for the mas- 
sacres from the legitimate refugees and 
prepare Rwanda's institutions for the 
refugees' eventual return. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Koreans and Americans 


South Korea has notched up its re- 
action to the North Korean submarine 
incident, from a slowdown in contacts, 
it has declared a boycott until the rogue 
North properly apologizes. The South 
surely has a point. Its territory was 
invaded, and its soldiers and civilians 
were killed. The South’s government, 
in toughening its Line, is not simply 
responding to public outrage. This 
deed was done by a Communist regime 
that has never ceased its threats — and 
acts — of aggression. It is with this 
very regime, moreover, that the South 
is trying to work out a deal meant to 
deny North Korea a nuclear bomb. 

The submarine incident has had a 
negative impact on relations between 
South Korea and the United States. 
Partly that is because of an unavoidable 
difference in priorities. The South's is to 
make sure that the United States does 
not drift into its own accommodation 
with the North, and Washington's is to 
steer South and North toward a stable 
and secure tie. It is also because the 
United States can appear insensitive to 
South Korea's fears of abandonment: 
when die submarine was found, for in- 
stance, the State Department urged cau- 
tion upon “all parties." 


StilL the United States has two 
things going for it in its effort to pre- 
vent explosion on the Korean Pen- 
insula. One is its long and, in Seoul, 
sometimes overlooked record of fidel- 
ity to its South Korean ally. The other is 
its capacity to provide a diplomatic 
dimension that the South could not 
hope to provide for itself. Exhibit A is 
the two-year-old American-sponsored 
accord (currently in a submarine-in- 
duced ‘ ‘pause’ ’ J by which North Korea 
would yield its plutonium-producing 
reactor for two safer reactors. This 
accord provides for international in- 
spection of the North's known nuclear 
plant Exhibit B is the American pro- 
posal for four-power political talks (the 
two Koreas. Washington and Beijing), 
a formula that engages the North but 
denies it the exclusive connection it 
seeks to the United States. 

Araerican military power continues 
to give South Korea essential de- 
terrence. But in conditions where iso- 
lated. food-short North Korea’s intern- 
al desperation may have weakened 
deterrence, American diplomatic ca- 
pacity also gives the South a political 
alternative. 

— THE WASHINGTON POET. 


Liquor on Television 


In an effort to recapture some of the 
alcoholic beverage market in America 
from beer and wine, die liquor industry 
is ending a voluntary ban on radio and 
television advertising that has been in 
place for half a century. The industry 
insists Chat its new television adver- 
tisements will be aimed at adults, not 
children, but it offers no specific re- 
strictions that would help confine 
viewer appeal. The major networks 
have refused to cany the commercials, 
and Bill Clinton has rightly denounced 
the turnaround as “irresponsible." 

Since 1936. producers of distilled 
spirits like Scotch whisky, gin. vodka 
and tequila have refrained from ad- 
vertising on radio, and the voluntary 
ban was extended io television in 1 948. 
Coming in the wake of Prohibition, the 
ban was adopted, in pan. so as not to 
encourage underage drinking. Liquor 
producers have relied instead on ad- 
vertisements in printed publications 
and on outdoor billboards. 

Over the years, distilled alcoholic 
beverages have been losing customers, 
while the demand for beer has grown. 
From 1980 to 1995, consumption of 
distilled spirits dropped by 29 percent 
while beer consumption increased by 4 
percent Beer producers spent about 
5600 million on television advertising 
last year, and they often introduce elab- 


orate campaigns during major sporting 
events like the Super Bowl. Now liquor 
producers have decided to use the same 
weapon to fight back. 

In June, Seagram, the second-largest 
producer, broke ranks with other liquor 
companies and started a television ad- 
vertising campaign for one of its whisky 
brands. Last week die board of the 
Distilled Spirits Council of the United 
States, the industry trade association, 
voted to end the voluntary ban. 

In the wake of the Seagram ads. 
Representative Joseph Kennedy, 
Democrat of Massachusetts, intro- 
duced a bill to ban liquor ads from 
television. That would be an infringe- 
ment on commercial free speech and is 
the wrong way to go. 

The best solution would be voluntary 
restraint Unfortunately, the liquor in- 
dustry has abandoned its own voluntary 
ban on advertising on television, the 
medium most likely to reach vast num- 
bers of potential underage drinkers. 
Now it is up to the broadcasters to 
protect the health of youngsters. The 
networks have shown commendable re- 
sponsibility in refusing to accept liquor 
commercials. Radio stations, die cable 
industry and local affiliates should take 
their cues from the major networks and 
practice similar restraint. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


lleralo^Mmbune 

•'TTH TM, TOW KU MOHS VARWEIU, »UST 

ESTABLISHED 1887 

KATHARINE GRAHAM. ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER 
Co-Chairmen 

KATHARINE P DARROW. YkeOttinm 

RICHARD McCLEAN, Publisher £ Chief Executive 
MICHAEL GETLER. Execute EJtor 

■WALTER WHJLS.A5nwfifi»r • PAUL HGRUTZ. Deputy Hews ESsor 

► KATHERINE KN0RR and CHARLES MTHCHaMORE. Deputy Editors • SAMUEL ABT and 
CARLGEWKTZ. Aonx* Edkoa • ROBERT J. DONAHUE, Eftorofthe EOsorid Pages 

• JONATHAN GAGE, Business and Fmmce Eda>r 
• REN£ BONDY, Deputy Pubfaker ■ JAMES McLEOD. Ath'em&rg Director 
•JUANITA LCA&AKLbamaiMtfDewk>rmaaDinm BRUft Gmijfoj£fcraar 

DtredeurJek PidsikahM KcUtrd McCkan 


laniuiioad HcraldTrituue. 181 Avoir Qiadts-dc-GnuIlc. 9252 1 Naiflv-sur-Seiir, France 
m : (1)41.4193,001 FaxtCse, 1 1)41.43.9110; Ada, (I )4143.92II EMail: 

Ecborjbr Aar Michael Rkbsdsn 5 Cooerbuy ftt Smgppore 051 1. Td f65j 472-7768. Far (65} 274-2334 
Dir. Asia. Rdf D. KrantpM, SOGkvctssnRtL, fog ftug, Td 8S2-2K21M Fax 852-292-1 EX) 
Col Up. Gowmc 7! Sehkser. Fnttbidar. 15. 60323 Fraifia sM TeL (IWi726755. Fax (ftW i 727310 
FmUS: Miduti Cm* SXmdAvtn New Yeti N.Y. ftWZZ Td QI2) 72-3M Fax (212} 75 M® 
UJL Advertising Office: 63 hmg Acre. London WC1 TeL U7!\ 836-tSOZ. Far (171} 240-2254 
SAS mi capital tie 1.200.000 F. RCS Nanurre B 732021126. Comljsion Pariuire No. 61337 
g 1996, InsemakndHenddTribn. ASrigtoresmed ESN: (1294-8052 



Get Through and Beyond Chinese Nationalism 

C to play down the recent _ dispme with 


S INGAPORE — Is China becoming 
more nationalistic? Most analysis 
of Chinese foreign policy says it is. But 
what are we to make of the news that 
China is taking important steps to ward 
full convertibility of its currency? 

Will China soon be subject to the 
movement of market forces and the 
whims of speculative money that 
humble much more powerful curren- 
cies? Could it be that China’s nation- 
alism is not nearly as dangerous as 
many make it out to be? 

Nationalism is a stage of develop- 
ment that nearly every country has to 
pass through. It is vital in building unity 
and stability during the highly destabil- 
izing process of modernization. 

There are no major advanced eco- 
nomies that have not had their periods 
of nationalist excess. But there are also 
no major industrialized states that still 
have excessive nationalism. If coun- 
tries want to grow and stay rich, they 
must move beyond nationalism. 

Despite all its grand traditions, China 
cannot avoid the forces of change. The 
state is already being hollowed out by 
economic reforms that decentralize 


By Gerald Segal 

power. While it state is powerful 
enough to lock up dissidents, it cannot 
control illegal migration, piracy, a 
booming drug trade or rampant cor- 
ruption. China's difficulty in making 
international trade agreements stick of- 
ten has less to do with duplicity than 
with a lack of economic control over an 
increasingly decentralized economy. 

This hollowing of the state is ac- 
companied by increasing si$ns that na- 
tionalism is being constrained. Con- 
sider the restraints imposed by China's 
desire to get rich quickly. 

Growing reliance on foreign capital 
and trade means growing foreign in- 
fluence over the way China behaves. 

Beijing's agreement to abandon a 
vital element of economic management 
to the global economy by making its 
currency convertible is a significant 
sign that China is moving rapidly be- 
yond nationalism. 

Even when it comes to national se- 
curity. China is learning the lessons of 
interdependence. When Beijing agreed 


ite Scnkaku/Diaoyu islands, 2^3*' 

it largely because of concern that « Kifflari be 

could not control the population tf a fa™ 

were aroused by nationalist fervor. hv fio-er economic re- 

China has also learned that its na- Sand Such ra- 
tionalism must be constrained by m- jV win also constrain 

tennuioual norms it wilfSrkc Beijing 

- ■ treat Hong Kong with great cae. 

China has much to learn about me 
international norms and rules embod- 
ied in *e World Trade Organization. It 
has vet to anree to WTO entry < 


that bans die testing of nuclear 
weapons, it showed that claims of na- 
tional self-interest do have their 
bounds. f~Tiirta demonstrated what is 
becoming an increasingly clear pattern 
in its approach to arms control. It is the 
last great power to stop blocking an 
accord, but it does eventually yield to 
international pressure. 

Qf course, China still has a poten- 
tially dangerous path to travel. Nation- 
alism is often at its most virulent when 
facing up to the constraints necessary 
for the sake of long-term stability and 
economic growth. 

China's mercantilism and a tt i tudes 
to tariffs and trade policy are still a 
serious problem. Its tariffs, although 
substantially lower than before, are still 
well above the average. 


has yet to agree to wi y ™“J «®“. 

ditions that require compliance with the ■ 
dispute settlement mechanism. 

On balance. Chinese nationalism is 
best seen as both a' challenge and an 
opportunity. Nationalists are beginning _ 
to learn that if they want a nch and , 
stable country, they- need to become 
more international* 

The writer, a senior fellow at the 
International Institute for Strategic . 
Studies in London and director of Bn - ; 
tain’s Pacific Asia Program, coranb- - 
used this comment to the International . 
Herald Tribune. 
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Egypt Set to Join the Global Economy and ‘Live by Its Rules’ 


C AIRO — The most reveal- 
ing thing about the Middle 
East Economic Conference that 
opened in Cairo on Tuesday is 
that it opened at all. 

There was a big fight here 
over whether to host this annual 
gathering of 1,500 global in- 
vestors and Arab and Israeli 
business leaders. 

Many in the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry argued against it. con- 
tending that these economic 
summits were part of the Oslo 
peace process. To hold die meet- 
ing at a time when Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
stalled the peace process, argued 
the ministry, would be to reward 
Israel for intransigence. The Is- 
lamic opposition newspaper A1 
Shaab denounced this gathering 
as “the conference of shame.’ 

But this time it wasn’t busi- 
ness as usual. Politics did not 
trump economics. Egypt’s bud- 
ding business community and 
Chamber of Commerce joined 
forces with some economic pro- 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


grcssives within die new cab- 
inet, lobbied President Hoaii 
Mubarak and persuaded him 
that it was not only in Egypt’s 
interest to host this conference, it 
was also a necessity, if Egypt is 
to join the global economy and 
produce jobs for a workforce 
growing by 400,000 each year. 

Thai was an important de- 
cision for Mr. Mubarak. Egyp- 
tian leaders have almost exclus- 
ively based their legitimacy on 
their important role in dealing 
with the Arab-Israel conflict 

What you could see here this 
week is die beginning of a shift 
in which economic perfor- 
mance becomes as important as 
Arab-Israel affairs as a source 
of legitimacy for the regime. 

For decades Arab leaders jus- 
tified themselves on their abil- 
ity to fight Zionism, implement 
the Koran, defeat the colonial 
West or simply IdU more op- 
ponents — anything but on eco- 


nomic performance. As a result 
the Arab world completely 
missed the private-sector-driv- 
en revolution that produced the 
East Asian economic miracle. 

It is now finally catching that 
train. As it does, power is going 
to have to shift from the state 
bureaucracy to the private sec- 
tor, and politics is going to have 
to yield at times to economics. 
This could get interesting. 

On Sunday, President 
Mubarak spoke to a joint ses- 
sion of Parliament Ninety per- 
cent of his speech was devoted 
to a recitation of his govern- 
ment’s economic achieve- 
ments, including a detailed list- 
ing of increases in megawatt 
hours, paved roads and installed 
telephones. Foreign policy was 
tacked on at the end. 

In the last five years, Egypt’s 
budget deficit has been brought 
down from 20 percent of GDP 
to 1 percent and inflation from 


1 9.7 to 7 percent Egypt has $ 1 8 
billion in foreign reserves. 

The number of Egyptians in- 
vesting in the local stock market 
has reportedly risen from 
30,000 in 1993 to 800,000 
today, with the market up 35 
percent since July, making it 
one of the hottest emerging 
markets in the world this year. 
In May, Egypt finally began 
structural reform, selling off 14 
state -owned companies, with 
another 91 sales planned. 

This is not to suggest that Mr. 
Mubarak is going to abandon the 
Arab-Israel issue. To die con- 
trary, he needs continued pro- 
gress on that front to provide a 
regional atmosphere for invest- 
ment and a political atmosphere 
at home for more painful eco- 
nomic reform. The more pro- 
gress on the peace front, the less 
vulnerable he is to critics when 

hft making changes mother areas. 

But be seems to understand that 
Egypt cannot live off the Arab- 
Israel conflict any longer. 


Klaus Schwab, bead of dje 
World Economic Forum, re-- 
marked here that we are moving : 
from a world in which the big ; 
eat the- small to a world in which 
the fast eat the slow. Egypt has . 
led the Arab world because it ■ 
was big. It can lead in the 2 1st 
century only if it is fast. 

Mr. Mubarak opened the con- ; 
ference on Tuesday with ar' 
speech that was, frankly, one ot- 
the most intelligent analyses of 
why a country has to reform its 
economy and join the global sys-~ 
tem that 1 have ever heard from ay 

world leader. And he did not just* 
seem to be reading h. He seemed 

to have internalized it, especially 1 
when be declared: “This year 
Egypt joined the global ecov, 
nomy. ft will live by hs rules.” 

If Mr. Mubarak really uses, 
this as his blueprint for gov-., 
errdag in the coming decade, hr/ 
could change Egypt domestic— 
ally as much as Anwar Sadat;; 
changed it internationally. ■ 

The New York Times. 
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A Common European Currency Doesn’t Make Political Sense 


P ARIS — By mid-December 
the speculative wolves may 
be feasting on world currency 
markets, thanks to the German 
Finance Ministry’s declaration 
on Monday that it will block 
agreement on European mon- 
etary union unless it has its way 
on how the union will be run. 

This means not only that 
monetary union may be delayed 
but that it might not come at all. 
That would be welcome in 
Washington, since the Americ- 
an government prefers the dollar 
unchallenged as the world’s 
dominant currency. It might also 
be a good thing for Europe. 

Currency union has Dot had 
the political analysis it de- 
serves. ft was something of an 
improvisation to begin with, a 
superficially appealing idea. 
Now the major European gov- 
ernments have convinced them- 


By William PfafF 


selves that, having made a com- 
mitment to the euro, it would 
jeopardize European integra- 
tion to turn back. 

Thu concern is comprehens- 
ible. But it does not do to march 
off a cliff in the name of mere 
consistency. 

If the . single currency is 
adopted and has disastrous con- 
sequences for member econo- 
mies, “Europe" will be much 
worse off titan if a halt is called 
now. The German government 
and the Bundesbank may ac- 
tually do Europe a favor by set- 
ting an unacceptable price on 
the single currency. 

The Germans are insisting 
that by the Dec. 13-14 meeting 
in Dublin of the European heads 
of government there must be 
agreement on a rigid regime of 


rules and punishments for 
membership in, or deviation 
from, the single currency's sta- 
bility mechanism. They want a 
precise definition of the circum- 
stances in which government 
deficits may be allowed. 

By doing this, the Germans 
run a serious risk of damaging 
European Union. That is a 
charge made by former Chan- 
cellor Helmut Schmidt in an 
open letter in the Hamburg 
weekly Die Zeit, addressed to the 
head of the German central bank. 
Hans Tietmeyer. 

The former chancellor re- 
minds Mr. Tietmeyer that not 
only has the latter been badly 
wrong on important past ques- 
tions but that his predecessors, 
heading the Reichsbank at the 
beginning of the 1930s, “threw 


Crime Is Retarding South Africa 


P RINCETON. New Jersey 
— In South Africa, the 
murder rate is 10 tiroes that of 
the United States, nearly half 
of huge businesses have had a 
delivery vehicle hijacked, and 
robbery is a constant worry. 

Fear of crime is deterring 
some foreign investment. 

Does the crime wave signal 
that the country’s seemingly 
miraculous transition from 
apartheid to nonracial rule 
will be imperiled because or- 
der. the prerequisite for eco- 
nomic and social progress, 
cannot be maintained? 

Not all South Africa Is un- 
der criminal siege, to be sure, 
nor was violent crime less of a 
plague when apartheid ruled. 

It appears that money laun- 
dering, illegal export of capital 
.and other business scams are 
at least as costly, in monetary 
terms, as are car hijacking and 
burglary. The sanctions-era 
ethic of creative circumven- 
tion of laws, and the primitive 
nature of business regulation, 
make white-coliar crime 
highly profitable. 

South Africa has become a 
major drug transshipment 
point The large number of 
flights to Europe attracts drug 
dealers who can put the coun- 
try’s sophisticated, but poorly 
policed, banking system to 
good use in moving around 
their illicit funds. 

Still, it is violent crime that 
has caused the greatest con- 
cern. The causes of the crime 
wave are complex. 

At its most basic level. 
South Africa is still a pro- 
foundly divided society. Es- 
pecially in urban areas, poor 
black populations, often witfa- 
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out adequate food, water and 
shelter, coexist with a white 
society whose lifestyle is 
modeled on Europe and the 
United States. Add the almost 
ubiquitous presence of guns, 
available at very low pices 
now that the wars around 
South Africa have ended. 

One of the greatest tra- 
gedies of apartheid, the pre- 
sence of an entire generation 
uneducated during the 1980s, 
further aggravates criminal- 
ity. Angry young men who 
heeded the African National 
Congress's call not to go to 
school know that they will be 
the last to benefit from the 
country’s transition. They 
have little to lose and much to 
gain from theft. 

The police force, at the mo- 
ment. seems incapable of con- 
fronting crime. As the most 
racist sector of the old white- 
run state, the police have, by 
necessity, been the target of 
major organizational reform 
and of a campaign to instill a 
new ethos, ft is exceptionally 
difficult to design and imple- 
ment a comprehensive anti- 
crime package while making 
such radical changes. 

Stories of police ineptitude 
are legion. This year. For ex- 
ample, about a thousand vi- 
olent criminals have so far es- 
caped from police cells. 

Lawlessness, ir must be re- 
membered, is nothing new in 
South Africa. The old white 
regime was totalitarian, but in 
a particular way. Apartheid 
governments ruled areas of 
the country, especially blade 


urban ones with a high num- 
ber of migrants, by simply 
withdrawing from them and 
containing the inhabitants so 
that they would not pose a 
threat to white areas nearby. 
These “no-go” zones, as they 
were called, were run in large 
part by gangsters who could 
outgun the police. 

Most of all, the Mandela 
administration must restore an 
ethic of lawfulness after many 
years in which the ANC en- 
couraged people to disobey 
the white authorities. 

The early results are not 
good. For example, the Man- 
dela government has not fully 
convinced many urban dwell- 
ers to pay. their rents, after 
encouraging rent avoidance 
for many years as a way to 
fight apartheid. In some areas, 
rent collections are lower than 
during white rule. 

Eventually, the government 
will have to confront the gang- 
sters with force. A forthright 
challenge to these criminals 
may have to depend on the 
army, a highly professional or- 
ganization that has acquitted 
itself well during policing op- 
erations and has Cb: weaponry 
to match the bad guys’. 

The legacy of apartheid 
lives on. The task for the gov- 
ernment will be to co ntain 

crime as best it can until it can 
provide opportunities for those 
tempted by criminal rewards. 

The writer is an associate 
professor of public and inter- 
national affairs at the Woo- 
drow Wilson School, Prin- 
ceton University. He con- 
tributed this content to the Los 
Angeles Times. 


us into the misery of massive 
unemployment because of this 
same monomaniacs! deflation- 
ist ideology, with appalling 
political consequences’* in 
Hitler's accession to power. 

Mr. Tetmeyer has been tepid 
in his support for currency union, 
and by masting now on defla- 
tionary policies in ail the coun- 
tries which want to be part of it. 
he is doing much to undermine 
iL Monetary union, as well as 
Anther political union in Europe, 
now increasingly is associated 
by European voters with eco- 
nomic misery, unemployment 
and loss of social protections. 

“The euro is a necessary step 
forward in the course we have 
been on since the Schuman Plan 
of 1950," Mr. Schmidt argued. 
“If you cause the euro to fail, 
you will interrupt the progress 
of European integration ... Ger- 
many will find itself mice more 
on a separate road. Our neigh- 
bors will suspect us, and band 
together against our power.’ ' 

On die same day that the Ger- 
man government threatened to 
force postponement of monet- 
ary union, an analysis was pub- 
lished by the American finan- 
cial ratings authority Standard 
and Poor's which said that mon- 
etary union will deprive Eu- 
rope's governments of their 
principal rnstnunent for con- 
trolling their economies and 
dealing with recession — na- 
tional monetary policy. 

The analysis concludes that 
without real labor mobility 
among the European countries, 
and without central authority 
empowered to transfer resources 
to economies in difficulty (as the 
U.S. federal government make s 
transfers from richer to poorer 


states), the arrival of the euro is 
likely to further depress 
Europe’s economies. 

Others have said before that 
Europeans misuse the Americ-' 
an analogy when arguing for;, 
monetary union, since in the*;. 
United States a powerful central" ' 
bank, die Federal Reserve; 
faces an even more powerful: 
central government, which, de>; I 
spite the bank’s legal indepen- 
dence, has ways of making its ■ 
influence felt on die FederalRe-; ■ 
serve’s decisions. ;f 

Europe is giving itself an ef-’j 
fectivety unaccountable bank; 
with enormous power. There is • 
no corresponding European , 
political authority. 

ft die bank’s policies stoker* 
unemployment and produce de-i 1 
press! on, provoking political; 
instability and extremist polity 
ical reactions in one nation, oc j 
in all, no government will be; ■ * 
able to stop it — short of break- 
ing up “Europe.’’ I, r " 

The Standard and Poor’s ana-; r 
lysis observes tbat in order toj. 
succeed, monetary union wouldt , 

ical integration dn^mti/now ■ 
has publicly been envisaged.” ! ; 

Envisaged ar not, Europe is i 
not going to have a powerful J 
centra] political authority by!; 
1999, mien the common cur-;* 
nency is supposed to arrive. Is"; 
will not have one in the decade • 
that follows, ft probably never i 
will have a powerful central J 
government that overrides na-: • 
tional sovereignties. Yet major ! 
European governments sees)* 
fecklessly ready today to com-; • 
nrit their nations' future to a! 
committee of bankers. ’j 

international Herald Tribune. « 4 
© Los Angeies Tones Syndicate. ; j 
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IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO;/ 


1896: Jingoism Fears 

PARIS — This morning's [Nov. 
14} Figaro declares that die gen- 
eral interests of Europe may suf- 
fer from the im piiwl recognition 
of the Monroe ^ioctrine in the 
acceptance by Great Britain of 
the United Sties’ intervention in 
the Venezuelan dispute: “This 
may encourage American jingo- 
ism, and force the United States 
into a way of successive inter- 
ventions that may result in a con- 
flict with Europe. The prospect 
sadde n s us. but no good could 
be done by willfully hiding ft.” 

1921: Capitalism Wins 

MOSCOW — The experiment 
of Communism in Russia has 
been abandoned. Whatever ex- 
planations die Communists 
make for die failure, ‘or 
whatever names they apply to 
the stage of economic tifenow 
entered, the troth cannot be 
denied that four years’ practice 


of their own theories has ended 
in a return to the technique of 
the capitalist system. The retunl I 
is not only to its strongest buff 
also to most of its weakest feaff 
times. The new economic policy * 
is much more than a license to! 
the unproductive middleman^ 
and the grant of concessions, ftj 
is the guarantee of property! j 
the rdntroducticn of money j 
and the payment of wages. 


1946: Egypt’ff Future 

CAIRO — Mustafa El Nahaij 
Pasha, leader of the Wafdistoptj 
position party, demanded tof! 
night [Nov. 13] that E*ypt usf 
force if necessary to dove tfaej. 
British from Egypt and aniffj 
die Nile Valley. Steel-hrlmeteaj j ; 
police armed with staves affijl -} 
shields stood guard against anyj 1 ^ 
violence as Nahas spoke. Naff 
has .denounced Premier Jb-j 
mail Sidky Pasha as an ‘ ’enemy: 
of die people” for negotialM 
ingatlcngth_withtheBntislL;i 
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Clinton Should Seize the Moment 
To Start Afresh on Foreign Policy 


iW^GTQN .1- BUI 

• t T Clinton is choosing a new 
, national security leadership team 

this week as events abroad de- 
' mand quick decisions on Amer- 
; ican involvement in the Balkans, 
! Central Africa and the Middle 
’ East- This juxtaposition of choice 
| and crisis offers the president a 
| chance to seize the moment for a 

• fresh start in foreign policy. 

• He should grab it, be it a time 
‘ of destiny, kismet or dumb co- 

■ incidence. The clustering of 
I events abroad and cabinet 
; changes in Washington in this 
» quicksilver autumn is a defining 

■ moment of the Clinton presided-' 
\ cy, part two. 

l . President Clinton ear <«ntinm> 
; to be a largely reactive, spasm od- 
: ically engaged leader instincr- 
; ively distrustful of plans offered 
; to him by his foreign policy aides. 

• The (far better) alternative is for 
■Lthe comfortably re-elected Clin- 
ton to shape and d ominate an 
international affairs a genda over 
which be now presides. 

Paradoxically, to become a- 
more dominant figure in foreign 
policy the president will need to 
-emphasize teamwork far more 
than be <fid in Clinton One. The 
-president’s senior advisers fre- 
quently met without him to dis- 
cuss options in unfolding crises; 
'-his decision-making after such 
; meetings — and even after the 
: principals’ meetings in.which he 
participated — was usually a sol- 


By Jim Hoagland 


itary exercise, with aides unable 
to . predict with confidence, the 
decision that would emerge. 

Turf or ideological warfare 
was not the problem. Individu- 
ally, Mr. Clinton wotted well 
wrai Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Defense Secre- 
tary William Perry, both now de- 
parting: It would be hard not to 
work well with two such cour- 
teous, highly professional policy 
experts, or with the president's 
wittily ironic national security 
adviser, Anthony Lake, who at 
(his writing has not made his 
intentions known. - 

But Mr. Clinton never har- 
nessed the talents of his ap- 
pointees into an effective team 
that could with authority accom- 
plish three essential tasks: tell 
foreign governments, and the 
American people, what America 
intended to do over the long haul 
to maintain its leadership in 
world affairs; match dwindling 
resources to static policy prior- 
ities. and coordinate complex ini- 
tiatives that subtly bntprofoundly 
affected allies and partaaere. 

Mr. Christopher argued that 
the nature of the post-Cold War 
world made it impossible and 
unwise to impose a “vision" or 
“architecture’ * on foreign policy 
today. The victory of a hostile 
Republican majority in Congress 


also limited the administration's 
room to maneuver and connect 
die dots on foreign policy. 

But Mr. Clinton’s choice of 
senior advisers who were not 
likely to crowd or contradict him 
when unwelcome choices had to 
be made also contributed to a 
strategic drift on many major is- 
sues until looming disaster (Bos- 
nia) or the decisions of other 
actors (Middle Bast peace, Iraq) 
forced the president's hand. 

There have been foreign 
policy successes in Clinton One. 
The containment of North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons pro- 
gram, U.S. support for demo- 
cracy in Russia, maintaining 
America’s role in European de- 
fense and the end of military rule 
in Haiti come to mind first. 

But they are largely individu- 
al, extemporaneous successes 
shaped more by circumstance 
than design. 

Mr. Christopher deserves 
credit for delegating to capable 
subordinates lute Robert Gal- 
lucd cm North Korea and Strobe 
Talbott on Russia. This secretary 
of state was modest enough, and 
cautious enough, to let others 
handle dangerous and time-ab- 
sorbing accounts. He concen- 
trated on process, and especially 
on defending the State Depart- 
ment's plummeting budgets. 

That left Mr. Peny as the most 
authoritative voice in the admin- 
istration on the substance of in- 



ternational affairs. He also 
happened to command the only 
significant resources that Con- 
gress and the administration 
were willing to put into inter- 
national affairs. By the time of 
President Clinton's re-election, 
the Pentagon quietly called the 
shots on U.S. involvement 
abroad. 

The president must decide in a 
matter of days whether to keep 
U.S. troops in Bosnia, send them 
to Centra] Africa to help in the 
Rwanda-Zaire border crisis and 
how to deal with Saddam Hus- 
sein’s continuing depredations. 
Mr. Clinton should have the ben- 


B. YVH»M'i.p 

efit of the advice of his new ap- 
pointees now. They will have to 
live with the consequences. 

The hard part is not the in- 
dividual qualities needed for sec- 
retary of state or defense. Those 
are obvious. The trick for Clinton 
Two is the naming of a team that 
the president will consistently 
engage and lead, and trust, as a 
collective unit. 

Unless Mr. Clinton is prepared 
to do that, it matters little whether 
the next secretary of state is 
George Mitchell. Madeleine Al- 
bright. Colin Powell or Andy 
Capp. 

The Wash inbuilt Past 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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^amoved by Iran’s Fain 

‘‘Regarding “ From Tehran, a 
Ctill for the US. to Help Rescue 
Afghanistan" (Opinion. Nov. 5) 
bf Kama! Kharrad: 

It took a tremendous amount of 
willpower to read Mr. Kbaxrazi's 
article in its entirety. It showed 
the constant hanger for power 
exhibited by the current regime 
in'lran. 

I can only shake my head over 
the pain Iran feels for 4 ‘the honor 
of Afghans killing Afghans.”. 

It was not so long ago that Ira- 
nians were killing Iranians, all in 
the name of religion. Did this lead' 
.to the Islamic Republic of Iran's 
’^becoming “stable and indepen- 


dent," as Mr. Kharrazi claims? 
I don't think so. 

On the topic of regional co- 
operation, Iran has been a 
destabilizing force in the Gulf 
region since the Islami c regime 
took power. Regarding eco- 
nomic- development, “prosper- 
ity" is not a word one would 
use to describe the current situ- 
ation in Iran. And all of tins 
does not even begin to touch 
upon the miserable human rights 
Situation in Tran. 

Nat until Iran can heal it- 
self wfl] it be considered for 
a larger role in- international 
affairs. 

B. KOSHKLSh. 

London. 


On Boutros Ghali 

Regarding “'Boutros Ghali 
Sends a Message to Washington ” 
( Opinion . Nov. 9) by Jim Hoag- 
land: 

Mr. Hoagland expresses in a 
very clear way the beliefs of every 
scholar, diplomat and politician 
who cares about the United Na- 
tions and a world order based on 
the rule of law. 

Boutros Boutros Ghali may not 
be perfect, but he is a brilliant, 
dedicated, sincere and able dip- 
lomat- Though he took up his re- 
sponsibilities in 1992 at a critical 
transitional period, his record is 
better than any of his prede- 
cessors. Furthermore, he has cer- 


tainly grown in his job and four 
years later has a wealth of ex- 
perience and practical knowledge 
that would allow him to achieve 
profound reform of the UN. 

In a world still troubled by con- 
frontation and conflict on almost 
every continent. Mr. Boutros 
Ghali ’s contribution can be in- 
valuable. 

As an Egyptian, and a former 
assistant of Mr. Boutros Ghali's. I 
am definitely biased. But it is on 
objective grounds that I hope the 
U.S. government can find a way to 
show the world community that it 
seeks to improve the United Na- 
tions. U should not gun down a 
man with high principles as well as 
a strong attachment to freedom 


and democracy — and who comes 
from a country that is one of Amer- 
ica's staunchest friends and allies. 

ALY MAHER EL SAYED. 

Paris. 

The writer is the Egyptian am- 
bassador to France. 

Mobutu Largesse? 

After reading Roger Cohen’s 
superb report on Mobutu Sese 
Seko (Nov. II): Why doesn’t the 
Zairian leader pay for some hu- 
manitarian aid in his country by- 
donating a few billion dollars of 
his own fortune? 

JAMES TOMLINS. 

Paris. 


Power-Line Scaremongers 
Aren’t Fazed by the Facts 


Bv Robert L. Park 


C OLLEGE PARK. Maryland 
— Some scientific contro- 
versies never seem to die. 

After 17 years the scientific 
debate over possible adverse 
health effects of electromagnetic 
fields from power lines has finally 
been put to rest by experts at the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

After a three-year evaluation 
of hundreds of scientific papers, 
the panel concluded that “the ev- 

MEANWHILE 

idertce does not show that ex- 
posure to these fields presents a 
human health hazard.” 

But critics of power lines are 
not going ro accept the verdict 
without a struggle. Louis Slesin. 
the editor of Microwave News, a 
newsletter about the controversy, 
said. “If anyone thinks this report 
is going to help them sell a home 
near power lines, they are sadly 
mistaken.” 

.An industry has grown up 
around the power line contro- 
versy. Tort lawyers, engineers 
wbomeasure electric fields. some 
journalists and newsletter pub- 
lishers have an interest in the is- 
sue never being quite sealed. 

Yet there has never been sub- 
stantia] evidence to support 
claims that low-level fields from 
power lines cause cancer. As far 
back as 1979. scientists had poin- 
ted to serious flaws in research 
that claimed to find a connection 
between power tines and child- 
hood leukemia. 

Instead of actually measuring 
the fields inside homes, the stud- 
ies had relied on the size and 
location of external power litres. 

A 1992 study commissioned by 
the White House Office of Sci- 
ence and Technology Policy also 
found no evidence of ill effects. 
Moreover, scientists have long 
known that at the cellular level 
these man-made electromagnetic 
fields are thousands of times 
weaker than the natural fields, 
generated by electrical activity of 
(he heart, brain and muscles. 

Moreover. electromagnetic 
fields from power lines cannot 
damage the chemical bonds in 
human DNA the way known can- 
cer-producing agents — includ- 
ing X-rays, chemical carcinogens 
and certain viruses — do. 

Nevertheless, critics have 
preached the dangers of power 
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lines for years. Granger Morgan, 
an engineer who wrote a report on 
power lines for the Office of Tech- 
nology Assessment, has gone 
around the country preaching 
“prudent avoidance.’* To some, 
Uus vague term means moving 
children’s beds away from wall 
sockets, while others have inter- 
preted it as advising them to See 
homes near power lines. 

For Paul Brodeur, a writer at 
The New Yorker whose articles 
were collected into books titled 
“Currents of Death" and “The 
Great Power-Line Cover-Up,” 
power lines have been an ideal 
target. 

Electromagnetic fields are in- 
visible and to most people mys- 
tifying. The “villains'* are easy 
marks: power companies, govern- 
ment bureaucrats and scientists 
who are sometimes arrogant. 

The overwhelming consensus 
among scientists dial no hazard 
existed was seen by alarmists as 
evidence of a cover-up. Articles 
generated public hysteria and 
moved the issue from the labor- 
atory to the courts. 

The Office of Technology As- 
sessment has estimated that the 
controversy has cost the public 
between $1 billion and S3 billion 
per year in litigation, lost prop- 
erty values, higher utility bills 
and relocated power lines. 

Although there is a slightly el- 
evated rate of leukemia in chil- ■ 
dren who live near concentrations , 
of power lines, the National 
Academy of Sciences panel 
found no connection between 
electromagnetic fields and the 
disease. Neighborhoods with 
concentrations of power lines of- 
ten are poor, densely populated 
and otherwise congested and pol- 
luted. Cancer rates are higher 
among the poor in general. 

The panel recommended more 
research to find the real culprit of 
the slightly higher rate of leu- 
kemia — possibly traffic emis- 
sions and industrial pollution. 

Opponents of power tines have 
invested too much emotion to 
give up their cause, but the sci- 
entific process seems at least to 
have sorted out the truth from the 
sc are m on ge ring. 

The writer, professor of physics 
at the University of Maryland, 
contributed this comment to The 
New York Times. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Taiwan, Republic of China 

A country devoted to 
sustainable agricultural development 


Geographically tropical and subtropical, Taiwan is great for agriculture, having bumper harvests and a rich 
variety of quality products. 

With its increasing strength in the global economy, Taiwan’s agriculture excels in crop improvements, 
livestock production, new technology development, food processing and marketing strategy. 

An integral part of global sustainable development, Taiwan shares its responsibility for the rational utilization 
of natural resources with an aim to conserve and wisely manage its unique ecosystem and scenery. 



m TAIWAN, ROC 



HONGKONG 

For further information, please contact 


The Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan 

37 Nanhai Rd., Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China. Tel: 886-2-312-4077 Fax: 886-2-312-5888 
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Fake Willy and his handlers on Pugei Sound off Seattle: city residents hope Willy will scare away the sea lions. 

Can Fake Willy Save Sea Lions? 


By Timothy Egan 

AV.ni- >'i vk 



EATTLE — In the 10-year 
war against California sea 
lions, biologists in Seattle 
have tried shooting them with 
rubber buileLs. scaring them with fire- 
crackers and repulsing them with really 
bad music. 

None of it has worked. As Popeye is 
drawn to spinach, so the sea lions con- 
tinue to feast on the easy meals of what 
may be the world's most- watched sal- 
mon runs, in the Ballard locks that lead 
to Seattle's inland waterways. 

Frustrated and nearly out of ideas, the 
authorities fear that some fish, partic- 
ularly the prized steelhead trout, may be 
facing extinction. The problem, bi’olo- 
gists say. is that the big. fish-chomping 
sea lion faces no predator. 

Enter Fake Willy. He is a I6-foor faux 
orca. slick as the' real thing, made of 
fiberglass — a gift of enterprising cit- 
izens who have raised more than $6,000 
to get the project under way. 

For the last week. Fake Willy has 
been lurking in Puget Sound, just be- 
neath the surface, "tied to buoys and 
anchors. The idea is that the sea lions, 
couch potatoes of the marine world, will 


have the wits scared out of them by the 
phony killer whale. 

"\Ve think Fake Willy has a 50-50 
chance of working.* * said Rudy McCoy, 
an organizer of the project. 

Of" course, many people wonder why 
the sea lions will not swim around the 
fiberglass scarecrow, or quickly dis- 
cover that Fake Willy, unlike his coun- 
terpart in ihe film "Free Willy,'* does 
not move around much. Many of those 
people an? marine biologists. 

"We don’t think it will work," said 
Brian Gorman, a spokesman for the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
which gave a 30-day permit to Fake 
Willy *s handlers, a loose-knit group that 
includes fishermen, radio station pro- 
moters. amateur biologists and active 
citizens. “On the other hand. we see no 
reason not to give it a try." 

The alternative, which may happen 
this winter, is to kill the sea lions before 
they kill the fish runs. 

Sea lions ordinarily migrate to Cali- 
fornia in ihe winter. Bui a number of 
them have discovered that it is much 
easier to park themselves in from of the 
locks with their mouths open. Most of 
the year, it is a gravy train of salmon and 
steelhead trout. 

Officials have gone so far as to cap- 
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Medical Questions? Try Web 
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rure and ship sea lions to California, 
only 10 have them return — sometimes 
within days. Recent changes in the Fed- 
eral Marine Mammal Protection Act 
allow biologists to take action against 
mammal populations that have grown 
and threaten other species. 

The sea lions threaten an enduring icon 
of this region. They snag fish returning 
from a life at sea. on the way to spawning 
waters in the foothills above the city. The 
Jocks are where the fresh water of 
Seattle’s lakes joins the salt water from 
Puget Sound. They are a major passage 
for ships and fish, and a big draw for 
tourists who delight in watching salmon 
leap through fisli /adders. 

AST year, the authorities cap- 
tured five of the most trouble- 
some sea lions and prepared 
them for execution. A tribe of 
Indians volunteered to eat them, re- 
calling old tribal traditions. But at the 
last minute, a marine park in Florida 
intervened, offering to take them in. 

Fake Willy has until the end of this 
month to prove his worth. Alter that, his 
keepers will submit their findings, try- 
ing to convince officials that the scare- 
crow concept could be part of the effort 
against the sea lions. 


By Sreenath Sreenivasan 

\fu- fork Times Service 

N EW YORK— Tired of both- 
ering doctors at parties with 
medical questions? Then 
make 3n appointment with 
your computer. The World Wide Web 
offers a mixture of sites that provide a 
variety of medical information. As with 
anything else on the Web, users should 
be careftd about the information. The 
most useful sites clearly indicate that 
they do not provide medical advice, but 
offer guidelines on specific topics. 

There are so many health -related sites 
on the Web that trying to find useful 
information can be as about enjoyable as 
filling oui health forms. Readers should 
treat the sites, which are all free and open 
to the public, as easy-access substitutes 
for visits to the library and nothing 
more. 

A good starting point is the site of the 
American Medical Association and its 
275,000 members. Among its features: a 
reference library that offers in-depth in- 
formation about diseases and substance 
abuse and "physician select," an index 
of virtually every licensed physician in 
the United States. "We want to be a one- 
stop shop for the general public seeking 
information about medical conditions 
and physicians.” said Nancy Vlasek. 
business manager of the AMA site. 

"We are constantly updating it with 
new features." 

JAMA, the Journal of the American 
Medkal Association, is also on line on 


the AMA site, but is quire compre- 
hensive in its own right. This section is 
free, though some areas require an easy 
and on-the-spot registration process. 

In addition to abstracts and tables of 
contents of every new issue, the site has 
an in-depth section dealing with .AIDS, 
called the the JAMA HTV/AIDS Infor- 
mation Center. This is one of the most 
thoro ug h places to get information about 
the Hiseagft. thanks to its treatment in- 
formation, patient support groups and 
daily compilation of news articles. And it 
makes use of the "world" in World Wide 
Web — with links to efforts in the fight 
against AIDS in more than 20 countries. 

There are several sites that offer ver- 
sions of “ask the doctor.” with in- 
formation presented in a question-and- 
answer format. Be aware, however, that 
some may be geared mainly to sell 
products. Patients are often reluctant to 
ask certain types of questions, even of 
their family doctors, and that is an area 
in which doctors can play an important 
role on line. Chances are that the ques- 
tion has been asked before and is readily 
available in a question archive, or can be 
asked anonymously, saving any awk- 
wardness or embarrassment. 


NE such site is run by Tripod 
Inc., an interactive media 


O company aimed at young 
professionals. Every week. 
"Doctor Bob and his panel of health 
experts" choose a question to answer, 
and the site also has an extensive 
archive of questions like “What are the 


side effects of melatonin ' and 
"I am suffering from gastric ul- ~ 
cere- Can I get rid of the acidity by 
controlling mv diet?” . 

"Go Ask Alice," a site run by 
Columbia University and open to any- 
one on the Web, has one of the largest 
archives with more than 1.000 ques- 
tions, also in searchable format. 

Web sires are popping up all the time 
to provide specific information. For ex- 
ample, computer users with allergies 
can now mm to the Allergy Information 

Center. . . 

American Medical Association: hup:.*.’ 
wwwjuna-assn.org/ 

JAMA. Journal of the American 
Medical Association: htrp://www.- 

ama-assn.org/public/joumals/jama/ 

jamabome.htm 

JAMA HTV/AIDS Information Cen- 
ter: http://www.ama-assn.org/special/ 
hi v/h ivhome.htm 

Tripod's Ask the Doctor: http:// 

www.tripod.com/living/askiunder- 

score symbol Idoc / 

Go Ask .Alice: hnp:/Avww.co- 

lumbia.edu/cu/healthwise/altce.html 
Women's Health Specialists at San 
Diego: http://www.pIanetearthjiet/San- 
Diego/DrRoss/submiLhtml 

Allergy Information Center http:// 
www.kww.com/al lergv/ 

Centers for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention: http://www.cdc.gov/ 

Travel Health Online; http;// 

www.tripprep.com/index.html 

Typing Injury Archive: http:// 

www.cs.princeton.edu/--dwallach/tifaq/ 



A Simple Fetal Test in the Works 


By Rick Weiss 

llaUHnQhta Post Service 




ASHINGTON — Hardly 
a week goes by without 
scientists announcing the 
discovery of yet another 
gene responsible for an inherited dis- 
order. As a result, pregnant women now 
have a growing number of tests that can 
tell them whether their fetus carries a 
genetic abnormality. 

But there is a certain irony to ail this 
new sophistication: To get a tissue 
sample from a fetus for testing, doctors 
must still perform a relatively crude, 
invasive and somewhat dangerous pro- 
cedure on the mother — either am- 
niocentesis or chorionic villus sampling 
(CVS), which trigger miscarriages in 1 
percent to 2 percent of cases. 

That could change before long. After 
years of efforts, scientists are close to 
realizing an old goal of doing prenatal 
tests on" a simple blood sample drawn 
from the mother’s arm. In the latest 
success, reported in the November issue 
of the journal Nature Genetics, research- 
ers correctly diagnosed two fetuses with 
two inherited biood disorders by ex- 
amining the mothers' blood. 

The experimental test appears to be 
accurate earlier in a pregnancy than am- 
niocentesis and about as early as is CVS 
— about 10 to 12 weeks of gestation. 
And results can be ready in a day or two, 
instead of the usual week or two. 

The revolutionary approach is pos- 
sible because cells from the developing 
fetus occasionally cross the placenta 
and enter the mother's circulation dur- 
ing pregnancy. These errant cells are 


rare; perhaps one in a billion cells in a 
mother's blood sample are of fetal ori- 
gin. Bui with increasing ease, scientists 
are learning how to find them. Then all 
that's needed is to test the fetal ceils for 
any disease that runs in the family or is 
of particular concern. 

The idea of conducting prenatal tests 
on mother’s blood dates from 1969. 
when researchers first found "male" 
white blood cells in the blood of 21 
pregnant women. The cells were clearly 
male because they contained an X and a 
Y chromosome, rather than two Xs. as is 
found in females. That weird finding 
made sense months later, when 1 9 of the 
women gave birth to boys. The other 
two women had previously given birth 
to boys, whose white blood cells were 
still lingering in their mothers' blood. 

While that work showed the potential 
for analyzing fetal genes in mother's 
blood, it also showed the pitfall of per- 
forming those tests on fetal white blood 
cells. These cells can be quite long-lived, 
so there is a chance that a doctor will 
inadvertently perform a test on a fetal 
cell from a previous pregnancy instead 
of from the current fetus. Indeed, a study 
published last year showed that fetal 
white blood cells can remain in a moth- 
er's blood 27 years after a pregnancy. 

As an alternative, scienusts have ex- 
perimented with another kind of fetal 
cell that also leaks into the mother's 
blood. These cells, called trophoblasts. 
come from the placenta — the mass of 
tissues that form a bridge between the 
fetus's circulation and that of the moth- 
er. But there are drawbacks to using 
these cells. 

One problem centers on the way sci- 


entists distinguish between fetal troph- 
oblasts and maternal blood cells. Troph - 
oblasts have unique molecules, called 
antigens, protruding from their outer 
membranes like trees on the surface of 
microscopic planets. Scientists typic- 
ally separate trophoblasts from maternal 
cells by using antibodies that specif- 
ically recognize those antigens. In some 
cases, for example, they use trophoblast 
antibodies that have' tiny magnetic 
beads attached to them. Once the an- 
tibodies have clamped onto the troph- 
oblasts. scientists use a magnet to pull 
those beads — and the attached troph- 
oblasts — into a separate chamber. 

T HE system works beautifully, 
except that trophoblast anti- 
gens sometimes break off and 
reattach to other ceils, includ- 
ing maternal cells. So some of Ihe cells > 
bearing trophoblast antigens may be 
from the mother after all. 

Moreover, about I percent of troph- 
oblasts have genetic abnormalities that 
are not present in the rest of the Fetus. 
These anomalies will have no bearing 
on the baby’s health, but they confound 
the interpretation of a prenatal lest. 

The new system, developed by Yuel 
Wai Kan of the University of California 
at San Francisco, starts with about six 
Quid ounces of the mother's blood, 
which contain about 100 billion cells. 
The process gradually separates the 
mother’s cells from fetal cells on the 
basis of differences in their relative 
densities, antigen coatings, and their 
abilities to take up certain stains. The job 
is finished with a simple DNA test dial 
detects genetic errors in the fetal cells. 


A Wearying Trend in America 
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By Caryle Murphy 

It'd shing U 'fl Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — Hey. 

you men out there. Aire 
you yawning? Do you find 
it hard to get going in the 
morning? .Are you falling 
asleep while reading the kids 
their bedtime stories? 

Take heart. You are not 
alone. A recent study looking 
at the problem of fatigue 
found that American men are 
reporting they feel more tired 
than their forebears did 50 
years ago. 

Donald L. Bitwise, director 
of the Sleep Disorders Center 
at Atlanta's Emory University 
Medical School, compared how people 
in the 1980s answered questions about 
fatigue and sleep on a mental health 
questionnaire to how people answered 
the questions in the 1930s. 

The same questionnaire, the Min- 
nesota Muhiphasic Personality Invent- 
ory. was administered to 539 people in 
the early 1930s and to I.- 408 others in 
the early 1980s. 

Dr. Bitwise found that 26.3 percent of 
the 1980s men said they felt unrested in 
the morning, compared with only 17.9 
percent in the 1930s. A greater per- 
centage of modern men (33 percent) 



also reported being more tired and hav- 
ing less stamina in the daytime than men 
did in the earlier era, when only 19.7 
percent said so. 

There was no significant difference, 
however, between die two groups when 
asked about sleep disturbances. So. how 
to explain foe apparent in- 
crease in tired men? 

Dr. Bliwise. whose survey 
was published in a recent is- 
sue of “Sleep." a journal of 
the American Sleep Disorders 
Association and the Sleep Re- 
search Society, proffered a 
number of possible explan- 
ations. 

It may be that men are 
sleeping less these days. Dr. 
Bitwise said, noting a 1993 
report by NTH’s National Commission 
on Sleep Disorders Research showing 
that Americans in general are neglecting 
sleep in today's society. 

On foe other hand, foe greater fatigue 
of 1980s men might be due to an in- 
crease in foe number of people suffering 
from depression. Dr. Bliwise wrote. 
Then again, it may be that men are 
simply more willing to admit being tired 
than their earlier counterparts were. 

The latter explanation is boosted by 
another finding of Dr. Bliwise *s study: 
While only 42.2 percent of men in the 
1930s said they dreamed, 63.6 percent 


of contemporary men said they did. 
This, wrote Dr. Bliwise, suggests thai 
today’s men are more open to emotional 
experiences than men of 50 years ago. 

Of course. Dr. Bliwise stressed in an 
interview, “that's just speculation." 

Meanwhile, what about women? 
Those of the 1980s are feeling even 
more tired than their male contempor- 
aries, with 39.8 percent of respondents 
to the questionnaire saying they felt 
tired and lacking in stamina during the 
day. 

W HAT is interesting, how- 
ever, Is that back in foe 
1930s almost the same 
percentage of women (38 
percent) were saying they experienced 
daytime fatigue. 

Dr. Bliwise said he could not explain 
why there was not a rise in the number 
of women reporting fatigue, something 
he called "paradoxical” since more," 
women are in the work force these*" 
days. 

The amount of sleep needed to feel 
“alert and vital” foe next day differs 
from person to person, but foe norm 
ranges between six and nine hours. Dr. 
Bliwise said. 

So how many hours of zzz’s does he 
get each night? ‘ Ml varies," Dr. Bliwise 
replied. 

Depends on how much work he has. 
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Dangers of Deer Hunting 

NEW ORLEANS CAP ) — Spotting a 
deer during hunting season is a thrill — 
maybe even a dangerous one. A study 
of middlc-agc male hunters tramping 
through the woods found that the heart 
races wildly at foe sight of a big buck. 
In fact, the excitement may be too 
much. 

During a typical deer season in 
Michigan, about a dozen hunters die of 
heart attacks. So researchers from Wil- 
liam Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, rigged up 25 hunters with 
portable heart monitors to see what hap- 
pens. “Just seeing a deer, not even 


taking a shot, the heart rate shoots up,” 
said Susan Haapaniemi, an exercise 
physiologist who coordinated the 
study. 

Some men's heart rates almost 
doubled when seeing a deer, even if they 
were standing completely still. One 
man's heartbeat soared from 78 to 168 
per minute when he caught a glimpse of a 
1 0-point buck. 


Alzheimer’s Test Disputed 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Contrary 
to an earlier report, a relatively simple 
eyedrop test cannot diagnose Alz- 


heimer's disease, a study in the journal 
Neurology says. 

An initial study in 1994 found that the 
pupils of Alzheimer's patients dilated 
significantly while those of healthy pa- 
tients showed tittle response when both 
groups were given the drops. 

But in the latest study, researchers 
applied the same drops to 14 patients 
suffering from a disease similar to ^ 
Alzheimer's, and 14 healthy people^ 
"The results were very troublesome.” 
said Dr. Irene- Litvan of the National 
Institute of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke. “We couldn't differentiate be- 
tween foe patients and the healthy con- 
trol subjects." 
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Reputation Restored 

During Gordon M. Bethune's tenum as 
chief executive of Continental Airlines, 
riie canter’s customer service rank- ■ 
ings have improved sharply, as 
has its standing in the eyes of ■ 
investors. 
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High Cost ■= 

USAir will change its 

name to US Always U5A, " WAY ‘ 
and adopt a new logo. But the 
carrier will need to find a way 
to lower its high cost of doing 
business, as measured in 
cents per available seat mile. * 
Figures are for the 12 months 
ended June 30. 
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Westinghouse to Cut 
Industrial Units Loose 

Firm Will Focus on Broadcasting 
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Two U.S. Airlines Seek the Road Back to Profit 


orks 


^Happier Landings 
For Continental’s Chief 


£$? don't like coming to work every USAir Changes Name 

This year, Continental Airlines Inc. A _ j TTwa«w*5l« Gh, n * AMT 
won the LD. Power award for best do- And UllVeUS Strategy 


By Adam Bryant 

_ New York Tunes Service - 

H OUSTON — When Gordon 
Bethune took over as pres- 
ident of Continental Airlines, 
he discovered die company 
-had a remarkable knack for angering 
i both customers and employees. 

•• To bolster revenue. C ontinental 
■ charged workers $1 to deposit a paycheck 
• direcdy in the hank. To save $1 0,000. it 
•removed packets of aspirin from its air- 
- craft, giving travelers with headaches an- 
other reason, besides Continental's 
propensity to lose bags and arrive late. 
• never to fly the airline again. Some em- 
ployees were so embarrassed to be work- 
ing at Continental that they removed its 
Tsymbol from their weak clothes. 

It was handy surprising to Mr. Betft- 
\ une, then, when be was co nfron ted at an 
employee meeting by a pilot who ques- 

imTiimATIONAL MANAGER* 

-troned hisabiKty to makea difference. 

> Mr. Bethune, a licensed jet pilot hint- 
self, shot back that it was. his turn at the 
' controls. Almost three years later, die 

Bethune has shown he is anablephoL ' 
With a bhiff management style, he has 
.. demonstrated that even the most rfismal 
of companies can be brought back to 
life. He has done this by investing in 
better service and employee morale, in- 
. stead of single-raindedly cutting costs. 

! "You can make a pizza so cheap, 
. nobody win buy it,” he said. ”Have you 
’- ever seal a successful company that 
doesn't have a good product and where 


This year. Continental Airlines Inc. 
won the J. D. Power award for best do- 
mestic U.S. airline for long flights. After 
compiling the worst record in die Trans- 
portation Department's 1994 rankings 
for late flights, lost baggage and cus- 
tomer complaints, it now often finish es 
in the top one- third. 

. While these are relatively good times 
for airlines, as a good economy and full 
planes have enabled them to raise fares, 
Continental has benefited more than 
most. In January 1995, its class B shares 
were trading at about $5. but they closed 
Wednesday at $25,125, down 75 cents. 
With business travelers returning, 
moreover. Continental is posting record 
profit and has a cash cushion of more 
than $800 million. 

Many Continental employees now 
worry about Mr. Bethune’s departure. 

“He’s the kind of guy you want to 
weak with, not for,' ' said Steve Zavitz, a 
pilot who said die airline was being run 
more competently now than in his pre- 
vious 32 years of flying for Continental. 
“He deserves a lot of the credit." 

Big Continental customers also said 
they had seen a difference. 

Mr. Bethune- last month was named 
chairman in addition to the title of chief 
executive he was given in November 
1994. His record at Continental shows 
that basic ideas conveyed with simple 
words are often reliable tools. 

“If you say three things in a row that 
make sense," be said, “people will vote 
foryou.*’ 

- Some former Continental executives, 
however, while insisting that they not be 
named, said Mr. Bethune was getting 
credit for many initiatives that had been 
put in place before he arrived and had 

See CONTINENTAL, Page 17 


By Adam Bryant 

New York Times Senice 

NEW YORK — After toiling behind 
closed doors since January, USAir 
Group Inc.’s latest management team has 
presented a new strategy for the company 
that includes a new name, a new symbol 
and paint jobs for its planes. 

That was the most tangible payoff of 
a roughly $200 million bet placed by 
investors — reflected in its stock’s run- 
up to Wednesday’s close of $20.50, 
down 12.5 cents on the day but up from 
$16.50 in September — that the com- 
pany's chief executive. Stephen Wolf, 
would produce some promising an- 
nouncements at a widely anticipated 
presentation to analysts Tuesday. 

But as Mr. Wolf hasoften said, any 
resurgence by USAir will require more 
than new paint jobs and logotypes. The 
airline, he says, must solve its most 
fundamental problem: the highest cost 
of doing business in the industry. 

. ...Mr. .Wolf, a .former chairman of 
United Airlines, and his lieutenants 
provided a trenchant analysis of US Air’s 
problems and its opportunities Tuesday, 
but much of the ambitious strategy they 
outlined will remain in limbo until they 
can reach cost-cutting agreements with 
labor groups. 

Early next year, USAir will change its 
name to US Airway s, a name that it hopes 
sounds more international, and will start 
a three-year project to repaint its planes 
deep blue and gray with red and white 
accents and to introduce its new cor- 
porate logo, a stylized American flag. 

Mr. Wolf explained the change by 
saying that USAir’s name sounded too 


Callback Entry Erodes Japan Monopoly 


Bloomberg Business News . 

TOKYO — Catena Corp. joined the 
free-for-all in the Japanese international 
long-distaiKe telephone market Wednes- 
day, offering a callback service ar rates 
. less than bail those charged by Kokusai 
• Denshin Denwa Co., which used to con- 
trol the entire market 

The Japanese competitor's offer fol- 
lows a similar one by AT&T Corp. The 
American telecommunications giant of- 
. fers a callback service to customers in 
Japan who hold its global calling card, 

- and it is reported to be considering ex- 
. panding the offer. 

• While traditional long-distance pro- 
viders in Japan have complained to the 
International Tdecommumcatioos Uni- 
on about callback services undercutting 
. their prices, analysts say they cannot stop 
. these competitors from driving down 
.Japanese long-distance rates, which are 
L among the highest in the world. 

In the meantime, a KDD spokesman 

- said. “We’ll have to lower our prices so 
we don’t lose to the callback services," 

The new competition illustrates the 
1 ■_ .way Japan's long-insulated telecommu- 


nications market is finally being forced 
opened by new companies from home 
and abroad. 

“This franchise is going away," said 
Eric Gan, an analyst at Goldman Sachs 
& Co. “The Ministry of Posts and Tele- 
communications is deregulating the 
market, and it is going to allow callback 
services in Japan.’’ 

Callback services use computers to 
reverse the direction of calls from Japan 
to take advantage of cheaper rates in the 
country being railed. 

KDD, which is still the Largest in- 
ternational long-distance company in 
Japan, charges 240 yen ($2.15) for the 
first minute of a daytime call to the 
United States and 120 yen for each 
subsequent minute. 

Catena, whose main business is com- 
puter sales, will charge a fiat rate of 50 to 
70 yen a minute. Managing Director 
Takeyoshi Fukui sard. AT&T charges 
66 yea a minute. 

In the past decade, dozens of compa- 
nies have sprung up to provide callback 
service. Many, like Voz Pacifica Com- 
munications Inc^ are one-person oper- 


ations run from one-room offices. 

So far, the services have captured no 
more than I percent of the $5.5 billion 
market for Japanese international calls, 
analysts say. but AT&T and Catena 
could quickly change that 

“If they can offer a good mice to 
individual users, potentially they can 
get a 40 percent market share in five 
years’ time," said Kiyohisa Ota of Mer- 
rill Lynch Japan Inc. 

The callback companies in Japan un- 
til recently operated m a legal gray area. 
The callback technology, harnessing 
powerful computers and telephone 
switching equipment, outpaced Japa- 
nese regulations. 

KDD complained that its competitors 
initiated calls mi its lines without paying. 
Now callback companies have figured 
out how to avoid KDD’s lines altogether, 
removing another obstacle to growth. 

KDD was created in 1953 as a gov- 
ernment utility, although Tokyo tech- 
nically allowed competitors. KDD said 
last month that it would enter the do- 
mestic market once the law confining it 
to international business was amended. 
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similar to those of smaller airlines such 
as Reno Air and Tower Air and that 
most international carriers used “air- 
lines” or “airways" in their names. 

Mr. Wolf clearly wants to appeal 
more to business travelers, reflected in 
his taste for the darker, conservative 
colors he chose for USAir's fleet, and 
previously for United's. The name of 
USAir’s frequent-flier program, for ex- 
ample, will be changed to Dividend 
Miles and its new in-flight magazine 
will be called “Attache." 

The airline has also been busy im- 
proving its on-time performance, ex- 
panding its international route network 
and reaching cost-saving agreements 
with vendors such as engine-mainten- 
ance companies. 

When a labor agreement might be 
reached remains a mystery. Mr. Wolf 
and labor leaders at USAir have pledged 
to keep all their discussions private, in- 
cluding targets and deadlines, and the 
continuing uncertainty left many finan- 
cial analysts who attended the three-and- 
a-balf-bour meeting — the first such 
presentation to analysts since the new 
USAir management team took over in 
January — somewhat unimpressed. 

See USAIR, Page 17 


CrmpdeJ by Our S&qf From Ouftmcba 

PITTSBURGH — Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. said Wednesday it would 
spin off its remaining industrial busi- 
nesses as a publicly traded company next 
year to create a stand-alone company for 
its growing broadcasting operations. 

Westinghouse said it would cut 1,100 
jobs in the industrial businesses before 
the spin-off and take a $125 million 
charge in the fourth quarter. 

The company also said it would sell 
its Texas-based security-systems busi- 
ness and offer the public as much as 20 
percent of Thermo King, its profitable 
transport-refrigeration unit. 

The tax-free spin-off to shareholders 
will take about nine months 10 complete, 
creating a Pittsburgh-based industrial 
company with hs own stock, board and 
about $4.6 billion in annual sales. West- 
inghouse will not retain a stake in the 
industrial company, a spokeswoman said. 

The announcement ends months of 
speculation about the future structure of 
Westinghouse, whose transformation 
began last November when it acquired 
CBS Inc. for $5.4 billion to become the 
biggest U.S. broadcasting company. 

Westinghouse shares closed down 
87 JS cents at 519.75 on the New York 
Stock Exchange. The stock climbed 13 
percent last week on expectation of an 
announcement. 

The broadcasting company will re- 
tain the name Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. and will be based in New York. It 
will be anchored by the CBS network, 
its stable of television and radio stations 
and Infinity Broadcasting Corp.. which 
Westinghouse is buying next month for 
$4.23 billion in stock. Excluding In- 
finity, the broadcasting company has 
annual sales of $4 2 billion. 

The industrial company will be called 
Westinghouse Electric Co. but will also 
be known as Welco. ft will consist of four 
units: power generation, nuclear energy 
systems. Thermo King and government 
operations, the unit that manages former 
nuclear weapons production sites for the 
Department of Energy. 

Westinghouse Chairman Michael 
Jordan, a former PepsiCo Inc. executive 
who was the architect of the separation 
plan, will head the broadcasting com- 
pany and serve as nonexecutive chair- 


man of the new industrial company until 
a successor is chosen, probably before 
the spin-off, the company said. 

“This is a pragmatic structure that 
creates real strategic and operational 
advantages for the two companies while 
maximizing benefits for our .sharehold- 
ers, 1 ' Mr. Jordan said. 

Investors had expected the 110-year- 
old company to make a clean split. West- 
inghouse said in June it would devise a 
separation plan by the aid of the year. 

The spin-off will separate Westing- 
house’s profitable television and radio 
broadcasting operations from busi- 
nesses that have dragged down earnings 
and hurt its stock price. 

The conglomerate’s varying person- 
alities — a radio pioneer, then a kitchen- 
appliance maker, now a nuclear-power 
systems provider — also seem to have 
put investors off. 

Westinghouse said its $1.8 billion in 
tax-loss carry-forwards will go to die 
broadcasting company to offset profit for 
income-tax purposes: The broadcasting 
company will also keep Westinghouse’s 
$5 J billion in debt. Westinghouse's pen- 
sion and environmental liabilities will be 
assumed by die industrial company. 

Proceeds from the sale of shares in 
Thermo King will be used to provide 
initial funding for the new industrial 
company, Westinghouse said. Thermo 
King, the gem in Westinghouse’s in- 
dustrial portfolio, had sales of $1.07 
billion last year and an operating profit 
of $176 mi U ion. 

Most of the 1,100 job cuts, which the 
company said would produce annual sav- 
ings of about $80 million, will come 
among the support staff at Westing- 
house’s power-generation and nuclear 
energy systems units and corporate 
headquarters, the company said. Included 
in the reductions are 300 energy-systems 
employees who have accepted buyout 
packages. The cuts amount to 5 percent of 
the industrial company's work force. 

After the split, the stand-alone broad- 
casting company would be valued at 
about $20 to $22 a share initially, or as 
much as $14 billion, said Nicholas Her- 
mann. an analyst at NatWest securities. 
The industrial company would be val- 
ued at $3 to $5 a share, or more than $4 
billion, analysts said. (Bloomberg. AP) 


Pepsi’s Venezuela Pact 

Bloomberg Business News 

CARACAS — PepsiCo Inc. and Empresas Polar SA 
said Wednesday they had reached an agreement for the 
largest brewer in Venezuela to produce and distribute 
PepsiCti beverages in the country. 

Pepsi will hold 30 percent of the new venture, company 
executive said, and privately held Empresas Polar will own 
the rest The two companies said they planned to invest 
$380 million in the venture. 

“Empresas Polar and PepsiCo make a great team." 
said Craig Weatherurp of Pepsi. “For many years we’ve 
been observing Polar, which has created a unique pro- 
duction and distribution system in Venezuela." 

Pepsi's Venezuelan bottler for five decades, the Cisneros 
group of companies, formed a joint venture with Coca-Cola 
Co. in August. As one of the oldest independent Pepsi 
franchise operations, the bottler had made Venezuela a 
holdout against Coca-Cola's international domination. 
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Stocks Rise on Fed Decision to Leave Rates Unchanged 


Cilt^M^Ol/'jijffFnwrl Diytachtl 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose to record 
levels again Wednesday after the Federal Re- 
serve Board, having reviewed data suggesting 
that the U.S. economy was moderating ana 
inflation was not a threat, decided not to raise 
short-term interest rates. 

The move, which had been widely expected, 
led the Dow Jones industrial average up 8.20 
points to 6,274.24. its sixth consecutive closing 
record. Advancing issues led dec liners by a 13- 
to-1 1 ratio on theftew York Slock Exchange. 

Technology stocks led the charge, with 
retail stocks declining on investor pessimism 
about earnings and consumer spending. 

Bond prices, which had been slipping 
throughout the day. rose after the central 
bank's decision was announced. The bench- 
mark 30-year Treasury bond slipped 6/32 to 
1 00 1 9/32, while the yield, which moves in the 
opposite direction of the price, edged up io 
6.45 percent from 6.44 percent Tuesday. 


Analysts, traders and economists had pre- 
dicted that the central bank's policy-setting 
Federal Open Market Committee would leave 
the overnight rate on loans between banks 
unchanged at 5.25 percent. 

Recent economic statistics had reassured 
investors that the Fed would be able to hold 

U.S. STOCKS 

rates steady. The Labor Department reported 
Wednesday that although wholesale prices 
rose 0.4 percent in October, the advance was 
due mainly to sharp rises in the volatile sectors 
of food and energy. Excluding food and energy, 
the producer price index was down 0J5 percent, 
its biggest drop since a 0.4 percent decline in 
October 1994. 

There also appeared to be little price pressure 
in the pipeline. Prices of raw materials were 
down 0.6 percent, and prices for intermediate 
goods were unchanged from September. 


Meanwhile, growth in the U.S. gross do- 
mestic product has slowed from a sizzling 4.7 
percent annual rate in the April-June quarter to 
just 2.2 percent in die July-September period, 
and inflation has remained subdued, although 
signs of wage pressure are raising concerns in 
some areas, particularly among businesses 
needing skilled workers. 

•‘The so-called hawks on the FOMC will 
really have a tough time putting together a 
case for tighter monetary policy, ’ said Sung 
Won Sohn, an economist at Norwest Corp. 

On Wail Street. International Business Ma- 
chines led the Dow average higher. The com- 
uy rose 1% to 134% on news it hod won a 
>78 milli on contract from British Steel. 
Texaco, another Dow component, rose 2% to 
98 after its chairman, Peter Bijur, said he would 
settle a much-publicized racial discrimination 
suit soon, and a lawyer for the plaintiffs said the 
settlement would be below initial estimates. 

Dell Computer shares jumped 3% to 92% 


on the Nasdaq after the compter .maker said 

third-quarter earnings more todoubled. far 
exceeding the average Wall Street efMBfe 
Microsoft rose 3U to 145 as its board ap- 
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after their rapid rise this year. 

Informix, the most active ^ stock on U.S. 

exchanges, rose 1% to 19 on the Nasdp after 

Salomon Brothers raised ns rating to buy. 

DuPont led Dow deciders, foil mg 2-tt to 
92% after an analyst at Sanford C. Bernstein <x 
Co said the chemical maker's enthusiasm tor 
spinning off its Conoco petroleum unit was 
waning because of die rise in oil prices. 

Retail shares declined amid concern that 
profits would not be as robust as expectea 
Wal-Mart, the most active Big Board stock, ten 
VA to 24, Dillard Department Stores fell 3% to 
29, Dayton Hudson dropped VA to 36 A. and 
Federated Department Stores slipped VA to 
34$k (AP. Bloomberg* 


Intel Plans $1.3 Billion Texas Plant 

’ NEW YORK (Combined Dispatches) — Intel Corp- said 
Wednesday it would build a Si. 3 billion plant to assemble 
computer chips in Fort Worth, Texas, and a $300 milli on 
assembly test plant in Costa Rica. 

t-The company also said it had begun construction of a 
previously announced assembly test plant in Shanghai. 

Intel said it needed more manufacturing capacity to keep 
pace with the growth in the market for personal computers. 

(AFX. Bloomberg) 

AOL Reduces Work Force by 300 

DULLES. Virginia (Combined Dispatches) — America 
Online Inc. has dismissed 300 workers as part of a re- 
structuring plan but intends to increase the number of people 
employed in the next seven months, the company said. 

Mark Slavish, vice president for human resources, said the 
Internet services company hoped to expand in the next seven 
months and to increase the number of people employed by 
more than 1.000, to 7,500, by June. 

The cutbacks will lead to a $75 million charge in the second 
quarter, the company said. (AFP. Bloomberg ) 

• Novell Inc. and Sun Microsystems Inc. said they had 
entered into a strategic allian ce, to broaden the reach and 
capabilities of Sun’s Java technologies to developed creating 
applications for business intranets. 

• Merrill Lynch & Co., the biggest U.S. securities firm, will 
open a brokerage operation in Paris in the spring to play a more 
aggressive role in trading French equities. 

• Campbell Soup Co. posted a 60 percent drop in first-quarter 
earnings, to $88 million, mostly from restructuring costs. 

• Federated Department Stores Inc. reported third-quarter 

rjet income of $41.8 million, recovering from a year-earlier 
Ibss of $46.4 million. Sales In the quarter ended Nov. 2 fell 4 
percent, to $3.75 billion. Bloomberg, Reuters. AFP. AP 


Conrail and CSX 
Try to Raise Bid 

C. mptinl tn OurSt^fFi.tn Oupat-hrs 

PHILADELPHIA — Conrail Inc. urged shareholders 
Wednesday to reject an all-cash offer for the railroad 
company made by Norfolk Southern Corp., even as it 
discussed with CSX Corp- the possibility of improving 
that company's bid. 

Although CSX's slumping stock price has reduced the 
value of its offer, Conrail 's board said that combination 
would be better in the long run than a deal with Norfolk 
Southern. 

“A merger with CSX is the superior combination for 
Conrail,'* the Philadelphia-based railroad said. CSX’s 
sharescJosedat$44.S75.up25cents. Conrail fell 37.5 cents 
to $96.50, and Norfolk Southern ended at $88. 125, up 313 
cents. 

Norfolk Southern's bid expires Nov. 22; CSX's expires 
next Wednesday. Both companies raised their bids last 
week, but CSX's offer values the company at about $8.5 
billion, compared with Norfolk Southern's bid of $10 
billion. Conrail urged stockholders who want $110 in 
cash for each of their shares to surrender their stock to 
CSX before next Wednesday. 

Under CSX’s bid, 60 percent of Conrail shares would be 
swapped for CSX stock, but CSX will pay $ 110 a share for 
the first 40 percent of Conrail shares tendered. 

A Conrail spokesman said Norfolk Southern 's all-cash 
bid would result in payments to shareholder only if CSX 
dropped its interest in Conrail. which he said would not 
happen. * ‘They ’re not going to get their money from NSC 
for those reasons." he said of the shareholders, “which is 
why they should accept the CSX bid if they want cash 

now.” 

Norfolk Southern has said it will buy Conrail shares 
before obtaining approval of the merger from federal 
regulators. In its defense. Conrail is counting on an untested 
Pennsylvania law designed to block hostile takeovers. 

A federal court hearing Monday may be the next stage 
in the fight. Norfolk Southern has asked the court to 
nullify the CSX offer. (AP, Bloomberg. Bridge News) 


U.S. Policy Reiteration Benefits Dollar 


CmprMbr Otr Stiff Fmn DtyuKker 

NEW YORK — The dollar gained 
slightly against most major currencies 
Wednesday after a Treasury official re- 
iterated U.S. support for a strong dollar. 

■* Our policy is to have a strong dollar, 
and that s that,” Jeffrey Shafer, under- 
secretary for international affairs, told a 
conference in the first firm statement of 
purpose since the U.S. election Nov. 5. 

“We haveseen the dollar pop up a bit 
since Shafer’s remarks," said Hillel 
Waxman of Bank Leu mi Trust Co. 

The dollar shrugged off the expected 
decision by the Federal Open Market 
Committee to leave the U.S. federal 
funds rate unchanged. 

The pound, meanwhile, was the 
biggest mover, rising to a four-year high 


against the dollar after news that the 
British unemployment rate had hit a 
five-year low fueled expectations of an 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

interest-rate increase. The pound fin- 
ished in New York at $1.6605, up from 
$1.6468 on Tuesday. 

Signals from two Bundesbank council 
members that the German centra! bank 
would not cut interest rates soon bad 
little lasting effect. The dollar finished at 
1.5077 DM, up from 1-5073 DM. 

“Further scope in the short term is not 
there*’ for a rate cut, Olaf Si even said in 
a magazine interview, while Franz- 
Christoph Zeitler said there was a need 
for a “steady hand” on rates. 


The Bundesbank is reluciant to cut 
rates, analysts say, because the economy 
is showing signs of recovery and M3 
money supply — which the bank watches 
to gauge inflation — is growing faster 
than the target rate. The Bundesbank cut 
its discount rate to 23 percent in April. 

4 ‘Things are on hold for a steady mode 
in rates.” said Seth Garrett, director of 
foreign exchange at CS First Boston. 
“Until the market starts expecting a 
change one way or the other, he said, 
the dollar should remain little changed. 

Against other major currencies, the 
dollar finished at 11 1.750 yen, up from 
111.475 yen; at 1.2710 Swiss francs, up 
from 1.2545 francs, and at 5.0930 
French francs, down from 5.0959 
francs. (Bloomberg, AFP ) 
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Est sales na TUf*. sales 28378 
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1*00 Bbl- doHari per bbl. 

Dec 96 2X15 23J7 2X11 -0J4 48851 

Jon 97 ZL9B 2125 2195 + 0JO 70,500 

Fed 97 2144 23*7 23*2 +847 38388 

Mar 97 2320 2275 23.18 +854 M.B31 
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NATURAL GAS DWERI 
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Tue’sonenW 

UNLEADED GASOUNE (NMERJ 
«2*n am- cents nor oa< 
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ES. sides NA rue's, setes 21*96 
Tue'sapento S7J25 UP 1044 

GASOIL (IRE] 
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Dec 96 21675 211*0 
Jan <7 212JO 207 J5 
Feb 97 20625 203 JO 
Mar <7 1<SX0 197*5 
Apt 97 192.00 1WL25 
May 97 187 JO 18675 
Jun <7 18X00 183*5 
Jul <7 N.J. W.T. 
Aug 97 N.T. N.T. 
ScpIW N.T. N.T. 

EM. sales: 16323. 
5J05 


21625 +5J0 26751 
212*5 +5*0 29J»6 
20600 -ADO 9.755 
199.00 -125 6522 
192*0 +ZJO 4X82 
187*0 +L25 2J75 
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9155 - 0*7 101*57 
<125 -Q.11 lll*» 
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Stock Indexes 

SAP COMP. INDEX (CMER) 

960 <mdbi 

Dec 94 735J0 7304 73X10 ^1.10168428 
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Jun 97 7«20 7JL55 7«L« -1J5 3X36 
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FF300 rer into Min? 
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Dow Jones 

opm Hiofa Low Lost am. 
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American Invasion 
Claims Another 
U.K. Electric Utility 


LONDON — Dominion Re- 
C i rces Inc. said Wednesday it would 
acquire East Midlands Bectricity 

PLC, extending a string of big ac- 
quisitions of British power compa- 
nies by U.S. electric atiiitxesL 

East Midlands, one of 12 British 
regional utilities created by the' 
privatization of electric power dis- 
tribution in 1990, said h had ac- 
cepted Dominion's sweetened offer 
of £1 3 billion ($2.14 billion), or 670 
pence a share. That is about 70 pence 
a share higher than Dominion said 
last week it was prepared to offer. 

East Midlands ' shares closed 
1 1 .50 pence higher iat 632.50. Ana- 
lysts said the price, well ’ below 
Dominion's offer, indicated, in- 
vestor concern that British regulat- 
ors might not approve the deal. 


Die Erste 
To Rejoin 
AnstaltBid 


CavpjUtlby Otr S&tff From Dapacha " 

VIENNA — Die Erste Oes- 
terreichische Spar-Casse- 
Bank, a regional savings h ank, 
said Wednesday it would rejoin 
a group led by insurer EA-Gen- 
erali AG to bid for Austria's 70 
percent stake in Greditanstalt- 
Bankverein AG. 

Die Erste said the supervis- 
ory board of hs owner, a trust 
called Antei lsv erwal tungsspar- 
kasse, had approved the de- 
cision to rejom the Generali 
group. Die Erste left the group 
in September after disagreeing 
on terms of an offer. 

The bank did not disclose de- 
tails of the bid, but an unat- 
tributed report in the Vienna 
dally . Der Standard said die 
group planned to bid 10 billion 
schillings ($948.5 million) for 
part of the government's stake. 
Austria values its Creditanstalt 
holdings at 15 billion s chilling s. 

( Bloomberg . Reuters) 


British electricity * distributors 
have been attractive takeover targets 
for U.S. companies, which hope to 
gain experience in the deregulated 
UJKL market before facing the pos- 
sibility of deregulation in die United 
Stales as early as next year. 

U.S. companies also are attracted 
by the prospect of better returns on 
investment in Britain, where elec- 
tricity companies are regulated on 
the basis of prices they can charge, 
rather than profit tbey can earn as is 
the case with American utilities. 

East Midlands is considered one 
of the most efficiently run British 
utilities, having slashed its work 
force by nearly 40 percent since it 
was privatized six years ago. It sup- 
plies electricity to about 2 2 million 
homes in central England. 

The company reported pretax 
profit of £214.2 million on revenue of 
£13 billion in the year erafori March 
3 1. Dominion earned $425 million on 
revenue of $4.6 billion fast year. 

Dominion said it hoped the 
takeover of East Midlands would be 
completed within 60 days. 

The deal, if approved by share- 
holders and regulators, would be the 
eighth purchase of a British regional 
electricity supplier in two years, and 
the fourth by a U.S. company. 

Northern Electric PLC currently 
is fighting a $1.7 billion hostile 
takeover initiated last month by CE 
Electric, controlled by the U.S. util- 
ity CalEnergy Co. 

In May, Qnezgy Carp, and Gen- 
eral Public Utilities Corp. agreed to 
buy Midlands Electricity PLC for 
about $2.6 billion. Last year. Central 
& South West Cop. said it would buy 
the power distributor Seeboard PLC 
for about $23 trillion, and Southern 
Co. bought Sooth Western Electricity 
PLC for about $13 billion. 

Analysts were divided over 
whether the bid for East Midlands 
would be referred to the Monopolies 
and Rogers Commission, Britain's 
antitrust authority. Previous deals 
between U.S. and British electric 
companies have not been referred, 
but the political pressure from La- 
bour Party opposition to utility 
takeovers may persuade the Con- 
servative government to break with 
precedent, analysts said. 

(AP, Bloomberg. AFX, AFP) 


Family Feud Brews at Lazard 

Sources Say Heir- Apparent Could Be Ousted 


By Peter Truell 

New York Times Service 


I s Edouard Stem still the heir to the throne at 
Lazard Freres? Not according to several current 
and former Lazard partners ami employees at the 
international investment bank, some of whom 
contend that he may not even continue to work for the 
firm. These people, who all declined to be identified 
by name, in recent days cited a furious dispute Mr. 
Stem was said to have had in New York last week with 
Michel David- We ill, his fciher-in-law, senior partner 
and controlling owner of the three interlocking Lazard 
partnerships in New York, Paris and London. 

Mr. David-Weili. 63. is a descendant of the family 
that took over the investment banking firm when the 
families of the three Lazard brothers who founded the 
firm in 1837 ran out of male heirs. 

Mr. Stem, 41, a partner, has taken an increasingly 
prominent role at Lazard, running the daily op- 
erations of its Paris office. In recent years, Lazard 
partners and the press have frequently identified Mr. 
Stem, the scion of a prominent financial family, as 
Mr. David-Weill's successor. 

The family quarrel at Lazard, according to people 
at and close to the firm, arose from Mr. Stem’s 
management of the Paris office and in particular his 
tense working relationship with Anne Lauvergeon, 
the only woman partner at the office. 

Ms. Lauvergeon, 37, was a top economic adviser to 
Francois Mitterrand when he was president of France. 
Ms. Lauvergeon, who could not be reached for com- 


ment, is preparing to leave the firm as a result of her 
difficulties with Mr. Stem, according to colleagues ai 
Lazard and to recent reports in the French press. 

According to some people knowledgeable about 
the matter. Mr. Stem took particular exception to an 
invitation that Ms. Lauvergeon had received lo join 
the board of Pechiney S A a large French aluminum 
maker. As the emerging head of Lazard' s Paris office, 
Mr. Stem apparently felt that he should serve on the 
board, these people said. 

Kate McDonough, a spokeswoman for Lazard in 
New York, said that neither die firm nor Mr. David- 
WeilJ nor Mr. Stem had any comment on the reported 
quarrel or on the Pechiney dispute. 

Mr. David-Weili. apparently seeking to smooth 
ruffled feathers, recently went out of his way to praise 
Ms. Lauvergeon and the contribution she had made to 
the firm in a passing reference during an interview 
with Le Monde. 

The partners of Lazard. he told the newspaper, 
were upset by recent press reports. He said the 
partners wanted to say that “Ms. Lauvergeon *s pro- 
fessional and personal qualities since her arrival at the 
house of Lazard have made an appreciable and ap- 
preciated contribution to the firm.'' 

Despite the feuding, 1996 has been a spectacular 
year for L az ard, which has profited from healthy 
financial markets and an active market in mergers and 
acquisitions. 

Lazard, for example, is currently advising MCI 
Communications Coip. on its proposed merger with 
British Telecommunications PLC. 


Germany’s 3d -Period Growth Slips 


by Pur Staff From Dapeodtrs 

BONN — Growth slowed in the 
third quarter, the Economics Ministry 
said Wednesday, but a surge in car 
registrations last month kept in- 
vestors convinced that Germany’s re- 
covery was still on track. 

The ministry said it would report 
that third-quarter growth slowed 
from the second quarter’s 13 per- 
cent rate, which it said reflected an 
economy “catching up from the 


cold winter,” but it gave no final 
figure. Official data will be released 
in early December. 

The government forecast coin- 
cided with a report showing that car 
registrations rose 6.4 percent in Oc- 
tober from a year earlier. 

Thomas Kolle, a fund manager at 
Allfonds Gesellschaft frier Invest- 
meruanlagen mbH in Munich, said 
the jump u car registrations showed 
die German recovery was genuine. 


Paris Gets $2 Billion for Sale of Elf Stake 


Caupdai by Ovr Skjf Fnnt Diqtacka 

PARIS — The government has 
sold most of its 9.85 percent stake in 
the oil company Elf Aquitaine SA to 
raise 10 billion francs ($1.97 bil- 
lion), Finance Minister Jean Ar thqi s 
said Wednesday. 

The ministry said it had sold 4.6 


percent of Elf to institutional in- 
vestors via Banque Paribas and SBC 
Warburg. It also sold 43 percent to 
Fingestval, a unit of Elf. 

The sales left the state bolding only 
0.75 percent of Elf, Mr. Arthuis 
said. 

The state got about 40 1 .6 francs a 


share in die sales, analysts estim- 
ated. Elf closed Wednesday at 
423.40 francs, off 2.10. 

The sale brought government rev- 
enue from privatizations this year to 
27 billion francs, said Alain Lamas- 
soure. a government spokesman. 

(AFP, Reuters, Bloomberg) 
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Very briefly: 



even if not particularly strong. 

Exports and a so-called normal- 
ization of currency exchange rates 
were the driving forces behind 
growth in the third quarter, the min- 
istry said, echoing views widely 
held among economists and poli- 
cymakers. 

“Foreign orders have increased 
substantially and have exceeded the 
second quarter by 5 percent,” the 
ministry said, f Bloomberg , Reuters) 


• Britain's jobless rate fell to 7.2 percent of the work force, its 
lowest level since February 1991, fueling speculation that 
interest rates could rise soon to allow the government to reach 
its long-term inflation target of 2.5 percent within two years.' 

• Incentive AB's nine-month pretax profit rose 39 percent, to 
4.36 billion Swedish kronor ($658.8 million), as the company 
made one-time gains from selling units. 

• Western Europe's new-car registrations rose 14.6 percent 
in October, to 1 .06 million units, as French consumers rushed 
to take advantage of expiring tax incentives and consumer 
confidence rose in Britain. 

• Huarte, a Spanish building concern, said a bankruptcy court 
had approved its bailout plan, paving the way to lifting the 
builder’s protection from creditors by the end of the month. 
The company's creditors agreed, in some cases, to forgive 
more than 50 percent of its debt. 

• BASF AG’s third-quarter pretax profit fell 2.3 percent, to 
1.05 billion Deutsche marks ($699.5 million), because of the 
cost of reorganization efforts aimed at focusing the chemicals 
company on its most profitable businesses. 

• Cie. des Machines Bull said a cutback to its U.S. activities 
after the transfer of its Zenith Data Systems unit to Packard 
Bell Electronics Inc. in April was not likely to harm its results 
for 1996. 

• Greek shares resumed limited trading amid concern that a 
three-day boycott of the Athens Stock Exchange by brokers in 
the wake of Friday’s failure by the clearing house to settle 
trades would further erode investor confidence. 

• British Telecommunications PLC. its partner MCI Com- 

munications Corp. of the United States and Microsoft Corp; 
plan to develop jointly a range of global intranet services that 
will be offered by Concert, their joint-venture telecommu- 
nications company. Bloomher^. AFP. AFX 
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ftReal. Estate Lifts Hong Kong Shares 

Better-Umn-Expected Auction Raises Hopes for a Rebound 


. HONC KONG — Sino Land Co., one 
of Hong Kong's largest property de- 
velopers, paid almost 25 percent more 
flian analysts had expected Wednesday 
for a Tural building site, buttressing ar- 
guments that the real-estate madret is 
rebounding from a two-year slump. 

■ rroperty stocks rose -amid optimism 
that die lowest borrowing costs in eight 
months would lift both house buying 
sad corporate -earnings in a territory 
where seven of every. 10 companies earn 
money from real estate. The better-than- 
expected sale drove the 33-stock Hang 
Seng Index to a record high of 
1 2,943.69, np 137.38 points, or 1.1 per- 
cent, from Tuesday. ' 

- Sino Land's shares rose 1.1 percent, 
to 9.40 Hong Kong dollars ($1.22):. . 

“Property, property, property," said 
Herman Chu, a senior manager at Anglo 
Chinese Securities Ltd. "When interest 
rates are low, pr o pert ie s go up.” 

The rise also reflected the markets' 


belief that U.S. interest rates would re- 
main unchanged, analysts said. 

Dragon View (H.K.) Ltd., a subsi- 
diary of Sino Land, paid 370 million 
dollars for. the ate, at Yuen Long. Prop- 
eny analysts bad predicted the land in the 
New Territories would sell for about 300 
million dollars, or 1 2 00 dollars a square 
foot (12,900 dollars a square meter). 

. . "It looks like land pneesare going up 
much quicker than a lot of the market 
players anticipated," said Nicholas 
Wong, a property analyst ai HSBC 
James Capel Asia Ltd. 

But analysts said the commercial and 
residential site, not far from the border 
with the Shenzhen special economic 
zone in China, was not as good a market 
barometer as more central locations in 
Kowloon or Hong Kong Island A second 
site that was sold Wednesday, at Mud Wo 
on the south side of outlying Lantau 
Island, sold for just 10 million dollars, 
less than half analysts' expectations. 

"It's not a bellwether sale," said 


CONTINENTAL: A CEO’s Formula 


Continued from Page 13 

put in place before be arrived and had 
benefited from a good economy. 

Mr. Bethune, 55, countered that Con- 
tinental’s previous strategy - of cutting 
costs was easy compared with improving 
the airline, a task that needed the support 
of most of its 37,500 employees. 

> Mr. Bethune attributed some of the 
airline's problems to mistake made by 
previous managers. The problenur in- 
clude two trips through bankruptcy court 
and losses in 12 of the 18 years since the 
U.S. airime industry was deregulated. 

One of Mr. Bethune's first moves was 
to join forces with Gregory Brenneman. 
34, a consultant from Bain & Co. who is 
now president of the airline. 

At Mr. Bethune's kitchen table one 
evening, they batched what they called 
their “Go Forward Plan." which would 
be subtitled "Fly to Win, Fund the 
Future. Make Reliability a Reality, and 
Working Together.” 

The plan may have sounded ama- 
teurish, but its goals, such as repairing 
the balance sheet and running an on- 
time airline, were sensible. 

While Mr. Bethune and Mr. Bren- 
neman discussed.the plan at employee 
meetings, drey also set up toll-free tele- 
phone numbers at which workers could 
leave messages about problems. In ad- 
dition, Mr. Bethune started incentive 
programs that more than paid for them- 
selves: Continental rewards all employ- 
ees when the airline finishes in the top 
i three in on-time performance. 


For all the changes, however, em- 
ployees continued to voice skepticism at 
meetings. Why,, they would ask. are top 
executives paid so much? Mr. Bethune, 
who earned $1.1 million last year in 
salary and bonuses and was paid $1.5 
million in 1994 to turn down an offer 
from United Airlines, gave his short 
answer — that the sickest patients need 
the best doctors. . 

He then added that before he took over. 
Continental was tike a patient with few 
vital signs and a huge brain aneurysm. 
“You can hire a brain surgeon." he said, 
"or you can hire a proctologist at half- 
price who wants to leam." 

Such frankness helped him attract a 
new team of executives, marry of whom, 
when first contacted, had no intention of 
working at Continental, an airline they 
had avoided as travelers. 

Several executives said in interviews 
that they felt considerable freedom to 
make decisions and act on them quickly. 
Management meetings, they added, 
were often sprinkled with "Gord on- 
isms” such as “Next to breathing, this 
is the most important thing you can do" 
and. ‘ The first step in problem-solving 
is. Who's got the problem?” 

Mr. Bethune, who left a vice pres- 
ident's job at Boeing Co. for a chance to 
call the shots at Continental, said he had 
learned most of his lessons about man- 
agement while fixing aircraft engines in 
the U.S. Navy. He worked better and 
faster, he said, when he feh appreciated. 

* ‘If you take anyone for granted, ’ ’ he 
said, “you’ll lose them." 


Howard Gorges, managing director of 
South China Brokerage Ltd. “It's too 
small" in a raultibillion-dollar market, he 
said. JJCN- International Ltd., an unlisted 
developer, bought the island site, which 
has a minimum gross floor area of S60 
square meters (9,250 square feet), less than 
oae-tenth the size of the Yuen Long site. 

The Mui Wo site is "good enough for 
a restaurant," said Michael Hui, a di- 
rector at Kerry Properties Ltd. 

Still, the success of the Yuen Long 
sale was good news for the city's prop- 
erty developers. 

Housing prices in Hong Kong have 
risen more than 20 percent this year, and 
analysts are projecting an increase of as 
much as 15 percent in 1997. 

“They must be fairly bullish about 
the market,” Mr. Hui said. 

On Tuesday, Lee Shau-kee, chairman 
of Henderson Land Development Ltd., 
said residential property prices would 
rise next year as demand continued to 
outstrip supply. (Bloomberg. AFP) 


USAIR: 

Change in Strategy 

Continued from Page 13 

USAir management team took over in 
January — somewhat unimpressed. 

"The meeting was long on logos and 
short on labor agreements.’ ’ said Samuel 
Buttrick. an airline analyst at 
PaineWebber . 

The importance of a labor agreement 
cannot be overstated It is the linchpin for 
much of US Air’s plan to turn itself in to a 
very different carrier than it is today, as 
well as to grow from within rather than 
through a merger or acquisition. 

The attempted rebuilding of the airline 
is a departure from previous strategies at 
USAir, which has tended to rely on con- 
cessions from unions and other more 
modest measures to cut costs and in- 
crease revenue. 

A new labor agreement, after all, is a 
prerequisite for USAir to act on its re- 
cently announced plan of ordering as 
many as 400 Airbus Industrie planes. 
Those planes would help USAir sharply 
reduce the number of aircraft types in its 
fleet which drives up the cost of train- 
ing mechanics and pilots as well as of 
keeping spare puts. 

USAir also said it had to cut costs to 
better compete with rivals such as 
Southwest Airlines and Delta Air Lines 
on the East Coast. Mr. Wolf said such 
competitive threats had created the need 
for a low-cost low-fare service that 
airlines such as Southwest bad 
mastered 


Japan Considers 
Ending Tax Breaks 

Bloomberg Business Sen s 

TOKYO — Finance Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka said 
Wednesday the government should cancel income-tax cuts 
next year because the country's deficit was swelling. 

Mr. Mitsuzuka said, however, that the ministry would 
make a final decision only after assessing economic 
conditions further. Executive members of the governing 
Liberal Democratic Party said Tuesday the government 
should halt the tax cuts, which have been in effect since 
1994. because of the deficit. 

“Personally. I have the same opinion as the other LDP 
members," Mr. Mitsuzuka said. "However, as the fi- 
nance minister. I have to say we need to further monitor 
the economy and debates by the government's panel on 
the taxation system" before deciding. 

As a percentage of gross domestic product, Japan's 
deficit is three times the size of the U.S. deficit. Many 
economists, however, warned that ending the tax cuts 
would hun consumer spending and the country’s economic 
recovery. Mr. Mitsuzuka said a derision on cutting cor- 
porate taxes also would depend on the taxation panel’s 
discussions. Taku Yamasaki, head of the Liberal Demo- 
crats' policy research council, has said the government 
should cut corporate taxes 5 percent. 

Very briefly; 

• DDI Corp.. a Japanese telephone operator, had a group net 
loss of 20.6 billion yen ($1 85 million) in the six months ended 
SepL 30. reversing a profit of 1228 billion yen in the like 
period last year, as a I arger-th an -expected increase in cellular- 
phone users pushed up operating costs. 

• Australia's consumer confidence index jumped 8.3 percent 
in November, its biggest increase in more than a year and a 
half, in response to a cut in interest rates. 

• Honda Motor Co. formed a joint venture with Vietnamese 
and Japanese partners to invest $1 3.8 million in a motorcycle- 
parts plant in Hanoi. 

• Yamaha Motor Co.'s half-year profit jumped 270 percent, 
to 4.53 billion yen. on the strength of increased exports linked 
to tiie weaker yen. 

• Thailand and the United States appear ready to conclude 
three decades of negotiations and sign a taxation agreement 
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when President Bill Clinton visits the country this month. 

• Malaysia will allow stockbrokers to trade in derivatives and 
will merge two industry regulators to ease restrictions on 
securities trading and try to bolster the country s credentials as 
an Asian financial center. 

• Sanda Plastics Industries Bhd. of Malaysia is negotiating 
to buy a controlling stake in Maju Steel Sdn„ on associated 
company. 

• The Philippine Stock Exchange will change the com-; 
position of its benchmark 30-share inde* to include stocks 
with higher market capitalization and stocks representing a 
broader range of industries. 

• West Japan Railway Co.’s profit for the first half rose 8.6 
percent, to 37.94 billion yen. lifted by cost-cutting and a return 
to normal business after the January 1995 Kobe earthquake. 
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OSE (The Hellenic Railways 
Organization) conceived the 
■ ^ ^ Greek Railway Network of 
the future and is now rapidly accelerating it 
into reality. 

Major development works of 
t unn els carved through moun- 
tains, bridges spanning over rivers 
and ravines have already been 
completed, opening up straight 
and fast tracks to allow their new . generation 
of Intercity trains to speed from city to city in 
the comfort and safety that the 21st century 
passenger demands. 

All this used to be OSE’s dream, but now it’s 
become reality, with the major investment 
programme of over 235 billion drs. 
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►litical Base Floats on Subic Bay 

ine PortChiefCaHs Running for President an 6 Option 5 


By Don Kirk 

_j Special to the Herald Tribune 

. OLONGAPO, Philippines— The top 
official in this once-brawling UJS. Navy 
pwt city hopes to emerge as (he biggest 
wnner from the coming summit meet- 
ing of the 18 leaders of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum. 

; A grandson of a U.S. Marine and son 
of the first elected mayor of this city; 
Richard Gordon is cnazrman of the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority. On 
Nov. 25, he will play host to the 18 
leaders, plus a horde. of senior ministers 
and journalists, when they fly into the 
former U.S. Navy base for the second of 
their two days on Philippine soil. 

! “I goanywbere I make a difference, ” 
be said in the .authority's h eadquart ers 
building, once die headquarters of the 
navy’s 7th Fleet. ' . 

• As the sun set over Subic Bay, 80 
kilometers (50 miles) from Manila, Mr. 
Gordon looked back proudly over the 
nearly four years since the last American 
sailors left the base to die strains of 


said of Subic, which became a free port 
after the Philippine Senate refused in 
1991 to ratify a treaty that would have 
extended the lease on the largest Amer- 
ican naval base in the world. 

■ The biggest question facing Mr. Gor- 
don is whether the success of Subic — 
ds confirmed by the APEC meeting — 
might serve as a springboard to the 
Philippine presidency for a man still 
viewed as a parvenu by the country’s 
leading families. 

■ “Why is the media always asking me 


these questions?'' Mr. Gordon asked. 

But Mr. Gordon has made clear that 
be considers his experience here to be 
the type of background the Philippines 
needs to realize President Fidel Ramos's 
“Philippines 2000” plan, which sets a 
wide range of goals for a country viewed 
as trailing much of Southeast Asia in 
economic development. 

“It’s always an option,” Mr. Gordon 
said when pressed on whether be would 
like to succeed Mr. Ramos, who is barred 
from seeking re-election in 1998 under 
the constitution adopted after the fall of 
Ferdinand Mateos in 1986. 

But die bonanza of publicity that Mr. 
Gordon is suns to pick up from the 
APEC visitors may also deepen the hos- 
tility of political rivals, who see him as a 
self-promoting upstart eager to boast 
about ‘‘achievements’' that may not all 
stand up to close scrutiny. 

In addition. International Container 
Terminal Services, a large Manila com- 
pany, is appealing his decision to award 
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a contract for port development to 
Hutchinson Port Philippines. 

International Container wanted to in- 
vest only $20 million in the port, com' 
pared with the $60 million pledged by 
Hutchinson. Mr. Gordon said, and 
might have been seeking to force car- 
riers to ship to Manila rather than Subic 
through its offer to pay far more in 
royalties to the Subic Bay authority than 
Hutchinson had offered. 

But the dispute may run deeper. In- 
ternational Container is owned by the 
Soriano and Razon families, two of the 
countty’s richest clans. 

"The culture of envy applies to 
politicians who are jealous,” Mr. Gor- 
don said. 

“I believe the powerful, the econom- 
ically abundant, will always be worried 
when another power conies in that cou Id 
threaten their hold. 1 ’ 

If Mr. Gordon is not quite a national 
political figure, he has built a power base 
id Subic that could prove difficult to 
challenge — and one that he says will 
expand, both politically and physically, 
soon after the last of the APEC leaders 
has departed from the 10,000-foot 
(3,050-merer) airstrip built by the Amer- 
icans on Cubi Point across the water 
from Subic's headquarters building. 

“We’re not going to be another Hong 
Kong.” be said. “We're going to be 
better than Hong Kong.” 

He said be hoped to attract some of 
Hong Kong's banks and regional mul- 
tinational companies to Subic after the 
British colony reverted to Chinese con- 
trol in July 1997. 

Mr. Gordon plans to begin the ex- 
pansion by claiming for the free port not 
just the “security area” — the former 
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Richard Gordon, at the ship-repair works, promoting the Subic Bay free port upon the Americans' departure, j 


navy port — but the entire city of 
Olongapo and environs. He bases the 
claim on the lines of the old American 
"reservation area.” under which the 
navy controlled a region four times as 
large as the post that was returned to 
Manila. 

Mr. Gordon's father, James, the son 
of a U.S. Marine who settled here to run 
a restaurant and bar outside the original 
navy post, in 1960 became the first elect- 
ed mayor of Olongapo. after the Amer- 
icans gave up governing the city and 
turned it over to Philippine authority. 

The family showed its strength after 
James Gordon was killed by gangsters 
in 1967. First Mr. Gordon's mother ran 
for mayor and won. Then, in 1980. 
Richard Gordon ran and won. He held 
the post as a fervent supporter of Mr. 


Marcos until the president's increas- 
ingly dictatorial regime collapsed six 
years later. 

Mr. Gordon quickly bounced back, 
running and winning in 1988 in the first 
round of elections under the government 
of Mr. Marcos's successor, Corazon 
Aquino, whom he bitterly opposed. Mr. 
Gordon also called for the ratification in 
1991 of a treaty that would have renewed 
the American lease at Subic, and he sup- 
ported Mrs. Aquino's cousin, the onetime 
Marcos crony Eduardo Cojuangco, for 
president against Mr. Ramos in 1992. 

Through all these twists and turns, Mr. 
Gordon has proved to be a survivor. Mr. 
Ramos selected him to run Subic as a free 
port after the Americans left but de- 
manded that he give up his mayorship. 

A close relative filled the mayoralty 


until someone even closer to Mr. Gor-j 
don ran and won in May 1 995. That was* 
his wife. Katherine Gordon, who hadi 
already been representing Olongapo's| 
interests as a member of the House ofj 
Representatives. « 

Richard Gordon's younger brother.; 
James, then ran for and won Mrs. Gor-j 
don’s congressional seat. I 

Mr. Gordon, who has two sons anJJ 
two daughters, responds defensively 1 ! 
when asked whether he is building a{ 
family empire on the estimated S8 billion; 
of assets left by the Americans, including* 
the Cubi airstrip and some of ihe besu 
ship-repair facilities in the world. \ 
“1 don't tell them what to do.” Mr.j 
Gordon said. “They can choose their! 
own careers. I’m not building a dynasty 1 , 
here.” i 


High Growth in Asia Attracts Record Cash From Venture Capitalists 


l By Philip Segal 

- Special to the Herald Tribune 

I HONG KONG — The world’s ven- 
ture capitalists have discovered Asia and 
in just a few years have tinned a trickle of 
Asia-bound money into a flood. 

- Last year, for the first time, private 
venture-capital investments grew tty a 
greater dollar amount in Asia than any- 
where else, according to figures released 
Wednesday by the Asian Venture Cap- 
ital Journal, one of the leading author- 
ities in Asia on venture-capital funding. 
With $33.4 billion under management at 
die end of last year, the pool of private 


equity in Asia had risen 27 percent in two 
years. Outside Japan, the growth is even 
more dramatic: Money under manage- 
ment grew 40 percent last year alone. 

Private equity often heads for dif- 
ferent countries and companies than do 
investments in the region's stock mar- 
kets, and it may furnish some answers as 
to how Asian economies can grow 7 
percent to 9 percent a year while their 
stock markets, which are made up of 
larger companies, stagnate or fall. 

Most venture-capital funds get a 
much closer look at a company's work- 
ings than would the managers of or- 
dinary mutual funds, and they generally 


buy into a company when it is just 
starting out. If everything goes right, 
private-equity investors can buy into a 
business at three to four times earnings 
and sell it to retail mutual funds or other 
investors when it lists on the stock ex- 
change ar about 1 0 times earnings. 

In exchange for such juicy returns, 
though, there are risks. Venture capital 
is highly illiquid and is a long-term 
investment As a result, unlike investors 
in publicly listed equities, a private ven- 
ture-capital fund cannot sell out of an 
investment after a month or a year if it 
finds it has made a mistake. StilL. for 
many the risk is well worth taking be- 


cause of the superior returns available. 

“If the project Is a good one. we want 
to be there right at the beginning, driv- 
ing it as an active equity participant,” 
said John Dorrian. senior portfolio man- 
ager in Sydney for AMP Investments, 
Asia's seventh-] argest venture-capital 
firm. “We want to get some of the 
development premium for ourselves.” 

Among the most striking numbers 
released Wednesday were those for 
China, where the stock market desig- 
nated for foreigners hit an all-time low 
last week. 

Venture-capital investors have an 
edge in China, as they can invest in 


enterprises not owned by the state, which 
have been the source of most of China's 
explosive growth over the past decade. 
Publicly listed companies are controlled 
by the state, and their growth can be 
sluggish or even negative, said Rajiv 
Lai, bead of Asian research at Morgan 
Stanley. The problem for the non-state, 
low-profile growth companies, he said, 
is that they have 'no access to credit. 

Cash-nch funds that had been re- 
luctant to invest the money they had 
raised for China now appear to be put- 
ting cash into investments in the 
People's Republic. While new funds 
raised for China have fallen from their 


lofty levels of the early 1990s. the! 
amount of private equity money invest 
ted in Hong Kong and China slill- 
doubled last year. ! 

Analysts said the credit crunch had] 
also hit Indonesia. Last year, “privai-j 
izations of the phone company and sev-J 
eral other large firms sucked up so much; 
capital that medium-sized companies, 
couldn't get the attention of ihe public] 
market,” said Bernard Teh of Donald-; 
son. Lufkin & Jenrette Asia's Merchant 
Banking Partners fund. As a result, he 
said, private equity flows into Indonesia 
rose 167 percent this year — which left 
them at a still embryonic $99 million. ; 
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The best way to get your 
bearings is to focus on the 
Alameda, that is, Avenidn 
Bernardo O' Higgins, which 
runs west-east through the 
city, changing its name to 
Providencia/Ll de Sepriem- 
bre, then Apoquindo. then 
Las Condes. The subway sys- 
tem follows this path, and it is 
easy to identify streets in rela- 
tion to the underground train 
stations. 

Although one of the 
world's larger cities, with 
over 4 million people, 
roughly one-third of Chile’s 
population, Santiago feels 
smaJL 

The city center focuses on 
two pedestrian walking areas: 
Ahumada, starting at the Uni- 
versity of Chile subway stop, 
runs north four blocks to the 
Plaza de Annas, while Huer- 
fanos runs east-west 

A gigantic statue of Pedro 
de Valdivia holds sway over 
one comer of the Plaza de Ar- 
mas, while a sculpted tribute 
to the Mapuche, Chile's 
largest native Indian group, 
defends the opposite comer. 

The National History Mu- 
seum and the Central Post Of- 
fice occupy the square's 
northern edge. The Pre- 
Columbian Museum, one 
block away at Bandera 361 
(tel.: 695-3627), offers a fas- 
cinating display of Latin 
American artifacts. 

North of the Plaza de Ar- 
mas along Puente Street lies 
the Central Market, its 
wrought-iron roof covering a 
fine selection of Chile’s pro- 
duce. Next door, the fish mar- 
ket teems with life as vendors 
hawk fish, live frogs, clams 
and mussels, some offered in 
savory dishes traditionally 
consumed by Chileans after 
all-night binges. 

Across the river and head- 
ing about 10 blocks eastward, 
the Barrio Beliavista has 
dancing pubs and restaurants, 
both posh and popular, 
crowding around the intersec- 
tion of Pio Nono Street and 
Antonia Lopez de Bello. 
Along the way. there’s a 
lovely park, the Parque For- 
estal, which houses the Fine 
Arts Museum. 

Museums and many restau- 
rants are not open on Mon- 
days. 

Getting Around 

The Metro, Santiago's un- 
derground train service, fol- 
lows Avenue Bernardo 


Pacific Ocean, generally out- 
standing. 

Menus vary with the sea- 
sons, since most fresh pro- 
duce comes from the or- 
chards and gardens of the 
Central Valley. 

Most fruits and avocados 
reach their peak in spring and 
summer, while from Decem- 
ber to March, melons, straw- 
berries and grapes are out- 
standing. Health authorities 
recently lifted a ban on 
restaurants' selling raw salads 
now that cholera is under 
control. 

Drinking water is heavily 
treated with chlorine, but 
there are good mineral waters 
available. Travelers should be 
extremely careful about eat- 
ing raw produce, since that is 
where most of the health haz- 
ards linger, including typhoid, 
hepatitis and possibly 
cholera. 

Chilean wine is not to be 
missed: even the cheapest 
reds and whites have some- 
thing to offer. Pisco, a strong 
Chilean liquor similar to 
tequila, is delicious in a pisco 
sour (with lemon, sugar and 
frothed egg white). 

Breakfast is usually eaten 
early by Chileans. A hearty 
lunch at midday is followed 
by afternoon tea and a late 
sup pen Most restaurants open 
at about 8 P.M. and fill up 
around 10 PAL. Coffee bars, 
dotted through downtown, 
serve creamy espresso or cor- 
tado, coffee with milk. Some 
restaurants proudly serve in- 
stant coffee - coffee-lovers 

beware! 

Aqui Esta Coco, La Con- 
cepcion 236. Tel.: 235-8649. 
Probably the best restaurant 
for seafood, in rooms lined 


Mallinkrodt 102, Barrio 
Beliavista. Tel.: 735-4122. A 
Spanish restaurant with an 
excellent menu of seafood, 
lamb, pork and beef dishes. 

Giratorio, 1 1 de Septiera- 
bre 2250, 16th floor. Tel.: 
232- 1 827. A revolving restau- 
rant offering a view of the 
San Cristobal Hill and most 
of Providencia. with a very 
decent menu, ranging from 
shellfish, beef and other 
meats to unusual desserts. 

Los Adobes de Argomedo, 
Argomedo 411. Tel.: 634- 
4166. Well-known for its 
floor show, usually featuring 
Chilean folk music, and a 
wide range of international 
dishes. 

Taj Mahal, Isidore 
Goyenechea 3215. Tel.: 232- 
3606. Pricey but savory East 
Indian restaurant 

Vegetariano, Huerfanos 
827. Tel.: 639-7063. Light 
healthy, freshly prepared veg- 
etarian meals and desserts, 
served with fresh-squeezed 
juices or espresso. 

Venezia, Pio Nono 200, 
Barrio Beliavista. Tel.: 737- 
0900. Excellent Chilean 
foods at very reasonable 
prices in an informal atmos- 
phere where artists, profes- 
sionals and street people min- 
gle. 

(T Calling Around 

• Country code: 56. City 
code: 2. 

• Information: 103. 

•Police: 133. 

• Airport information: 601- 
9709. 

• Tourist information: 236- 
1416. 

Lake Sagans 




Pedro de Valdivia, Chile's 
conquistador, founded the 
fort of Santiago in 2541, and 
since then the city has 
sprawled. Beautiful old build- 
ings are sadly sometimes left 
to crumble or even helped 
along by the demolition 
squad, as the Chileans' pas- 
sion for progress brings sky- 
scrapers to the main streets. 

Downtown Santiago is for 
shopping and business in the 
daytime, street theater, music 
and petty theft at night Most 
nightlife is concentrated in 
the restaurants, handicraft 
fairs and discotheques of 
Beliavista, several blocks 
northeast of the center, and in 
the restaurants around El 
Bosque and Isadora 
Goyenechea Streets. 

The city’s many parks are a 
blessing during the hot sum- 
mers, when it is common to 
see children bathing in public 
fountains. Winters are gener- 
ally mild and rainy, but the 
lack of central heating can 
bring shivers. 

Day trips into the Andes, 
either winding up the nearby 
Maipo canyon to hot springs 
at the end, or beading toward 
FareUones. a major ski resort, 
provide spectacular views of 
the rugged, mineral-rich land- 
scape and, in the winter, of 
Santiago's smog. 

Valparaiso and Visa del 
Mar, twin cities about 90 
minutes' drive away on the 
coast, provide fresh air and 
seafood, along with beaches, 
a variety of sights and a 
casino. 

Santiago is reasonably safe, 
but visitors should never 
wave money around in public 
and should always bold (Hi to 
bags. 


O’Higgins all the way from 
Pudahuel on the city’s west- 
era edge to the Military 
School, located in the 
wealthy Las Condes neigh- 
borhood. It passes through 
the city center and the upmar- 
ket Providencia shopping 
area, with its boutiques, an- 
tique stores, pubs and malls. 

Taxis, black with bright 
yellow roofs, are generally 
available, and radio taxis can 
be telephoned. They charge 
slightly more than a regular 
taxi Upping is unusual, since 
most drivers own their cabs. 

Bus service is generally 
fast and wide-ranging, but 
routes can be difficult to 
fathom. 

< ^ > Ina Word 

Spanish is the dominant 
language in Chile. English is 
common on (he tourist/busi- 
ness visitor circuit, and harder 
to find elsewhere. 

|| Wining & Dining 

Santiago has a wide variety 
of excellent restaurants, most 
of which specialize in what 
the Chileans call “interna- 
tional foods" - meat and fish 
dishes prepared in a range of 
styles. Contrary to common 
belief, the food is not hot and 
spicy, except for aji. the hot 
sauce that accompanies many 
dishes. Fresh beef and pork 
are the mainstays, chicken 
reasonably common, and fish 
and shellfish, fresh from the 


with mementos from Chile's 
shoreline. 

Baftasar, Las Condes 
10690. Tel.: 215-1090. It’s 
worth the long drive to visit 
this beautifully remodeled 
adobe farm building that 
dates back to the Colony. For 
a fixed fee. diners eat exquis- 
ite hors d 'oeuvres prepared 
using techniques from around 
the world, followed by a 
choice of nouvelle cuisine 
main dishes. 

Bar Torres. Av. Lib. B. 
O’Higgins 1570. Tel.: 698- 
6220. An old-fashioned bar 
and restaurant whose walls 
bear witness to the genera- 
tions of writers and singers of 
tango who have celebrated or 
drowned their sorrows in its 
dark-paneled rooms. Food is 
basic Chilean, well and sim- 
ply prepared. 

Da Carla, Maclver 577. 
Tel.: 633-3739. Good Italian 
food, old favorites and unex- 
pected new flavors, worried 
over and tended by Carla, the 
restaurant’s owner. 

El Otro Sitio, Antonia 
Lopez de Bello 53. Tel.: 777- 
3059. Expensive and elegant 
Pemvian-style food, with ex- 
quisite cevichcs (raw shellfish 
or fish “cooked" in lemon and 
spices) and delicate sauces. 

Enoteca. Parque Metropol- 
itan a, Pedro de Valdivia Norte 
entrance. Tel.: 232- 1 758. 
High on the hill. Enotora of- 
fers an excellent selection of 
Chilean wines, a fine view of 
Santiago and competently 
prepared meals. Better for 
dinner than for lunch. 

Esquina al Jerez. 


<£> At a Glance 


ITT Sheraton Hotels are 
AT&T for reliable services ^tcomp^tivepn^ 
AT&T you can call back to tbe United ^Stattt and ovw 
210 other countries quickly and easily. 

AT&T Access Number for tbe country 
from, and you will be connected to an 
mg AT&T Operator or voice pronrot wito 
Yrai can find a list of AT&T Act»wN«OTfo^d^y 
the back page of the International Herald Tribune- 
Whafs more, you’ll have access to a var iety or ser- 
vices like voice messaging, tdeconferepang aim on- 
line tanpnapft interpreters. For ease and convenience, 
you can have your calls billed to any AT&T Card or to 
roost U.S. local telephone cards, or you can call col- 
lect. Fast, easy calling worldwide. That s Your True 
Choice.*** AT&T 


AfeT 


The Backdrop is Specta- 
cular - the majestic, snow- 
capped Andes. And in the 
foreground, the Sheraton 
San Cristobal Hotel and 
Towers, Santiago, provides 
a business visitor with a lux- 
urious introduction to the 
capital of Chile, and is also 
the perfect departure point 
to fantastic skiing for the en- 
ergetically 'refried. 

The hotel is undergoing a 
major remodeling and ex- 
pansion program. In the first 
stage, completed in mid- 

1996, the hotel entrance 
arci the lobby and reception 
area were completely mod- 
ernized, and the new Nep- 
tuno Fitness Center, de- 
signed to resemble ancient 
Roman baths, was opened. 

The second stage of the 
expansion is now in 
progress and is scheduled 
to be completed by October 

1997. 

When it is finished, the 
hotel wffl be endowed with a 
brand-new 20-story luxury 
Tower, a renovated and en- 
larged convention center 
and expanded parting facil- 
ities. 


Located in an exclusive 
residential area high on the 
hffl of San Cristobal, the ho- 
tefs rooms have magnifi- 
cent views of Santiago's 
wide, straight streets and 
flower-lined boulevards and 
plazas, tt is five minutes 
from the Providencia busi- 
ness and financial district, 
which is also an upmarket 
shopping area, with file 
weD-known Provktenria Av- 
enue and two shopping 
malls located nearby. 

Everything that could be 
expected in a top-class ho- 
tel is available in the Shera- 
ton San Cristobal; 383 luxu- 
riously appointed rooms, in- 
ducting 15 suites, offer indV 
viduaHy controlled air condi- 
tioning, direct dial tele- 
phone, cable television, 
mini-bar, hair dryers and 
key card security. 

The Towers section has 
upgraded amenities and 
private registration, and of- 
fers Towers guests butler 
service and a lounge for 
breakfast and cocktails. 

For those seeking exer- 
cise, there are two swim- 
ming pools, two tennis 


courts with a professorial in 
attendance, jogging paths 
and the new Roman-style 
Neptuno Fitness Center, 
complete with a 500- 
square-meter gymnasium, 
indoor pool, sauna, Finnish 
baths, massage room, re- 
laxation parlors and sophis- 
ticated muscle therapy 
treatments. 

Families can take advan- 
tage of the child-care ser- 
vices and the children’s 
playground. 

Within the hotel, BQdis 
the restaurant for those 
who appreciate the best in 
international cuisine or who 
wait to explore the superb 
range of wines produced in 
Chile. 

El Bohio serves luncheon 
and dinner, with Chilean 
specialties -at the poolside 
when the weather is fine. 
And Cate El Jardin pro- 
vides 24-hour service, with 
Chilean cuistoe for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. 

For relaxation before din- 
ner or later at night, Bve mu- 
sic and cocktaQs are offered 
in Ef Quixote. Room service 
is available at any time. 


The visitor on business to 
Chile will find every need 
met in the hotel's complete 
business center, inducting 
secretarial services. Also 
available: medical service, 
beautyfoarber shop, exclu- 
sive shopping gallery, hotel 
limousine, rental cars, 
travel agency, currency ex- 


change, postal service and 
parking. 

Sheraton San Cristobal 
Hotel & Towers: Avenida 
Santa Maria 1742, Santi- 
ago, ChBe. Tel.: (56-2) 233 
5000. Fax: (56-2) 234 

1729/1732. Web address: 
www. sheraton. com 


“Business Travel with ITT Sheraton” 
was produced in its entirety by the Advertising Deportment 
of the international Herald Tribune. 

Writer: Lake Sagaris. based in Santiago. 
Program Director: Bill Mahder. 
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Whalers Take 
Big Lead, Then 
Hold Off Sharks 


The vf<jr«J ftr.« 

The Hartford Whalers stoned the 
game at 7:30 P.M. local time. The San 
Jose Sharks got going sometime later. 

Hanford scored twice in each of the 
first two periods Tuesday night to take a 
4-0 lead that was just enough to with- 
stand a three-goal rally by the Sharks in 
the third. Hartford held on for a 4-3 
victory. 

The Whalers scored twice within a 
38-second stretch of the first period. 


NHL Roundup 


Curtis Leschyshyn scored at 7:05 and 
Glen Featherstone followed at 7:43. 

The score remained 2-0 until 13:25 of 
the second period, when Hanford's 
Steven Rice scored. Robert Kron fol- 
lowed with another goal at 15:52 on a 
power play, making it 4-0. 

San Jose then rallied in the third period 
as Tony Granaio scored at 5: 1 7 and Mar- 
cus Ragnarsson came back with a power- 
play goal at 8:55. The contest got tighter 
when one of San Jose’s defensemen. A1 
Iafrate. scored on a slap shot from near 
the blue line at 11:31. 

Iafrate later had a chance to tie the 
game with 30 seconds left but his shot 
from about 10 feet hit the left goalpost. 

“That’s just the way it goes," Iafrate 
said. “I was in close, slopped the pass 
with my skate and tried to move the 
puck to my forehand. I slid it across, but 
it just hit the post. Letting points like 
these get away can really make a dif- 
ference at the end of the season.” 

San Jose *s goalie, Kelly Hnidey. said: 
“It sure doesn't make you proud to get 
down 4-0 in your own building. I don't 
know why we were flat. We didn’t have 
any excuses: we weren’t fatigued: we 
weren’t playing on the road; nothing.” 

Davits 3, Capitals 2 Scort Niedermay- 
er scored at 3:04 of overtime to increase 
New Jersey's winning streak to five. 

Andrei Nikolishin and Joe Juneau 
scored for the visiting Capitals. Denis 
Pederson and Brian Rolston scored the 
other goals for New Jersey. 

Pangtlilia 3t Sabres O At Pittsburgh, the 
Penguins’ Jaromir Jagr assisted on the 
first goal, then scored twice to back Ken 
Wregget’s goaltending. Wregget stopped 
25 shots for his seventh career shutout. 

Dmitri Mironov one-timed Jagr’s 
pass from 30 feet for his first goal of the 
season. Jagr scored his 1 4th goal at 
17:49 of the third, then added an empty- 
net goal with 17 seconds remaining. 
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Lakers Outlast Rockets in 2 OTs 


Result Leaves Bulls as Only Undefeated Team 


The Associated Press 

It took almost two whole weeks for 
the NBA's pecking order to sort itself 
out. But after the Houston Rockets lost 
in double overtime, the Chicago Bulls 
were finally alone atop the league. 

“That’s life,” said the Rockets' coach. 
Rudy Tomjanovich, after his team 
dropped a 126-1 IS decision to the Los 
Angeles Lakers on Tuesday night. 
“Nobody's going through life without a 
loss.” The game left the defending cham- 
pion Bulls as the only unbeaten team. 

Nick Van Exel hit consecutive 3- 


poiots and drew six fouls each against 
the two Knicks assigned to guard him — 
Charlie Ward and Scott Brooks. 

Iverson was I0-for-19 from the field 
and 10-for-17 from the line with five 3- 
pointers, seven rebounds, six assists and 
two steals- He had a key steal and two 
foul shots in the final 40 seconds as the 
Sixers dealt the Knicks their second loss 
of the season. 

Jerry Stackhouse add ed 28 points, 
five assists and four rebounds for Phila- 


NBA Roundup 


pointers early in the second overtime as 
part of an 8-0 run that gave the visiting 


The Lakers' Shaquille O 


I hn M 1. rti 1 1 hfiTb- V—njrn| IVw 

'Neal slam dunking against the Rockets in Houston. 


part of an 8-0 run that gave the visiting 
Lakers control. 

Los Angeles led by 1 1 with 8: 1 9 left in 
regulation, but the Rockets pulled even 
with 5.7 seconds to play when Charles 
Barkley, who played all 58 minutes, hit a 
3-pointer for a 100-100 tie. 

Hakeem Olajuwon. who played most 
of the second half with four fouls, ga\e 
the Rockets a 113-111 lead with 25 
seconds left in the first overtime , but 
Elden Campbell’s two free throws with 
eight seconds left forced the second 
overtime. 

Van Exel had 29 points and 14 assists 
while Shaquille O’Neal scored 20 of his 
34 points in the first quarter. O’Neal 
fouled out with 17 seconds left in reg- 
ulation. Barkley finished with 33 points 
and 1 6 rebounds and Olajuwon added 3 1 
points and seven rebounds for the Rock- 
ets, who had won their first six games. 

76er* 101, Knicks 97 At New York. 
Allen Iverson had a career-high 35 


delphia. Larry Johnson scored 28 points 
and Patrick Ewing had 26 points and 15 
rebounds for the Knicks. 

Bucks 99, Suns 89 Vin Baker scored 
five of his season-high 32 points in 
overtime for the host Bucks, whose 5-1 
stan is their best since 1990-1991 — the 
last time they made the playoffs. 

The Suns’ 0-7 start is their worst 
since 1985-86. when they lost their first 
nine games. They have failed to reach 
the 1 00-point mark this season. 

S up— I Spni cv 121 , Warn ore 102 Shawn 

Kemp scored a season-high 33 points. 


Detlef Schrempf had 27 and Hersey 
Hawkins 22. The Sorties won their 


Hawkins 22. Tbe Sonics won their 
fourth in a row and the visiting Warriors 
dropped tbeir fourth straight. 


Wsvericfca 103, Pacers 82 Derek 
Harper scored a season-high 17 points 
to lead a 52-point outburst from die 
Dallas bench. Reggie Miller led the 
visiting Pacers with 19 points, but was 


SS^SffigSS 

with the Pacers trailing Pj jft- __ 
r« a^n^ioo.rv-aBtewwAt 
Minneapolis, Isaiah Rider scored 22 

points m his first game against his 
former team, but he missed an open 3- 
pointer that would have ^ 
tvhh 26 seconds left. Tom Gughqttakd 
Minnesota with 26 points, maicfamglus. 
season-high, and Kevin Garnett added a; 
season-high 20 points. - 

HawK»97,c*v»iicr*83 Mookie Blay- 
lock scored a career-high 39 points with, 
a l5-of-26 shooting performance that; 
included six 3-po'miers. He also had 
eight rebounds, eight assists and two, 
steals. Terrell Brandon led the visiting- 
Cavaliers with 25 points. 

PMons92, BuBats 79 Detroit I limited 
Washington to 15 points in each of the* 
first two quarters and remained un- 
beaten on the road. Grant Hill sewed 24" 
points and Terry Mills 19 for Detroit,; 
which improved to 5-1 overall. , 

Hut 105, Hornets 97 At Miami, the- 

Heat also improved to 5-1 as Tint; 
Hardaway led the way with 22 points, 
and 12 assists. Charlotte’s center, Vlade; 
Divac. had 22 points and 13 rebounds! 
and held Alonzo Mourning to 14 points.; 
10 below his season average. - 

dippers 99, Grizziie* 32 Fooh 
Richardson tied the game with an 8-foot 
bank shot at the buzzer in regulation, 
then scored five of his 15 points in the. 
second overtime. Malik Scaly led the 
Clippers with 22 points. Bryant Reeves 
had §0 for the host Grizzlies (0-7). 
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Hentgen Edges Pettitte for AL Cy Young Award 




m 


'.'<ii7>lni M Stuff Firm ftfUthr 

Pat Henlgen of the Toronto Blue Jays 
narrowly bear Andy Pettitte of the World 
Series champion New York Yankees to 
win the American League Cy Young 
Award in the closest voting since 1972. 

Hentgen ‘s durability was perhaps the 
deciding factor among members of the 
Baseball Writers Association of Amer- 
ica. whose votes elected him. 

Hentgen. 20-10 with a 3.72 eamed- 
nin average, led the major leagues with 
10 complete games and 265 innings 
pitched. His earned run average was 


second best in the league behind team- 

TTvitt 1 limn I’iiiTimn’c 


mate Juan Guzman’s 2.93. 

Pettitte. 2 1 -S with a 3.8 7 ERA, nor- 


mally pitched only into the seventh or 
eighth inning before Joe Torre, the Yan- 
kees’ manager, turned the game over to 
his bullpen. 

Hentgen received 16 first-place 
votes, nine second-place votes and three 
third-place votes for 1 10 points. Pettitte 
had 1 1 firsts. 16 seconds and one third 
for 104 points. It was the closest margin 
of victory for the AL award since 
Gaylord Peny defeated Wilbur Wood in 
1972. Mike Cuellar and Denny McLain 
tied for the award in 1 969. 

The Yankees’ reliever, Mariano 
Rivera, finished third in Tuesday’s vot- 
ing. with one of Cleveland's starters. 
Charles Nagy, finishing fourth. 


Wifi Albert Be a Southern Belle? 


With Cleveland gripped by the worst 
early-winter storm in decades, free- 
agent Albert Belie may be planning a 
trip to Miami. 

Belle's agent. Am Tellem. said Tues- 
day that the slugging outfielder would 
probably meet with die Florida Martins 
next week, maybe on Monday. 

“We’re just waiting for the bell to 
ring Friday,” Tellem stud, referring to 
the first day that free agents can talk 
about salary matters with other clubs. 

According to some reports, the In- 
dians have offered Belle $8.5 million a 
year for four or five years, whichever 


the slugger prefers. Tellem denied dial 
was the offer. “I suppose if we don’t 
have a deal, that means the offer was not 
acceptable.” he said! 

• Major league baseball's general 
managers are looking at moves That 
could speed up games and thus cut costs. 
Dan Duquette, general manager of the 
Boston Red Sox and co-chairman of 
current baseball meetings in Phoenix, 
Arizona, said the Playing Rules Com- 
mittee would be asked to consider rais- 
ing the pitcher’s mound to 13 inches (33 
centimeters) from its present height of 
10 inches, aiding pitchers. The mound 
was lowered to 10 from 25 indies after 
the 1967 season. (AP, LAT) 
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MfeeBUK Awn 

Pat Hentgen celebrating his 20 th. 
victory last season , over Baltimore. 
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NBA Standings 
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Houston 63 (BariOvr 14). Assists— Las 
Angeles 20 (Van Exd 14), Houston 32 
(Davis 0). 
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The Great Ones Fall Suddenly 

Time, Flying for Air Jordan, Put Tyson on the Canvas 


r rs 


ta : ,, L j RISING TO THE CHALLENGE — Chile’s Marceio Salas, light. 
■ ..heading the ball in front of Uruguay's GodUermo Sangninetti in a 
.. Worid Cup qualification match in Santiago. Salas later scored the only 
- ~' t goal of the game to lift ChBe to fifth place in the South American group, 

- which win send, four national teams to the 1998 World Cup finals. 


Inirrrunional Herald Tribune 

T HE WEEKEND has left me a bil 
worried for Michael Jordan. His 
Chicago Bulls are 7-0, so that's 
not the reason. It has more to do with 
Mike Tyson and Monica Seles. 

Tyson used to be invincible and Seles 
was as close to that as any rival of Steffi 
Grafs could be. Last weekend the 
match reports read like their obituaries. 
Tyson was pummeled in Las Vegas and, 
die next day. Seles was humiliated in her 
6-2, 6-0 loss to 1 5-year-old Martina 
Hingis, the same punishment that SeJes 
used to inflict on a daily basis, cold- 
heartedly, with both bands around her 
club of a racket. 

Each was as dominant as anyone in 
any other game. Then something 
happened, as h usually does, dramat- 
ically. The qualities that make them 
great can vanish abruptly. 

In his unique way, Jordan tried to pre- 
empt the surprise attack when be backed 
away at the height of his basketball 
career three and a half years ago. He said 
he had accomplished everything he de- 
sired and that be wanted to try baseball 
for a while. In another way. he wanted to 
protect his accomplishments, leaving 
them in mint condition. If his ambition 
was lacking, then something bad was 
bound to follow. 

Tyson, since recovering his senses 
but not his championship belt, has tried 
to suggest that this was his first honest 
loss. He said the more surprising upset 
by Buster Douglas in February 1990 
was a fluke caused by indifferent train- 
ing and personal problems. He is fooling 
himself again. 

Sometime before the Douglas fight. 
Tyson lost touch with whatever it was 
that made him great. It was escaping 


laniage Point / Ian Thomsen 


from him before he went to prison. 
Perhaps a hard rivalry would have kept 
him honest in boxing terms. 

Many have claimed that the Holyfield 
victory has returned credibility to boxing. 
Please consider just the opposite. Tyson’s 
loss might well make him even richer, 
increasing demand for a rematch and 
other fights, even if his heart is not in it. 

“I can’t afford to stop. I make too 
much money doing it." Tyson said the 
other night. He might yet climb back up 
in the Muhammad Ali way, but Tyson 
will have to reinvent himself, like a singer 
who has lost his voice. Tyson's {seceding 
fights had been as empty as those duet 
recordings Frank Sinatra has been putting 
ouL Then Holyfield came on like Pav- 
arotti barging into the recording studio. 


A S FOR SELES, everyone under- 
stands what happened to her on 
the court at Hamburg in 1993. 
just a few months before Jordan’s brief 
retirement. Seles had won 32 singles 
titles, including eight Grand Slam 
events, well before her 20th birthday. 
Last weekend in a tournament final in 
Oakland, Seles looked as if she’d aged 
by much more than three and a half 
years. By normal standards, she is com- 
fortably overweight and much healthier 
in her approach to winning and losing. 
She seems to have realized thai she can 
be rich and happy without driving her- 
self crazy to win. 

Jordan, on the other hand, remains 
monstrously competitive. In many ways 
he lends insight not to other athletes of 
his generation but to businessmen. His 
office is a pair of sneakers with his name 


on the doors. He ruthlessly protects his 
reputation as a player. If he were to 
allow his basketball performances to 
shame him, then his other interconnec- 
ted businesses might suffer — his Nike 
clothes, his universe of product en- 
dorsements. his new line of perfume (as 
if every bit of him is precious — do they 
wrench the sweat out of his uniforms 
into tiny narrow bottles?) and his new 
acting career. 

On Monday, Jordan was admittedly 
tired, what with scoring 26 points in 
Chicago's latest victory and having 
flown iu that morning from the Los 
Angeles premiere of his movie. “Space 
Jam." co-starring Bugs Bunny. 

It's as if he can never make.enough 
money. Btu then, the entrepreneurs al- 
ways say it isn't about the money. 

Jordan will turn 34 in February, a dan- 
gerous age for someone of such majestic 
athleticism. Except for a broken foot that 
sidelined him for most of his second year, 
he has avoided injury. He is blessed. 

When you look around the National 
Basketball Association this season, the 
other stars look like pretenders. Ap- 
preciate his talent because it won't stay 
much longer. It can't. 

Ether he will quit again, just in time, or 
something else will happen. When it hap- 
pens — and let it be just a lapse of am- 
bition. or a short-terra injury — the re- 
action will he something like honor. At the 
moment. Michael Jordan is invincible. 

He is as magically dependable as 
Tyson and Seles used to be. and as 
Diego Maradona was at one time, and 
Roberto Duran before his second bout 
with Sugar Ray Leonard. 


World Roundup 


Atlanta Faying Bills 

Olympics The 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics are less than $15 million 
away from raising the S 1 .7 billion 
needed to break even, organizers 
said as they prepared to make a 
report on Thursday to the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee. 

There are substantial bills to pay, 
such as those for the reconfiguration 
of the Olympic stadium and the 
planned demolition of Allan ta- 
Fulton County Stadium. Lawsuits 
are pending, including a claim by 
die Olympic stadium’s designers for 
nearly S5.4 million. 

Officials said the organizing 
committee had enough cash in the 
bank to cover the bills and that 
more funds were due in from the 
auctions of assets, royalties on li- 
censed goods and final value-in- 
kind payments from sponsors.fAP) 
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Troubled in Court, Hobbled on Court, Steffi Chases Happiness 





KxtqrWioatfAp breather. 

Steffi Graf hitting a forehand on “Everybody 
her way to winning the VS, Open, just the la wye 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


By Robin Finn 

Hew York Times Service 

N EW YORK — Thank goodness 
for tennis ami dogs, not neces- 
sarily in that order. Without them, 
Steffi Graf, for whom every silver clood 
. seems to hide a subversive Mack Hnmg , 
would be most unhappy. 

Put aside her apparently invulnerable 
No. 1 ranking, her autonomous life 
style, her ongoing romance with a Ger- 
man race car driver and the uncommon 
dudcling-turned-swan beauty she has 
grown into at 27, and she has some 
unenviable reasons for discontent. 

- The trouble starts at home. 

Her father, Peter, has been jailed in 
Germany fra* 15 months cm tax-evasion 
charges that have yet to be transformed to 
a conviction in his ongoing triaL Al- 
though excused from testifying, Grafher- 
sdf has been under a separate inves- 
tigation and has already handed over 
$143 million to tax authorities as proof of 
her cooperation. 

- In return, the German justice system 
is playing mind games with her. 

_ .. The d ay after she arrived home from 
winning the U3. Open, Graf said, she 
was told her father would be released on 
bail that Friday. Two days later, lawyers 
told her the release was off. The next 
week it was on again, then postponed 
again. .The cliffhangeis kept right on 
coming. Last week, same scenario, same 
"craziness,” said Graf, who jumped on a 
plane for New York to get away for a 
breather. 

"Everybody’s fighting about it, not 
just the lawyers, but the judges and the 


government," she said. "They tell me I 
don’t need to set up a visiting dale 
because my father will be out by then, 
but then they don’t let him go. 

"The trial isn’t even about money 
anymore, but about how right or wrong 
things have been handled. They want to 
make an example of my father, and in 
the meantime kids are being raped and 
the guys who do it go free. Murderers 
get out after one and a half years. 

"Now even people who in the be- 
ginning were against my father are say- 
ing, ’What kind of justice is there in 
Germany?,’ ** said Graf, who. as much 
as she loves her borne, occasionally 
feels “desperate" to get away from iL 

Getting on that plane, she said, was 
"a beautiful feeling.” And those have 
been in short supply lately. 

For the past three weeks she has dosed 
her sore left knee with a cornucopia of 
space-age medical balms, everything 
from X-rays to laser beams to sound 
waves, in a frantic attempt to cure what 
has ailed her since Wimbledon. What 
her original corps of specialists insisted 
was a tendon inflammation was re-dia- 
gnosed as scar tissue from a tear. 

"It’s a never-ending story," she said 
grimacing. "I mean, we’re not talking 
about a bad dream here. This is reality, 
right from the moment you hear your 
father's in jail and you’ve got to hire a 
lawyer. When you're in the middle of it, 
you’re too busy to let it get to you. 
Sometimes it’s when you finally get 
away and have a private minute to your- 
self that you end up breaking down. 
Anyway, that's what happens with me. 

"It's not that I’m never happy, but 


there’s different kinds of happiness, of 
satisfaction." she said."I can be as 
happy being with my dogs as I am when 
I win a tournament, happier probably." 

Graf is able to work up a smile 
whenever she carouses with her dogs, the 
newest and luckiest of which she rescued 
two weeks ago from a Moscow garbage 
heap when she made a 36-hour visit to 
Russia to play in an exhibition match. 

An instant after spotting the forlorn 
canine, now named Sasltia, cowering in 
the street as she headed for the airport. 
Graf added Saskia to her carry-on lug- 
gage and took her home to Bruehl. 

“That’s the nicest thing I’ve done for 
myself lately,* ’ she said * ‘but it’s a good 
thing that's connected to a bad thing.'* 

With Graf, things often are. 

Graf s beloved 7-year-old German 
Shepherd died suddenly of cancer just 
before the Moscow trip, and ii was not the 
kind of void she wanted to let linger. 

"So I guess it was a little bit of fate," 
said Graf, clearly more excited about 
her new dog than she was about em- 
bellishing her art collection — which 
includes a Chagall — with two paint- 
ings she bought in Moscow. 

B UT FATE hasn’t had much of a 
hand in Graf s other refuge. She 
didn't get to be the world’s best 
player by being lucky. Injuries permit- 
ting, she’s still able to experience that 
intangible she calls “satisfaction" 
when she is on the court drilling her way 
to yet another championship. The per- 
fectionist has 101 titles now, 21 of them 
earned ax Grand Slam events, where she 
went an incredible six for six during 


1995 and 1996. “Yeah. I guess I am a 
perfectionist, and it has its advantages 
and disadvantages." said Graf, grin- 
ning. "It means I take things too hard, 
and I'm too hard on myself. On the other 
hand, it’s gotten me where I am." 

Grafs past willingness to let others 
cope with details she chose to ignore, 
like the whereabouts of her prodigious 
S70 million in earnings, have culmin- 
ated in a painful lesson. 

"Now my father is sitting in jail overa 
year." she said, "though I don’t feel like 
a guilty daughter about that, in the way 
like it's my fault." But Graf added that 
she was responsible for “not caring 
about what was going on with my busi- 
ness. I realize iL and I've tried to leant 
these things, but I know I can't do it by 
myself. I have to trust somebody. So now 
it’s my bookkeeper and my tax adviser 
and I hope I took the right choice." 

Her knee was sore enough to provoke 
her withdrawal last Friday from this 
week’s Advanta championships. But 
after flying to Florida to spend the week- 
end wiih her mother, Graf changed her 
mind on Sunday morning and re-entered 
the event despite not having prepared. 
Thai she continues to win many events 
anyhow has left her a bit sour on the 
professionalism of her contemporaries, 
just one of whom, Monica Seles, seems 
to pose a serious threat. 

“The competition is maybe not as 
strong as it should be — at least I see it 
that way." Graf said. “I’m disappointed 
there's not a higher standard.” “Tennis 
is gonna survive if I'm playing or not 
playing.” she added. “In this moment. I 
feei I really need it to be happy." 
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Jurgen Klinsmann celebrating 
his second goal against Bremen. 

Klinsmann Scores Twice 

soccer Jurgen Klinsmann 
scored twice as Bayem Munich 
came from behind to beat Werder 
Bremen. 3-1 . on Tuesday and clinch 
a place in the German Cup semi- 
finals for the first time since 1988. 

• Ricardo Pinto, the Atletico 
Paran sense goalkeeper who was 
beaten up by Fluminense fans fol- 
lowing a Brazilian championship 
match last weekend, underwent 
brain surgery on Tuesday, doctors 
said. Pinto needed a three-hour op- 
eration after a small clot developed 
on his brain. ( Reuters ) 

Incentive for Americans 

MARATHON New Balance Ath- 
letic Shoe Inc. said it would award 
$1 million to any American man or 
woman who broke the national 
marathon record in 1997. 

“We're an American company, 
and it bothers us that in the past few 
years, you go to Boston or New 
York and it’s always someone from 
another country who wins," said 
Jim Davis, president and chief ex- 
ecutive of New Balance. (AP) 

Umpires Remain Sidelined 

baseball The deadlock in labor 
talks means that a meeting planned 
for Thursday between owners, 
players and umpires stemming 
from the Roberto Alomar spitting 
incident has apparently been put on 
hold. Players and owners have set 
midnight Thursday as a deadline 
for a new labor pact. (AP) ‘ 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 


I THINK SHE WANT5 I LOOKS? AT MY 
TO KNOW WHY HOifRB ? CALENDAR, ANP SAW I 
HERE IN KWDK6ARTENJ $ HAD A FREE DAY.. 
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I’M TRYING 
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ART BUCHWALD 


1 00-Proof Television 


W ASHINGTON — The 
good news is that ihe 
liquor companies are going to 
start advertising their hard 
beverages on television. The 
bad news is that more and 
more people 
will probably 
get drunk. 

Wakk) Slirp, 
a spokesman for 
Inebriated Li- 
quors, insisted 
that his com- 
pany wasn't 

axrs 

oatier to sell more of their 
products. 

“We're doing it because 
the public has a right to 
know.” 

“Know what?" 

“What’s available when 
they sit back in their chairs 
and watch Geraldo Rivera tell 
diem about the day's events in 
the OJ. Simpson case. Some 
viewers who see O.I. may 
want gin, others vodka and 
others Wild Horse Bourbon. 
Our commercials will alert 
them to what their choices are 
and even how much they 
should imbibe if they're the 
designated driver.” 


Gault-MiUau Names 
Chibois Chef of Year 

Reuters 

PARIS — The Gault-Mil- 
lau restaurant guide to France 
named Jacques Chibois, 43. 
chef and owner of La Bastide 
Saint Antoine restaurant in 
Grasse, its chef of the year. 

The 1997 edition of the 
guide also restored its coveted 
rating of four “toques" — 
the traditional towering white 
chefs cap — to Marc Me- 
neau's L'Esperance in Saint- 
Pere-sous-Vezelay in central 
France and Alain Passard's 
L'Arpege in Paris. 


1 said. “For a long time 
now the liquor companies 
stayed off the air with these 
kinds of drinks. Why the sud- 
den reverse? It wouldn’t have 
anything to do with money, 
would it?" 

"Bite your tongue. Liquor 
is a legal product. It's been 
around a lor longer than milk. 
The problem has been that 
since we kept it off the air 
voluntarily, die public had no 
idea what were the good 
brands and what were the bad 
brands. You know the milk ad 
with the white stuff above 
people's lips? Well, we want 
to do the same thing with ce- 
lebrities sporting rum mus- 
taches." 


“What other liquor ads do 
you want to put on?" 

“We‘re taking a leaf from 
the perfume people. We have 
an ad showing a couple in an 
embrace. The man is holding 
a violin in one hand and a 
bottle of scotch in the other, 
while the woman sips cognac 
from a glass. Our message is. 
if you want romance, you 
have to drink to iL“ 

“The ads won't affect kids, 
will they?" 

“Of course not. If they did, 
we wouldn't sell the product 
We plan to announce the 
commercial with a drum roll, 
which should give parents 
enough tune to get their chil- 
dren out of the room." 

"Nothing you’ve told me 
gives me any doubt that 
America can't live without 
TV liquor commercials. What 
do the liquor people say when 
people complain about their 
new advertising policy?” 

Waldo smiles, “We have 
the same answer for every- 
one. ‘May the road rise up to 
meet you. may the wind be at 
your back and may you be in 
heaven before the devil 
knows vou’re there.’ ” 


From a Forlorn Wallflower to a Sex Symbol? 


By Alan Riding 

New Tart Times Service 

L ONDON — "Kristin Scou 
Thomas sexy? You’re joking!" 

The aristocratic-looking English act- 
ress with the screen image of a frus- 
trated spinster remembers her shock 
at realizing what was expected of her 
in her next movie. “The thought of 
playing someone who was meant to 
be attractive and desirable totally ter- 
rified me,” she recalled. "It dawned 
on me late in the day. and I got a 
complete anack of the panics." 

She evidently recovered. In An- 
thony Minghella’s film "The English 
Patient." which opens in the United 
States Friday. Scon Thomas smolders 
so convincingly it seems hard to ima- 
gine she was cast as a forlorn wall- 
flower in “Four Weddings and a Fu- 
neral." 

No longer is she "waiting grump- 
ily in the comer for her time to 
speak,” as she puts it Here, playing 
opposite (and entwined with) Ralph 
Fiennes, she was asked to fill die 
screen with ardor, even those times 
when she remains fully dressed. 

B rough t up in the great British tra- 
dition of self-restraint, she is a tad 
surprised. “I find it is much easier to 
pretend dial something is going on Prim 
underneath than it is to bring all your 
goods out on show. 1 don't mean by un- 
dressing on the set. Thai I don't mind, al- 
though it's a bit embarrassing. I mean, it's far 
easier to be mysterious and simmering than it 
is to be son of healthy and gorgeous and 
confident" 

From the moment she read and promptly 
reread “The English Patient” — the Michael 
Ondaatie novel that won the Booker Prize in 
1992 — she was consumed by the story. It 
takes place in Italy near the end of World War 
H, and centers on an emotionally fragile Ca- 
nadian nurse. Hana, caring for a badly burned 
“English' ’ patient, who in a (hugged haze 
recalls the great love of his life, Katharine 
Clifton. 

When Scott Thomas heard that Minghella 
was preparing a film adaptation, she was 
determined to play Katharine. And when she 
landed the part she was further rewarded: 
Katharine is far more seductive and tragic in 
Minghella' s screenplay than she Is in the 
novel. 
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and Fiennes, 33. a perfeci match. 
They were both, he said, a bit tike, 
thoroughbred horses, very sensitive; 
very jumpy, high-quality performers.;. 
”Ar times, I felt more like a horse- 

handler than a director.’ MmgheUa; 
said with an affectionate laugh. I 
thought that ai any moment _ one of 
them would rear up and tXJ-Jt- 

As it happens, Scott Thomas 
brought her own pain to the film. 
When she was a child, ter faiher. a 
Royal Navy pilot, died in a plane 
crash. Her mother remarried, and sa 
years later her stepfather, another pi- 
lot also died in an aircraft accident. 
Now she was in a movie in which her 
husband dies in a plane crash and she 
is trapped in the wreck, 

“That's obviously one of the rea- 
sons I was drawn to die story . because 
it strode huge, clanging chords inside 
roe,” she recalled. “But when it came 
to the crunch and I was sitting in that 
plane, I couldn’t give anything. It was 
awful. We had to redub that section 
be c ause I spoke in a monotone.” 

Strangely perhaps for someone 
who seems so English in person and 
on screen, Scott Thomas calls Paris 
home. She moved there in 19S0attbe 
age of 19 after her dream of going on 
km TmnfU/.y)cos- Vu stage faltered in EnglandLSbe then 
in “Four Weddings,” Kristin Scott Thomas plays a seductress hi “The English Patient” ^^dhama^m French -^and 

The book, replete with flashbacks that Thomas had acquired in her previous movies, rician, with whom she has two small chii- 
jump from Italy to Britain and Egypt and the But she had also begun to tire of playing drep. ■ 

North African desert, needed simplification upper-class Englishwomen with *e land of After aaumber 

to make sense on the screen. But the kernel of accent associated in England with Cbelten- France, her BnUsh-fil rn^eer^anwtake 
the story, which covers a period from 1938to ham Ladies’ College (the exclusive pris effm 

1945, survives. Fiennes plays the patient left boarding school she attended m her teens). I Chutes Stumdge s adaptefron of Evelyn 
behind at a war-damaged monastery, and hadn’t really thought of Katharine s back- W*jgh s . --.-p 

Juliette Binoche plays Hana, the nurse. With ground,” she recalled of the eariy days of Smre *en.shesai^she basl^i pro^of 
Hana caring for and reading to her patient, the reheareals. “Then Anthony said she was her perfonnawxs as Fiona m Mike Newell s 
story ofthecount’s greatkwe for lShartoe is aristocratic. I went, ‘Oh, no, not again! “ ‘Four Weddings and* Funeral and as 
told through the flashbacks of a dying man. But in no time, Minghella said, she made Matty in Philip Haas s Angels m- 
MingheLla said he never hesitated in casting the part her own. “I thought I had written a sects and very unhappy with her portal 
Fiennes and Binoche but found it more dif pan for a piano, and I got this harp playing of^ Lady Anne m Richard Loncrame s 
ficul t to choose his Katharine. “There was a back at me,” the director said, explaining ‘ Richard UL , . . . iC - - t ., 

whole encyclopedia of possible actors,’’ he that he imagines musical instruments when I loved the film, but la hideous m it. 
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Minghella said he never hesitated in casting the part her own. “I thought I bad written a sects andvery unhappy™* terpom^al 
Fiennes and Binoche but found it more dif- pan for a piano, and I got this harp playing of^ Lady Anne m Richard Loncrame s 
ficult to choose his Katharine. “There was a back at me,” the director said, explaining ‘ Richard IE. , . . . 1C - - t ., 

whole encyclopedia of possible actors,’’ he that he imagines musical instruments when I loved the film, but I m hideous m it, 
recalled. “It was a quite bewildering process, he creates characters. * ‘In almost no case did she insisted, though the critics would beg to 
At one point, I thought of an American, but it Kristin correspond to the way I felt certain differ. . . ... . . 

was not possible. There is something about moments would play in the film. Then I She tap fond memories of working with 
_| 1:1 t k-w hw itno that the hnm Roman Polanski on Bitter Moon. Which 


was not possime. mere is someming acorn momcuu> wuuiu * — “ ,YtV-ZL» rrr 

Katharine's character which is like, an index of realized she bad her own line, that the harp Roman Polanski on Bitter Moon, which 
England. You have to be able to cut that was a much more exquisite, accurate and was released in 1994. ‘ ‘ I m proud of working 
person open and find a Union Jack waving, interesting way to go. And 1 gave myself up with Polanski,' ’ she said. * ft s the top of my 
And that was Kristin." to it" _ _ boa^aghiiLl worted with Roman Polantia. 

Or at least that was the image Scott " - ■* ** - ~~ VT ~~ **““* 


To his relief, he found Scott Thomas, 35, Not everyone can say that.' 


I T IS often said that San Francisco is 
the most European city in the United 
States so it seemed natural for San Fran- 
cisco Mayor Willie Brown to be in the 
French capital this week setting up a 
sister-city agreement with Mayor Jean 
Tiberi, just as the San Francisco Sym- 
phony led by Michael Tilson Thomas 
was sweeping through a European tour. 
Brown, who has enjoyed enormous 
popularity in his city since he took of- 
fice in eariy January, said that ex- 
changes between the two cities would 
be in the technological, scientific and 
cultural areas. Specifically, he cited an 
exchange program for ballet students in 
which French dancers and their instruct- 
ors will be going to San Francisco, as 
well as links between the two cities' 
film festivals. In the medical area, rep- 
resentatives from the University of Cali- 
fornia Medical Center were to meet 
Thursday with the French AIDS spe- 
cialist Luc Montagnier, with the goal 
of using French research to speed up the 
process of getting potential AIDS drugs 
on to the American market. Other not- 
able areas of San Franciscan interest 
include that great French export of re- 


cent years, “urban furniture," notably 
public toilets. 


The artist formerly known as Prince 
is happy to talk about one new creation: 
his forthcoming three-CD set, “Eman- 
cipation." The other is off limits. The 
performer would not even confirm 
whether his baby has been bom. 
“Whenever we give birth to our chil- 
dren. the world won't know anything." 
he said. ‘ ‘They won’t know their names, 
sex. anything. Our child has to make 
those decisions. What if it doesn't want 
to be a public person? That’s just 
straight respect; it’s their experience." 
He and his wife. Mayte, were expecting 
their first child this month. Reports cir- 
culating in the European press and in the 
National Enquirer said his child was 
bom prematurely last month. 


Jane Goodall says she cried when 
told she would receive the highest honor 
from Tanzania, where she began 
ground-breaking research on chimpan- 


zees 36 years ago. "It marks, for me, ray 
commitment to do whatever I can for my 
adopted country for ihe rest of my life." 
she said as she accepted the Medal of 
Mount Kilimanjaro from Ambassador 
Mustafa Nyang’any in Washington. 
Goodall's work in Tanzania, begun in 
1 960, is credited with showing ihe world 
chat chimpanzees are both complex and 
civilized, and that human beings are 
more like them than originally thought. 


The late actress Vivien Leigh was 
honored Wednesday with the unveiling 
of a blue plaque outside the London 
apartment she once shared with 
Laurence Olivier. Leigh and Olivier 
moved into the apartment on Eaton 
Square in 1958. Following their divorce 
in 196 1 , she stayed there until her death 
in 1967. Olivier died in 1989. 


A national collection will take place 
across Sweden next year to honor the 
90th birthday of popular Swedish chil- 
dren’s author Astrid Lindgren, fa- 
mous for her tales of Pippi Longstock- 


ing. The campaign will raise money for 
a permanent museum exhibition about 
her. 


Phil Collins is reportedly to marry for 
the third time. Collins, the former Gen- 
esis lead singer, 45. will wed his 24-year- 
old Swiss sweetheart, Orranue Gevey, 
in the spring. He has been living with her 
at their home on Lake Geneva for the last 
two years, the Swiss mass circulation 
daily Biick said Wednesday. 


People magazine's annual list of the 
400 hottest celebrities is out, and the 
stars of “Friends" were big winners. 
Jennifer Aniston, Lisa Kudrow, 
Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry and 
David Schwimmer joined Courtney 
Cox. a holdover from 1995. But good- 
bye to, among others, David Caruso, 
former star of “NYPD Blue"; ex-talk- 
show host Arsenio Hall; the once -hip 
Guns N' Roses frontman Axl Rose, 
and Robert James Waller, the author 
of “The Bridges of Madison 
County." 



Mayor Willie Brown, left, with his Paris counterpart, Jean Tiberi. 


Ever}- country has its own AT&T Access Number which 


makes calling from France and other countries 




really easy, just dial the AT&T Access Number for the 




country you’re calling from and you’ll get the fastest, 


mm 


clearest connections. And be sure to charge your 
calls on your AT&T Calling Card. It’ll help you avoid 


outrageous phone charges on your hotel bill and 


save you up to 60%* So please check the list below 


in the springtime. 


for AT&T Access Numbers. 


AT&T Access Numbers 


Steps lo folio* when 
calling internal] orally from overseas: 

I . Just dial the AT&T .lotos Number for ihe oounliy wu 
are calling from. 

1 Dial the- phuiit number ' wi lt oiling 

i. Dial Ihe calling canl number listed above vourname. 


\ 

ijsru ftifs sr- < 

r I^H W aijrm 


836 000 6780 YlH .■*’ 
Ttiom 

.*» J. . ‘:R*. . 


EUROPE 

Austria* ■? 022-903-811 

Belgium* M00-1W-18 

Franre 0-800-99-8811 

Germany 8130-0010 

fireece* . 

Ireland . 1-8B8-59HH0 

Half* 172-1011 

HfiHlBflaadS* 06-022-9111 

Russia •a(Mqs£ 0W{ i 75S-5M2 

Spain-: 880-9940-11 


..022-983-811 SwitreriaM* ... 

0 - 8 HKI 80-18 United Eogfloffl- 

0- 300-99- B811 

. 8130-0010 Egypt»(Calni)p 

M-ffl»-1?f1 

1 - 388 - 550 - 0 ® Saadi Arabia*. 

172-1011 . _ 


*■«*«« 028-795-611 

Srrtoeriaud* 0-600-550011 

United Engtion* 0800-856011 

MIDDLE EUBT ~ 

Egypt*(CalnJ)t 510-8200 

&f**l „...177-U»-2727 

Said! Arabia 1-808-18 

. AFRICA ’ 

Haw 

Kenya* -•■■■- 0-800-10 

South Africa... JHHHM123 


A' 


l-in’l find ihe Access Number for ihe canary yoo'a- calling from? Jin ask any operator for 
AT&T D utci* Scmce. or risft our ffeb site at htiy//wv g -a tt com A rarder 


T*' tri i Iroi wlfcJ aid Irfliig Arm* <4 d* ufVtok: (T-sT Vjtnhxt, xi kannuvwt JwdclHif ifc-AT-Sf moa-haUkc *vii ..ajji'jnfiirmfainHu ^ia>ci .*l armmualb s» die I'X Cfcaroi la«a pvfcnoft lataft 'Uofipamlbu^i 

1u*rl RlirplqiiicctEvpsi Ka-ci u' id rfir I *i in IW tnul -ounff: mw be tiLghow Lo«i dqrulmi; >ri«4i nm dnR J Js. tn rj clI K; ir«] iirtf Inin rtidi wm sieoHim teUtoiQKWfcfapanUIO— > aUh^nJddnfapPj 

n ictfik-lii flu- 1'-'. fnh I'uiUoVKiuiinntepjnwiufltvaBriii jcilhirellS pT* »n chnw ttsal O pcwij, thj sn- callb^ Ssi c«; afl e, I ;; inmllaunmloUiiM *P:di<ic|4MBi«fi|iFd(|nnit ONDi«{aiuicaidaKiUKto -MjlmKiam^riodalpaalauinaad} 
AVj.irt wphw.»hMic[ilioiion9^nirkKaltuiipinaaciftinii):dEC)l| •rtJ'ili'ftiT.uieafcijim » chTja ourjii !L>m li^rltoKrl -T I'W Ch^ifd .1 Co UStffl DW® 








